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itſelf is told in fo free and eaſy a ſtile, that 


in underſtanding every part of it. Every 
page he reads will afford delight and won- 


7 deritanding, at the ſame time that he pleaſes 
his fancy. Here is a kind of a new world 
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E enſuing hiſtory is ſo full of extra- 

l ordinary events, ſurpriſing deliverances, 
and ſuch a variety of accidents, that there is 
no queſtion but the reader will be moſt agree- 
ably amuſed and entertained in the peruſal 
of it. The character of the author, which 
is too well eſtabliſhed to ſuſpect him guilty 
of any fallacy, ſecures the work from the 
imputation of fabulous; and the narration 


the meaneſt capacity will find no difficulty 


der, and the farther he proceeds the more 
will he be aſtoniſhed at the ſurpriſing occur- 
rences he meets with. But this is not all, 
the ſtory is full of inſtruction; and whoever 
reads 1t with attention may improve his un- 


laid open to his view; a ſtrange people with 
as ſtrange cuſtoms, laws, and manners ; 


1 places 
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laces we never heard of before, nor ever 
ſhould, had the Spaniards been ſo cunning 
as to have prevented Mr. Cocxsurn from 
finiſhing his travels. But providence brought 
him fate through all the imminent dangers 
he encountered, with a deſign, no doubt, 
that by his information we might be better 
| acquaimted with thoſe hitherto unknown 
countries; and it is our fault if we do not 
improve the lights here given us to a na- 
tional advantage. The Spaniard is more 
calous of his Indies than of his own native 
country; and with reaſon, for from thence 
only it is he ſapports his grandeur in Eu- 
rope. We need not therefore wonder that 
he keeps ſo jealous an eye upon every 
ſtranger wao preſumes but to {ct foot on 
. thoſe remote regions. But! i: is hoped Eng- 
N lihmen will not be always blind to their 
dyn intereſt; but let the examples of their 
brave anceſtors, the Drakes, Hawkinſes, 
Forbiſhera, Raleighs, &c. animate them to- 
ſome noble enterprize, that ſhall make the 
Spaniard tremble, and fill every Engliſh 
heart with joy and gladneſs. 
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UNFORTUNATE ENGLISHMEN. 


N the eighteenth of January, in the 

year 17 30, we embarked on board the 

Journ and Anns, EpwarD BukrT, Maſter, | 
bound from LonDonN to Jamaica, and | 
elſewhere. In about forty-nine days after 
our departure from London we arrived at | 
Bluefield, in Jamaica, where we wooded | 
and watered our ſhip, and on the nineteenth 
of March following ſet fail from thence to 
the ſouthward ; March twenty-three, being 
in the latitude of ſixteen north, and near an 
iſland, called Swan Iſland, about four o'clock 
in the afternoon we diſcovered two ſloops 
making ſail after us. The next morning one 
of them, called The Two Brothers, came 
up with us. The veſſel was Rhode-Iſland 
built, with eighteen guns, and about ninety 
men, moſtly Spaniards, and commanded by 
Captain Johnſon the pirate, an Engliſhman, 
and Pedro Polias, a Spaniard, We had not 
5 above twenty-five men on board of us, and 
y only eight carriage and ten ſwivel guns, be- 
| ſides ſome {ſmall arms, At firſt they ſhewed 
us no colours, but at length hoiſted a Spaniſh 
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flag, and fired at us. As we had all along 
been apprehenſive we were going to be at- 


tacked, ſo we nad cleared our ſhip, and put. 
ourſelves into a condition. to make the beſt - 


defence we could, and therefore returned the 
ailault by giving them a broadſide, and ſe- 
veral vollies of {mall ſhot ; whereupon we 
came to an engagement, fighting board and 
board near the ſpace of five hours, till being 
boarded on the ſtarboard quarter, we were 
obliged to quit the deck, and fly to cloſe 
quarters; but as moſt of our men were al- 
ready wounded, we were in no way to make 
any long reſiſtance in this poſture; but we 
were reſolved to keep the enemy off as long 
as poſſible, and not yield, while we were 
able to hold a weapon in our hands, and 
thus we defended ourſelves for fome time. 
At laſt our Captain feeing us much over- 
powered, and that it was in vain for men in 


our condition to attempt any thing farther, 


thought it moſt expedient to call for quar- 
ter, which they ſaid they were willing to give 
if we would ſtrike. Upon which we laid 
down our arme, and they immediately board- 


ed us, which they had no ſooner done than, 
with ſword in hand, they laid about them on 
21 ficles, cutung and ſlaſhing us in a moſt 
barbarous manner, and, not ſatisfied with 


"od 


that, ſwore bitterly they would hang every 
foul of us. 


We were then ſtripped ſtark- 


naked, and two oi them running up to the 
a . Mmaln- 


. 


I * 

N 
* 

* 

Fl * 7 ' 
> [ 
. 

3 , 
£ 

* 

PR 4; | 


1 BD 
* 
3 
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main- yard, brought down the ftudding-fail- 
tacks for that purpoſe. Then they com- 
manded us up to the quarter-deck, and or- 


ered two negroe-men to hang us up by two 
and two at a time. 


Now the firſt man they deſigned to ſacri- 


fice to their cruelty was Mr. Ball, who ſcem- 
ed very unealy at his approaching fate, and 
could not help intimating, that he thought 
our preſent calamities were, in a great mea- 
ſure, owing to Captain Burt, by his having 
been too ready to deliver up the ſhip; for, 
ſays he, © had we continued the engage- 
ment but a few minutes longer, which we 
might have done, and was what I ſo much 


delired, we, in all probability, ſhould never 


have come to this end.” He ſpoke after 
this manner, becauſe we found, after we 
were taken, that had we done as he ſaid the 
Spaniards muſt have yielded to us, they 
having no more than eight ſhot left. 

But this was no time for diſputes, for we 
were now (according to all human probabi- 


lity, about to reſign. our laſt breath, and 


thought of nothing leſs than a reverſing of 
the rigorous ſentence pronounced againſt us, 
Juſt then going to be executed, Dd aptain 
Johnſon and one Echlin, another Engliſh- 


man, that bore a great ſway over their com- 


panions, ſtrenuouſly and at once interpoſed. 
When theſe came to our relief, they found 
Ball with a halter about his neck ready to 
| be 4 
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be hoiſted up to the yard-arm, and the reſt 


ſurrounded by ſeveral men that were to ſee 


us ſerved in the ſame manner. To theſe 
they ruſhed up, and in a violent rage de- 
manded what they intended to do with us, 
ſaying withal, << They thought we had been 
uled cruelly enough already, and rather than 
they would ſuffer any farther violence to be 
done us they would loſe every drop of blood 
in their bodies.” The others ſeeing how re- 


ſolutely bent they were to ſave us, and 


knowing them to be men of deſperate diſ- 
poſitions, and whatever they took in hand 
they would periorm to the utmolt of their 
power, thought fit to deſiſt from their enter- 
prize, leſt they ſhould raiſe fuch a diſturbance 
as might not be eaſily appeaſed ; and thus 
were we ſuddenly, and in a manner mira- 


culouſiy, delivered from death, when all 


hope or expectation of life had vaniſhed. 
But ſoon after this they came to a ſerious 
debate among themſelves how to diſpoſe of 
us without taking away our lives, concluding 
it not to be fafe to let ſo many men remain 
among them, who poſſibly, upon ſome turn 
of fortune, might be revenged. They there- 


fore reſolved, that the beſt way to get rid of 


us would be to maroon us, that is, ſet us 
aſhore on ſore deſolate country, and there 
let us ſhift as we could. 
Here it might not be improper to give 
ſome account * a poor unfortunate lady, 
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ENGLISHMEN. 9 


/ whoſe ill chance it was to accompany her 
+ kuſband in this unfortunate voyage. She 


© was the wife of our merchant, Mr. Groves, 
> who and the ſurgeon of the ſhip were the 
only perſons belonging to us that immedi- 


© ately loſt their lives in the engagement. 


This lady was young, handſome, and of a 
very courteous and affable carriage; and 
being big with child, all the ſhip's company 
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were under a more than ordinary concern on 
her account. She had been in the hold al: 


the time of our engagement, and as yet 
knew nothing of her huſband's death, or our 
common diſaſter; but, as there was a neceſ- 
ſity for her being let into her. preſent condi- 


tion, and our time and circumſtances . not 
admitting of ceremony, I acquainted her of 


| Mr. Groves's death, the taking of the ſhip, 
and the ill uſage we had all received. Upon 


this ſhe immediately dropped down into a 
{woon, and was a long time ere ſhe recovered 


her ſenſes, which ſhe had no ſooner done 


but ſeveral Spaniards came down with cut- 


laſſes in their hands, and drove her up be- 
fore them upon deck, and then, in a moſt. 
brutal manner, fell to tearing the cloaths off 
her back, even till they had ſtripped her in 
a manner naked, and in that condition car- 


ried her into their ſloop, where Pedro Polias 


their Captain received her, and immediate- 


ly carried her into the great cabbin, and 


there with horrible oaths and curſes inſotcat: 


ly 
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ly aſſaulted her chaſtity. The grief that had 
ey ſeized her, who but ſome few hours 
before believed herſelf in a happy and flouriſh- 
ing condition, together with this inſult on her 
preſent deplorable ſtate, drove her beyond all 
patience ; and her loud exclamations brought 
Johnſon into the cabbin. He ſeeing her in 
ſuch agonies and naked, it wrought on his 
rough diſpoſition, inſomuch, that he ran 
ſtamping about with a piſtol in his hand, and 
ſwearing, that if any one ſhould dare to treat 

eh an inhuman manner, or ever at- 
tempt the leaſt violence upon her, he would 
{hoot him through the head. Then he com- 
manded every one in the veſſel to reſtore what 


her in 


they had taken from her, which they inſtant- © 


ly did, not only what they had violently , 


torn off her, but all the wearing apparel ſne 


had on board ; after which he endeavoured 2 
to get her all the conſolation in his power, 
promiſing to protect her as long as ſhe con- 


tinued with him, but how long that was 1 


know not, or where they carried her, or how © 


they dif} poſed of her afterwards, I never heard. 
Johnſon 1s reckoned a man of great cou- 


rage and bravery, and for theſe qualifica- 


tions is famous in many parts. of America, 


where he is known by the name of Henrique 


the Engliſhman, though he was born in the 
North of Ireland. Though he had but one 


hand, he fires a piece very dextrouſly, laying 


the barrel upon his ſtump, and drawing the 
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7 ENGLISHMEN. 
id 4 trigger with his right-hand. In moſt of our 
rs 3 American plantations rewards are bid for 
„taking him, but I am apt to think that will 
er never be whilſt he is alive; for I remember 
11 | he ſaid ſoon aſter he boarded us (ſpeaking 
it of the great ſtraits they were driven to for 
* [ want of ammunition) that, had we held out 
is five minutes longer, he would have ſhot 
n himſelf through the head, being reſolved 
d that no man ſhould ever take him alive : it 
it ſeems he always carried two piſtols about 
him ready charged in caſe of a ſurpriſal. 

But, to return to our own particular af- 
fairs: after we were releaſed from death in 
the manner before related, Johnſon ſent or- 
ders for me and two more of my ſhipmates 
# to go on board their ſloop, to mend their 
2 fails, and Knot their rigging: but we were 
not ſuffered to continue long in that em- 
ployment; for the next day came three men 
with a piragua, who (when they had taken 
us out of the ſloop) rowed along-fide our 


11 


mas Rounce, John Holland, Thomas Ro- 
binſon, John Balmain, John Allen, Thomas 
Whitehead, William Dennis, John Mingo, 
and Lawrence Lomber. Their orders ran 
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diſtance off, where, putting us aſhore, they 
4 | left us. After we had been upon this ifland 
: two hours, where we could perceive no poſ- 
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= ſhip, and took in ten more of our company, 
© whoſe names were Richard Baniſter, Tho- 


to carry us to a little deſolate ifland at ſome 


5 ſibility 
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ſibility of ſubſiſtence, all of us imagining k 
we muſt inevitably periſh there, and inwardly * 
lamenting our hard fate, though we forbore 


to diſcourage one another by ſruitleſs moans, 


on a ſudden (to our great ſurprize) we ſaw Y 
the boat making towards us which had 
brought us thither : : the ſight of which raiſed 


different conjectures in our minds, ſuppoſing 
they had either relented, and were ſending 
to fetch us back to the ſhip, or elſe that they 


had reſolved to diſpatch us immediately on 


the ſpot ; but upon their approach we found 
ourſelves both ways miſtaken; for, preſent- 


ing a naked man to us, whom they had 


brought under a ſtrong guard, they told us, 


their buſineſs was only to add one more to 
our number, and then throwing us ſome | 


ſmall pieces of beef, and ſome biſcuits, in a 
diſdainſul manner, which, they ſaid, was 


more than we deſerved, they put off again, 


The perfon whom they brought tous proved 5 
to be the gunner of their own floop, and who | 
(after they had boarded us) was one of the moſt 

hotly bent againſt us. This put us into a freſh | 
conſternation. I aſked him if he could ſpeak | 


Engliſh ? he anſwered no; but could talk 
Spaniſh and Italian very well, being a Neapo- 


litan by birth. Then he proceeded to inform us, 


that upon a grand quarrel between his two 
commanders and himſelf about ſharing their 


plunder (although he was a very daring fel- 
tow, and very uſetul to a they had both 


determined 
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ENGLISHMEN. 13 


determined to maroon him in the ſame man- 
ner they had done us; he then fell to ex- 
claiming grievouſly againſt their ingratitude 
ſor his paſt ſervices, and uttered a thouſand 
bitter curſes on himſelf if he did not ſpeedily 
find out the means to be revenged, which 
{eemed to us to be idle talk and vain threats, 


there being no proſpect we ſhould ever be 


able to reach the Continent, though but at 
a httle diſtance, and without which f there was 


no hope. He ſaid, © He believed he was 


much better acquainted with the land than 


we, and aſked if there were any among us 
that could ſwim well? I told him I could, 


and was ready to attempt any thing practi- 
cable towards the preſeryation of us all; but, 
as to the reſt, they were molt of them wound 


ed, and all incapacitated for deſperate under- 


takings, nor thought of any thing but that 
they ſhould die there.“ Then he an 1 
agreed to go to the northern part of the 
iſland, and after a walk of. about fix hours 
we came to a point of land which ran pretcy 

far into the ſea ; the water between this place 


and the Continent i is very full of alligators, 


and about a Spaniſh mile over. He faid, 
« If it was poſſible for us to ſwim to the 
main land, he knew ſeveral gentlemen of 
fortune there (meaning pirates, who com- 
monly make that place their general re: 

dezvous) and that it was molt likely we 


might get a canoe of them to tranſport the 


1 reſt 


14 Tur UNFORTUNATE 


reſt of my ſnipmates over.” We were nat 
long before we. came to a reſolution ; and ſo 


taking each other by the hand we leaped 


into the water, and ſwam away ſtoutly. We 
had not gone far before I very narrowly 
eſcaped having my leg bir. off by an alligator, 

but by the aſſiſtance of divine providence we 


got ſafe on the other ſhore. Being thus 


Handed at a place called Porto Cavello, in 


the latitude of about ſixteen degrees north, 
he led me about three miles through a large 


wood, till we came to a great lagoon, that 


is, a flow of water from the lea, paſſing be- 


tween the mountains. As we waded up this 
lagoon, we ſaw two men (newly murthered) 
lying on the ſhore, whom by their faces and 
garb I knew to be Engliſhmen, This tra- 


&ical ſpectacle threw me into greater ſur- 
priſe and horror than I had ever yet been in; 
but he perceiving the conſternation I was in, 


bade me not to fear, and ſwore by all that 


1s facred no man ſhould hurt me ; faying, 
that thoſe my countrymen were only hid, 


which 1s a term made uſe of among pirates: 
on the like occaſion, 


Here we paſſed by great numbers of man- 
groves, which are bodies of trees with their 


branches, but without leaves; there are oy- 
ſters in abundance ſticking upon them, as 
well taſted as any we have in England; they 


ſeem to grow in cluſters on the branches; 
the reaſon. is, the ſea ſometimes flows almoſt 
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ſeveral long boats ſunk in this place; and on 


tols from a negroe who ſtood near him, and 


as high as the tops of theſe trees, and leaves 
the ſpawn of that fiſh behind it. We tound 


the ſhore, at a diſtance, we law a large tent, . 
and a great many men with guns planted 


thick round them. When we came within 


hearing, my friend, as I may now ſtile him, 
called out, defiring them not to ſhoot at us, 
telling his name, Which! perceived was well 
known to them. Upon their promiſe of not 
firing, we marched up arm in arm naked as 
we were ; they inquired how we came there 
in that manner, and what dog he had brought 
with him ? Upon anſwering I was an Eng- 
liſnman lately taken with our ſhip and crew 
by Henricus Johnſon and Pedro Polias, and 
that they had marooned me with twelve 
more, which he had juſt left on the iſland; - 
and adding an account of their ill uſage of 
himſelf, they immediately fell to curſing, - 
ſwearing, and demeaning themſelves in all 
reſpects (as I thought) 1: ke ſo many furies of 
hell, offering to ſhoot me. With that turn- 
ing ſwiftly about, he ſnatched a pair of piſ- 


then ſwore as vehemently as they, that the 
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firſt man that offered the leaſt injury to me, 
he would that moment ſhoot through the 
head, and continued his rant till he had bul- 


lied them INTO A ſeeming g 500d temper; ; 1 1 i 


ing, 1 was one of thoſe . who had behaved / 
brave dy in defending our ſnip fve hours 
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againſt them, at great odds; and that he 


Was reſolutely bent not to ſee ine die now like 


a Icoundrel, while he looked tamely on.“ 
Alter this he called for rum, and drank it 
very Plentifully, and then threw himſelf on 
His face, and fell faſt aſleep; but, however, 
kad the precaution to keep his new-acquired 
arms under! nm, that he might be prepared 
in caſe of an aſſault. 

Wut he {1ept, which was about half 
hour, 1 fat on the trunk of a tree, at a liele 
aiſtance; dreading w nat this eaiüh crew 
(which was Co! npoſed of almoſt all nations) 
might deterniine to do with me; but nothing 


S 


being attempted, I had leiſure to obſerve 


abu ncance of goods of all forts lying in con- 


ned heaps on the ground, with broken 
in inaſts, tattered fails, and all ſorts of tack- 


ting, with many other apparent ſigns of 
re at rapine and violence. 


No ſooner did my friend the gunner awake, 
Bub he began to Wear lu! tily, that ſome of 
then ſhould take a canoe, LAS go with him 


to fetch over the reſt of the company from 
the land. At firſt they protcſted, that . 


any Of the people he men tioned mould dar 


to ſet foot where they Were, i : ſhow 10 coſt 


them their lives; but after debating the mat- 


ter a while, they began to alter their minds, 
and at laſt. agreed that lome of: them ſhould 


&0 2 him. But my mis'ortune was to 


be left behind with the reſt of the ſociety 


till 
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till their return, who, as ſoon as my friend 


was gone, ordered me to fit down at a diſ- 
' tance, and threatened, if I ſtirred hand or 


foot, I was a dead man: this was indeed as 
great puniſhment as could well have been 
inllicted; becauſe, under ſuch a reſtraint, 1 

| was no way able to keep off the vermin, + 


ſuch as muſkitoes, and great. yellow-ants, 
as large as our bees, which ſtung to that de- 
gree, as ſoon made me all of a gore of blood; 
but this was what my tormentors (for ſo I 


may call them) were not ſo much expoſed 


to, being cloathed, and having other conve- 


niences to keep off ſuch filth, - After ſome 
time, they ordered me to go in a canoe, . 
with two of their own 1 up the lagoon, 


to fetch water out of a large piragua that 
mounted ten pedteroes, and would ſome- 
times carry forty men, with which I ſup- 


poſed they might take ſhips. . It lay at 

anchor concealed amongſt mangroves, that 
grew ſo thick about it, that it had been im- 
poliible for ſtrangers to have found it our. - 


After we returned with our lading, I took 


my ſtation as before, not daring to ſtir with- - 
out a command ſo to do; and I believe, had 


the braveſt man living been in my circum- 


ſtances, he would have yielded as implicitly 


to what had been impoſed on him. 


Before this recruit of water, I ſupppoſe, . 


it was very ſcarce with them; for on my of- 


B 3 


fering to drink out of a calabaſh, a negroe © | 
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did actually ſhoot at me. Another negroę | 


there was who.could ſ peak Engliſh, and faid, 
h2 was born ar Jamaica, and thereſore chal- 


lenged me as his countryman. This man 


adviſed me as a friend to go hide myſelf in 
the woods, ſaying, © They would all get 
drunk, and knock me on the head, and that 

he, having been taken by them three years 
before, was often forced to do fo :” but I 
thought it more adviſeable to run the hazard 
of dying by their hands, than, by endeavour- 
jag to prolong a miſerable lite, periſh in 


the \ voods, or be torn in pieces DF. Wild 


beaſts 
About two © clock the next morning ar- 


ved all our men, who had been left at Ty- 


ger-Ifland, fo called from the great number 


If thoſe creatures in the woods there; from 


te time ] left them they defpaired of ever 


 feeing me or. the face of mankind any more; 


nor were we a little rejoiced at this meeting, 
: Foriorn as we were, not a man ol us having 


n rag to cover him but Mr. Rounce, whole 


thirt was fo bl oofy, by reaſon of his many 


wounds, that it could nat be got off; and it 


18 remarkable, that moſt of his wounds had 


been given him by the very man whom 


Providenr e had ordained to be the means of 
Cur deliver ance. 


zut as pleaſed as we were at the ſight of 


each other, there was one thing which: trou- 
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ing, and, without his ald, it ſeemed impol- 
ſible to wade through the many difficul- 


ties which we knew muſt nceds occur tous. 


It ſeems, after he had been with the Canoe, 
and taken our people off the iſland, he made 
the men row him about in fearch of the vel 
ſel from whence he had been diſcarded, 100 


| happening to meet with he er, he prevailed 


with the two captains to receive hirn again; 


and then ordered the men to return to the 


place where they left me, deſiring them to 
direct us to any part ot the country we 
ſhould be minded to go to; and this was the 


laſt kind office we bo PEP” from this Pee 


rous man. And here I could not help re 

flecting on the wonderful converfion wr ought 
in the heart of this man, who, though but 
a moment before our mortal eneray, and 


going to be our executioner, was now fo- 


licitous, and induftriouſly officious to pre- 
ſerve us! however harſh or moroſe he before 
appeared to us, we now deemed hin a man 
ot fingular good-nature and humanity. 


About noon that day we dreſſed the four 


21eces. of beef before ſpoken of, which our 
P 1 


people brought along with them, and thereof 
made an equal diviſion, the people we were 


among not having the bowels to give us any 
thing t to cat, or ought to comfort us, though 
they wallowed in plenty. Indeed, the next 
day they granted us liberty to depart, in or- 
der 3 they tad, to get a veſſel bound for 

the 
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the wanne which wonderfully revived 


our drooping ſpirits; but we found after- 

wards, by lad experience, it was mere delu- 
ſion all, for no ſuch veſſel could we find. 
They appointed two Indians to be our guides 
to a town called Condiliero, who led us over 
ſevere! high and craggy mountains, extreme- 
ly difficult to aſcend, that went very hard 
with wounded men. 


This was the firſt ſetting out of a journey, 


as ve computed, of two thouſand three hun- 
dred miles, which we were to travel bare 
footed, through an unknown tract of land, 
(at leaſt to us) which took us up ten months, 
and I may ſay ſometimes proved inſupport- 
able; for we were all the while expoled to 


many dangers, and underwent as many hard- - 
ſhips as was poſlible for human nature to 
| fuſtain. I ſhall now proceed to give as faith- 
ful an account of every particular as may be, 


without augmentation. | 


In the firſt day's journey to Condiliero, as 


we were going through ſome large woods, 
we ſaw great numbers of baboons, which 
made an unuſual noiſe, and had faces like old 
men, with beards of a ſandy colour, but 


their poſteriors were as red as a cherry, In 


the evening of the ſame day we came to a 


clear ſpot of ground, ſomething like one of 


_ our fields: here our guide rold us we muſt 


reſt that night; but we were difappointed, 


the PACE. being fo infeſted with variety of 
vermin, 
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4 vermin, it was impoſſible to have a mo- 
9 ment's ſlecp, or ſo much as fit down the 
hole night, though we had fire, in order 
to prevent annoyances. _ 

= Soon as the day broke we began t to aſcend | 
a high mountain, from whence we ſaw a 
great gulph, called Gulph Dulce, in the 
North Sea. Here we met with an Indian 
man and boy, which they call Lookouts, 
= their buſineſs being to ſpy the motions of 
other Indians, whom their own people are at 
= war with. Shortly after, we met with ano- 
ther Indian man and boy returning very 
- ſwiftly : theſe belonged to Henricus Johnſon 
and Pedro Polias, who kept them to run on 
errands to the Spaniſh governors, with whom 
they held intelligence. They told us, they 
had been with a preſent to the governor of 
Comayagua, and were returning to their maſ- 
ters. This evening we came to Condiliero, 
v here the inhabitants (being Indians) flocked 
about us, as in amazement, and brought us 
before their king, who was ſitting on a car- 
pet ſpread on che ground, in great ſtate, af- 
ter this manner. He was ſurrounded by 
his guards, holding ſpears in their hands, a 
great many. He demanded of us, with 
great civility and affable behaviour (in 
broken Spaniſh) from whence we came, and 
= where we were going; to the firſt I anſwered, 
but to the laſt part of the queſtion faid, l 
could not tell, but chat we were in hope to 
2 lave 
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have ſound a ſhip here bound for. the Ha- 


vanna ; upon which he gave us to underſtand, 


that there was no proſpect of meeting any 


ſhipping here, nor could he ſupport ſuch a 
company as we, but that he would order a 
perſon in the morning to put us on our way 
to a town called St. Peter's Solio, and, for 


our preſent refreſhment, commanded that 
two roaſted plantains ſhould be given to each. 


of us, with ſkins to reſt on that night, which 
we thankfully received. 


Theſe Indians only cover their private 


kun the king himſelf having nothing on 


ut a pair of drawers; but when they go to 
reſt they have a covering made of cotton, 
which they ſometimes wrap themſelves in, 


lying on a hide ſpread on the ground before 


a fire: my riſe often in the night to ſmoke 
and eat; for they are not able to reſt long 


becauſe of the vermin, which are intolerable, 


though they uſe all means poſſible to keep 
them off, by ſuffering nothing to grow near 
their houſes, that are made of cane covered 
with leaves. 

This town of Condiliero is pleaſantly ſitu- 
ated, being ſurrounded with fine cocoa-nut 
and plantain. trees, that are beautiful to the 


eye; the fruit of which are what the inhabi- 


rants chiefly live on.. Plantains are always 
ſeen on level ground, growing in thickets, 


or rather groves, but are commonly called 


by the natives Plantain Walks; their bodies 
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being very ſtrait, and about twenty feet high. 


Ihe fruit grows at the top, and is covered 


with great leaves, eight or ten feet long, and 
four feet broad, and are alſo very uſeful to 
the Indians. The trunk is about three feet 
in circumference, but ſo tender, that a man 


may cut it down with one ſtroke of a knife; 
and this is the way commonly made uſe of 
by the Indians when they want the fruit, they 
having no other way to come at it; and at- 
ter a tree is cut down in this manner, another 
will ariſe from the ſame root, and in a twelve- 


month's time come to full perfection, bear- 
ing fruit as the former. 

Early in the morning, according to the 
king's inſtruction, we ſet out from Condilie- 
ro, with our guide, the others having left us 
as ſoon as we firſt entered that town. But, 
however, to make themſelves ſome {mall 


amends for their trouble, they thought fit to 


ſtrip Mr. Rounce of his bloody ſhirt at part- 
ing. The ſame evening we came to St. 
Peter's, a Spaniſh town, and were carried be- 
fore the deputy-governor, who, after aſking 


us ſome queſtions, ſaid, © he ſhould be ob- 
liged to commit us to prifon till he could 
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gare of a clear green, and ſmooth as glaſs, 
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ſend to the governor of Comayagua, to 


know what he ſhould do with us.” The 


only favour we intreated of him was, that he 
would give us ſomething to eat; upon which 
he ſaid, he would ſuffer one of us to go 

LTD Tl in. about 


I - 


LET 
_ 


” __—_ - - % = * 2 Gs 7 
— —U— — 
"ag" 88 r 0 ö "TO" 


8 — 
unn capatop 


— 


— ESE 
» "I — 


——A Ä ˙¹.¹ 1 
8 . - SORTS 
ft” \> 


P * 


— 
9 


24 TuT UNFORTUNATE 


about the town to collect charity for the reſt. 
This office I was obliged to take upon me, 
becauſe there was none of our company be- 
ſides that could ſpeak a word of Spaniſh. * 
The firſt expedition I made this way, I got 
{ome plantains, and the head of a buffalo, 
with which I haſted to my fellow ſufferers, 
whom I found in priſon, lying on the ground 
among ſtrange forts of vermin, and making 
bitter complaints of their wounds. Thomas 
Whitehead died the next day, 8 
It happened, that a negroe man coming 

to difcourſe with us here out of curioſity, was 
greatly moved with our ſufferings, and ac- 
quainted us, that the governor of Comay- 
agua, who was to determine our fate, was a 
cruel man to the Engliſh, and that he would 
certainly condemn us all to the mines, as 
he conſtantly ferved thoſe of our nation wb 
0 were ſo unhappy as to fall into his hands. 
1 This information terrified us to that degree, 
that Thomas Rounce, Baniſter, and myſelf, 
1 reſolved, if poſſible, to make our eſcape out 
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} of priſon, and try if we could get to ſome 
1 part of the South Seas, We were much 


troubled, however, to think of leaving our 


| | countrymen behind, but hoping the gover- 
| nor would not deal ſo hardly by them, who 2 
were all diſabled men, and conſidering, that 

| if he did, our being partakers with them 


would be of no manner of ſervice to them, 


1 we put our project into execution unknown 
| 1, ” 
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to them, and ſtole out of the town about ten 
o'clock at night; fo far the law of ſelf- pre- 
ſervation will prevail, 

By direction of the negroe, we took a path 
which led us through mountains that were 
all on fire, that 1s, there was nothing grow- 
ing on them but what was of one continual 
blaze, - that made a dreadful roanng, We 


travelled thus eight leagues almoſt ſcorched 
to death, and ſcemingly as though we wan- 


dered through the fiery regions of hell. 
This fire was occaſioned, as we ſuppoled, 
with deſign to clear the road of vermin, and 
beaſts of prey. The next day after this terri- 
ble journey, we came to a large ſavanna, or 
plain, where we faw great numbers of wild 
cattle.” Towards evening we came to a run 
of water, near the fide of an high mountain, 
of which we drank plentiſully, but could 
find nothing to allay our hunger ; here we 
took up our night's lodging, but having na 


conveniency to make a tire, we were in dan- 


ger of being torn in pieces by the beaſts, 


which made a continual roaring in our ears 


all the night. Mr Rounce continuing very 
bad of his wounds, ſaid he could get no far- 
ther; however, the next day we made ſhift 


to reach an Indian range or whigwam, 
where we found two Indian women. On 
pleading our neceſſities they gave us three 


planrains, and fome jerked beef, as they 


call it, that 1 1s, dried by the ſun, they having 
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no falt to cure it. With this good woman 
we ſtaid till night; and then came an Indian 
man, of whom we enquired the way to ſome 
town. He, by counting his fingers, and 
pointing to the moon, made us underſtand, 
it was two months journey to Wattemal, or 
Guatimala; but there was a town, he aid, 
called Santa Cruz, which we might reach 
in five days. 
So the next morning we ſet out for it; 
and after travelling mot of the day through 
a wood, we came to a great ſavanna, full of 
{mall paths croſſing each other every way: 
and not knowing which to take, we wander. = 
ed till night, and then laid us down under 
a tree, truſting to God to be our protector. 
In the morning we concluded to go north- © 
wards of this place, and ſaw great numbers 
of wild horſes, -cows, and buffaloes, which 
had occaſioned ic many paths. We were, 
at this time, in extreme want of water; ſo 
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|. that we were forced to chew the graſs for 
1 moiſture, and began to grow very diſconſo- 
F late, fearing we ſhould. never be able to get 
deut of ſo intricate a place. But coming to 
I: a very high tree, it came inte my head, 
| that if I got up, I might perhaps ſee ſome © 
| | houſe or »whigwam ; ſo up I got:to the very 
31 top, but no ſuch thing could I diſcern; 
| however, as Providence had ordered it,! 
ll | eſpied, at a great diſtance, ſomething hke a2 
| man on horſeback, to which we made oh = 
v3 8 rite | 
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found it to be a negroe on a mule : we pre- 
{ently acquainted him with our diſtreſs, and 
knowing us to be Engliſhmen, he. proteſſed 
great ſatis faction in that he could be ſervice- 
able to us, for he was himſelf, he ſaid, born 
in Jamaica, that being a thing thoſe people 
reckon as much of as if they had been born 
in England, Accordingly he took us to his 
range, and, in a friendly manner, brought 
us milk and plantains ſufficient, having cow- 
hides to ſleep on that night, and being very 
acceptable to us at-that time. . 


Now it happened, that this man's wife, 


an Indian woman, was very ill, and lame of 
both her legs, upon which account her huſ- 
band was in great affliction, and aſked, If 
either of us had any ſkill in ſargery? We 
ſaid Yes, and though we could not boaſt 


of much knowledge that way, yet we judged, 
that the taking away ſoine blood might be 
of ſervice to her; but then we were at a great 


loſs for want of a lancet; but the man got us 
a ſharp knife, with which Mr. Baniſter 
let her blood in both iter legs, and it pleaſed 


God to crown this undertaking with ſuch 
ſucceſs, that the next day the woman could 
make ſome uſe of her legs. This ſo much re- 


Joiced her huſband, that he killed a cow for 
our better entertainment whilſt we ſtaid with 
him, and that we might have proviſion when 
we departed, the better to enable us to per- 
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form ſome part of our journey. We ſtaid 


here four days, helping him to build a new 


range. He told us, we had four or five 
hundred leagues to travel before we could 
come to any part of the South Seas, and 


that there were but few inhabitants by the 


way; he gave us likewiſe to underſtand, we 
ſhould meet with many and great dangers, 
which he feared would prove un conquerable, 
and that it would be impoſſible for us to eſcape 
wild beaſts, without having great fires every 
night where we reſted, in order to which he 
gave us a ſteel, flint, and ſome matches 
i:ade of wild cotton, with a horn to keep 
them dry in, and a piece of net for the con- 
veniercy of carriage. This preſent was of 
great ſervice to us throughout our journey, 


and is part of what I have brought home 


with me to England. 
Having thus afforded us the beſt help and 


inſtructions he was able, we took our leaves, 


but not without {ſending his brother to con- 
duct us out of the ſavanna, which was, as 
they ſaid, twenty leagues long, and ten 


broad, and as level as a bowling-green. In 


the evening we came to a grove of trees by 
the fide of a pond, where was plenty of old 
wood lying on the ground, out of which we 


made a fire, and roaſted our beef and plan- 
ff tains; but in the night came fuch fwarms of 


frogs, toads, and ſnakes out of the pond, 
that we were forced to take brands out of 
the 
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che fire, and lay about us to keep them . 
In the morning we took our way towards 
the mountains, and at noon we came to a 
run of water, where we ſaw ſeveral Indian 
women, with calabaſhes hanging in nets 
over their heads, to fetch water. We fol- 
lowed them at ſome diſtance up a hill, where 
were a great many whigwams ; and as ſoon 
as they ſaw us both women and children felt 
to ſcreaming and ſhouting like diſtracted 
creatures, and the noiſe ſoon brought the 
men about us, with their bows and arrows 
in their hands; but upon our telling them 
in Spaniſh that we were Engliſhmen, and 
ſtrangers to the country, and that we only 
wanted their directions in our way over the 
mountains, they were pacified, and agreed 
we ſhould ſtay with them that night. We 
endeavoured all we could to diſpel the fears 
the women and children had conceived of 
us, occaſioned only by the whitene!s of our 
ſkins, and the difference between our fea- 
tures and their's, which to them was very 
terrifying, having never before (as they ſaid) 
{een ſuch ſtrange people as we. 

This place was very pleaſant, and ſur- 
rounded with fine trees; they told us it was 
two days journey from thence to the en- 
trance of the mountains, whither we wanted 
to go; towards which in the morning we ſet 
out, and ſaw by the way great numbers af 


large monkies hanging, by their tails on trees, 
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with flocks of birds as big as our ſwans, the 


cocks with combos ſhaped like coronets, and 


all over beautified with plumage of various 


colours. About ſun- ſet we came to a thicket 
of fine tall trees bearing fruit as big as an 


apricot, and yellow as gold; we found abun- 
dance of it lying on the ground picked by 
birds, on which we ventured, and regaled 
ourſelves very delightfully. This ſecming 
a proper place to take up our night's Jodg- 
ing at, we made our fire accordingly, and 
reſted pretty well that night; in the morning, 
the trees were covered over with thoſe large 
birds, and little creatures, no bigger than a 


man's hand, with faces perfectly like human 


kind, which to us appeared very wonderful, 


nor could we cver learn of what ſpecies 


they were. 

All this day we ſteered our courſe to the 
ſouthward, as near as we could gueſs by the 
fon, till we came to ſome very high moun- 


tains, one of which we aſcended ; from whence 


we law a frnall plain, and beyond that, 
mountains of fuch prodigious height, that 
we could not ſee their tops. We deſcended 


tothe plain, when my fellow travellers aſked 


me, it we were going right? I could only 
anſwer, We muſt trult to Providence, which 


had hitherto wondGeriully 8 us. Mr. 
Baniſter ſaid, he was reſo 
for that the Indians had directed i into the 


lved to go back, 


mountains, only with intent that we ſhould 


never 


EO ES "A 
. „ mwH2; 


: 98 OI. k : . , EO * = 0 „ : , 3 SR TE. 5 og et 8 
EDS . / * 3 3 0 4 3 8 1 © A FEES. OED a 4 A : „ „% „ ô— ho. Jt + ; . „ 5 bl 1 5 K = 
. di 3 9 5 3 —— 5 — a ED g A ; * SES „ ae CER, | 4 4 a 7177. Oo ata OS 5 i DW, ED 
3 * E 4 * . * : 0 75 5 os 9 8 Go * - D 2 NE * $ 8 I % 5 at; 
.» . e 4 © = os ey % 2 : 2 « I * gd 0 els * „ * PE 4 8 4 Ss 3 / 8 e ous. 4 N x: % ES 


ENGLISHMEN. 


never come out of them, and that, if we pro- 
ceeded, we muſt inevitably periſh there. 
As we ſtood debating, I ſa three little things 
running through the; graſs (being pretty high) 

as nimble as deer, but could not dickinguiſfi 
their Ipecies, yet we followed, and oblerved 
them to take into a whigwam, Whither we 
made all the haſte poſſible, and found them 
to be three Indian boys. In this whigwam 


{at an old man ſtone blind, on whom the 


boys had got faſt hold, fearing we ſhouid do 
them ſome harm; and indeed, when we 

firſt entered, the poor children were ſtruck 
with ſuch tear and aitoniſhment, that they 
trembled, and looked as if we were going 
to devour them alive. We aſked the old 
man, It we had taken the right way to pafs 
the mountains? He ſaid, No; and that, if 
we had attempted to go farther, we ſhould 
certainly have been torn in pieces. He de- 
fired us to fit down, ſaying, that when his 
family came home he ſhould have ſomething 
to refreſh us with, which was what we very 
much wanted, and had almolt deſpaired of, 


After a while came three men and three 


vomen, who brought with them a great 


quantity of honey comb and plantains; they 8 


ſeemed ſtrangely ſurpriſed at us, and aſked 
the old man what we were? He anſwered, 
We were Spaniards; but, on my telling 
him we were Engliſhmen, he ſaid, He had 
formerly heard of ſuch men, but had never 
ſeen 
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ſeen any, and was ſorry, that now ſo fair an 
oppor! tunity offered, he could not gratify his 
curioſity that way. I defired to know how 
long he had been blind ; upon which he called 


for a ſtringof berries, bidding me count them; 


1 did ſo, till I came to two hundred and 


four ; then! hne ſaid, {0 many moons had he 


been blind, that is, fifteen years, nine 
months. One of his ſons being ſick, Rich- 
ard Baniſter let him blood at the father's re- 


queſt, WhIeh to much obliged the old man, 
that he did not ſend us away empty of ſuch 


proviſions as he had; and at our parting the 
next morning, he ordered a boy to bring us 


on our way, ſtrictly charging him not to 


leave us till the ſun was in the meridian, 
which the boy punctually obeyed ; and then 
took his leave of us with one knee to the 
ground, and clapping his hands, as the In- 
dian way of bidding farewel. 

After this we made what haſte we could 
towards the next mountains we were to paſs 


over, and had not gone far before we ſaw 


two or three ranges, and therein ſeveral In- 
dians, men and women, of whom we de- 
fired leave to ſtay there that night, to which 
they readily conſented, bringing us a mat 
to lie on, One of them ſhewed me a lump 
of gold, aſking, it 1 knew what it was ? 
and ſaying, we mult ſtay, and help them to 
get ſome more ſuch, for that the rains were 


coming on, which waſh it trom the moun- 


tains. 
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7 tains. They have dams to ſtop the water, 
and cane utenſils to fift the gold from the 
= ſand, and then running it into little lumps, | 


2 therewith paying tribute to the king of 
= Spain; and if any remains, it goes moſt 
commonly among the holy fathers, if they 


are Chriſtians, leaving themſelves but little 


to apply to their own og This propoſal, 


= though a golden one, was not acceptable to 


us; but our fellow traveller, Mr. Baniſter, 
began again to lament bitterly, ſaying, We 
were got among heathens, who would keep 
us ſtarving | in theſe mountains all the days 


= of our lives ; however, in the morning, we 


caſily excuſed ourſelves to them, ſaying, 
we were obliged ro go forwards with all 
ſpeed to Gracias de Dios, and fo left them, 


without any attempt made by them to ſtop - 


us. 
About ſun- ſet we came to a fine fpring of 


water, by which we ſat down to drink, and 
liked it ſo well, that I believe four quarts a- 


piece did not excuſe us. 


Mr. Rounce full continuing bad of his 


wounds, began to deſpair of being able to 


travel farther; I made a fire, in "order to 


ſtay here this night, and dreſſed his wounds. 
He being much better in the morning, we 


{et out again; but could not poſſibly travel 
far in one day, ON. account of the extreme 


heat, the fun being, as it were, perpendicu- 


lar ; ; and as We had hs covering for our heads 
716 'Or 


—— 3 
8 "Md 
a” OR 


3 
3 r 
1 SETS r 
4 an 


34 Tu UNFORTUNATE 


or bodies, it almoſt flayed us alive. As 


went along we ſaw abundance of large trees 1 
on fire, ſuppoſed to be done by the heat of * 
the ſun, and met with two Indians, riding 
on mules, of whom we enquired how far it 


was to Vera Paz, or the entrance of the 


mountains of Ococingo ? They let us know 
by ſigns, that we might reach it by ſun- ſet, 

and faid they were come from a town called 5 
Apaublo, which was about ten leagues be- 


yond the mountains. 


At night we came to the Rake, or entrance 


of Vera 'Paz, and diſcovered a great light, 


occaſioned by trees being ſet on fre by the: A 
Indians, to preſerve themſelves from wild # 
beaſts, that {ſwarm on thoſe mountains, and 


to ſerve for a light to them at leaſt ſome part 
of that long dark way of Vera Paz that they 
are frequently obliged to pals. 


Vera Paz is a paſſage between the moun- 
tains, about twenty feet broad, very rocky, 
and full of great ſtones; one ſerved us to fit | 1 
on all night, and at day- break we proceeded 
on our journey, but could hardly diſcern the 


day; for the mountains are ſo very high, and 
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end ſo towards one another at the top, that 


wie could never ee the ſkies, but were forced 


to carry brands of fire in our hands, that 4 


afforded but a very gloomy. light in this 


place. 


and | 


Such was the yelling and roaring of wild ; 
beaſts out of this cavity; ſuch the horror | 
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and gloom of the place we were in; nay, and 
bach even the ſight of each other, by the un- 
certain light in our hands, that well might 
we ſay, as we often did, Now are we in the 
Ion of darkneſs indeed Every thing 


char preſented itſelf to us here was, in reality, 


very terrible ; nor was there a drop of water 
to be had, ſo that we were almoſt dying with 
Ithirtt our feet alſo were ſo cut and gored 
that it was with extreme pain we underwent 
that uncouth walk, which laſted us twenty 
*leagues. We were three days and three 
a which were all one here, before we 


got through, having had little or no reſpite 


in all that time. 


3 


On che morning of the fourth day we came 
out on a large plain, where were great num- 


{ bers of fine deere and in the made ſtood a 
tree of unuſual ſize, ſpreading it's branches 


over a vaſt compaſs of ground: curioſity 


3 d us up t tO it. We had percciy ed, at ſome 
diſtance oft, the ground about it to be wet, 


Kat which Gs began to be ſomewhat ſurpriſed, 
1 well kn zowing no rain had fallen for near fix 
monthis paſt,” according to the certain courſe 


4 of the ſcaſon in that latitude; and that it was 


fun's having power to exhale all moiſture of 


13 to be occaſioned by the fall of the 
+ dew on the tree, we were convinced, by the 


4 > that nature jome minutes after his riſing: at 


5 bean, water dripping „or diſtilling, f faſt from 


laſt, to our great amazement and joy, we 


the 
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the end of every leaf of this wonderful (nor 
had it been amiſs if I had ſaid miraculous) © 
tree; at lcaſt it was ſo in reſpect to us, who 
had been labouring four days through ex- 
treme heat, without receiving the leaſt moiſt- 
ure, and were now almoſt expiring for the 


want of it. 


We could not help looking on this as 
liquor ſent from heaven to comfort and ſup- 


port us under our great extremity. We 


caught all we could in our hands, and drank | 


very 7 plentiſully, and liked it ſo well that W. 
could hardly prevail upon ourſelves to give 
over. A thing of this nature could not but 
excite us to make the ſtricteſt obſervation: 
concerning it; and accordingly we {tou 


under the tree near three hours, and found 


we could not fathom its body in five. We 


obſerved the foil grew to be very ſtony ; and 
upon the niceſt enquiry both of. the native: Þ 


0? the country and Spaniſh inhabitants, the 
ſay there was no other ſuch tree ſeen throug 


out New Spain, nor perhaps all Americ: T 
over; but 1 do not repreſent this as a pro- 
digy in nature, becauſe I am not 5 I. 
enough to aſcribe any natural caule for it; |. 


the learned may, perhaps, give ſubſtantia! 


teaſons in nature for what appeared to us a Þ 


great and marvellous fecret. 


When we had walked about four raile 5 


from hence, it brought us to a great pond | 
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full of fowl, 1 like our ducks, except 


that! 
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that they had red heads, and whiſtled like 
blackbirds. Near ſun-ſet we got into a fine 
valley, and hoped to have found ſo ne In- 
dians, but being diſappointed, and having 
no ſort of proviſion, we were in great extre- 
mity. I deſired my fellow-travellers to make 
a fire, to ſtay here all night; in the mean 
time I went to a thicket of trees near at hand, 
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before I came to the trees, I heard a notle 
like the falling of water. I followed the 
> _ found, it leading me to a great river, but a 
vaſt depth beneath me; however, with much 
difficulty, I got to it, and found a calabaſh 
© lyinguſt at the brink of the water; I filled 
the calabaſh, and returned to my thirſty com- 
panions; who, in the mean time, - had had 
the good fortune to find ſome pine-apples. 
By the help of this the night paſſed more 
' comtortably than we expected. 


journey towards ſome. very high mountains, 


the day, ſuppofing | it would bring us to ſome 


fruitleſs walk drove us almoſt to de ſpa! r; 
however, we refolved to go up one of the 
mountains, and try if we could ſec any thing 
from thence, In our way up we heard the 
crowing of ; a cock, and looking about, eſpied 
two 
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to try if I could find berries, or any ching 
elſe to eat, or a little water to drink; but, 


"8 The next morning, we continued our 


and failing into a ſmall path, kept i in it all 


* Indian town; but, inſtead ef that, it led us 
co a run of water, and there it ended. This 
al 
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two Indian ranges in a valley, ſo vaſtly ſteep 
every way we could diſcern, that we judged 
1t almoſt impoſſible to come at it; yet we 
reſolved to uſe our utmoſt endeavours to get 
ſome way or other, and at laſt accompliſhed 
it by ſcrambling on our hands and knees. 
The Indians (for there were ſeveral here) 
who ſaw us perform this .feat, were much 
ſurpriſed, and enquired what we were, and 
from whence we came? I told them Engliſh- 
men, and came from St. Peter's Solio, and 
were going to Wettemal, begging them to 
give us a little water, and leave to ſtay there 
all night. Immediately one of them brought 
a calabaſh full of milk, and tygers' ſkins to 
lie on; ſaying, that in the morning he would 


ſhew us the way to an Indian town. "This 


man had a child burſten-bellied, whom I un- 
dertook to cure, and accordingly made a 
truſs of cane, and ſuch things as I could get 
fitting, and fixing it on the child, ſo as I 
hoped might prove effectual. "This lo pleaicd 
the father, that he killed a fowl, and dre ſſed 
it for our ſupper, and, as a farther mark of his 
gratitude, gave me a knife, that ever after 
proved of great ſervice to us, and I have it 


{till by me, 


In the morning he put us in our way, as 


he had promiſed, and told us we might reach 


it before night; when we had got within a 


mile of it, we perceived ſeveral women com- 


ing with jars of water in nets, hanging on 


their 
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their heads. As ſoon as they ſaw us, though 
not till pretty near them, down fell the Jars, 
and away ran the women with great celerity 
to the town. We ſuppoſed the men would + 
ſoon be upon our backs, which happened ac- 
core dinely ; for at once out they came ready 
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ar med with their bows and arrows, two of 


them having white wands in their hands; 
they dema: aded, according to cuſtom, whence 
we came, and where we were going? | re- 
plied, we came from Porto Cavallo. Then 


they brought us before their king, or go- 


Vernor, WhO Was himſelf an Indian ; he was 


fitting on a chair, and many others kneeling 


on the ground about him. He aſked of 
what country we were? We told him Eng- 


Hhmen, taken by Pedro Polias, and John- | 


ſon, our countryman, We told him alſo in 


what manner they had ſerved us, and found 
he had been acquainted with them at St. 
Peter's. He ſaid, there was a town called 
Gracias a Dios, not above fix days journey 
from thence, and that a couple of our coun- 
trymen lived there, which was very agreeable 


= 


news to us. Then he . us to a 


ranges: ſaying, he would order that every 


thing, ond punctually perf ormed kis promiſe. 


The m. anner of co llecting the charity was by 
tne ſound of the pipe and tabor, the perſons 
appointed for that purpoſe going from houſe. | 
to houſe, gathering fore Plantains for us. 

4 Dea The 


inhabitant in the ton ſhould give us ſorne-- 
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The tabor was made of a piece of a hollow 


— 


tree, covered with a ſkin, and the pipe of à 
reed ; after ſtaying here two nights and one 
day, we ſet out for Gracias a Dios. 

In our firſt day's journey from hence we 
paſted over very high rocks all of fine mar- 
ble, curiouſly veined with various colours; 
at the bottom of theſe rocks was a path that 
led us to à great river. This was what the 
Indian governor had before told us of by the 


name of the river Grande, which, he ſaid, we 


{ſhould have occalion to croſs to and fro for 
many days. W'e got over it with ſome dit- 
ficulty, on trees that lay acroſs the river; 


and paſſed through a grove- of bamboos and 


cane, and on one fide of the grove, on a tall 
ſtalk, grew a beautiful flower, ſomewhat re- 


fembling the glory of the ſun, About noon 


we came to a ſavanna, where we fat down, 
and reſted ourſelves, the fun being ſo ex- 
tremely hot, that we could not travel above 


five leagues a day. In the evening we came 


to the ſide of the river again, where we found 
the tracks of men's feet, but could not diſ- 
cover the way they went. We agreed to 

croſs it again in queſt of them, and on our 
landing on che other fide, as we thought, we 


found two paths, one leading up the river, 


and the other down. We choſe that which 


led down; but, after a walk of about two 


or three miles, found ourſelves upon a nar- 


row ſlip of land, with the river running on. 


both 


* 
BE. 

* 
3 

8 
4 3 I 

be” 
_ 
FP. 
Fd 
* 

— 48 

1 
3 
Xx 
1% 
by 


* AL 
FY 4 
3 Eats 
ER, hs 5 LE . 
„ 6 155 


both ſides us very rapidly ; by which we per- 

* ceived, that inſtead of croſſing it, as we ima- 
geined, we were only got upon an iſland in 
the middle of it. Now the day being far 
jpent, and this no proper place to ſtay in, 
nor dared we venture to gain the main land 
from hence, ſo that we were forced to go 
back, and try our, fortune in the other path; 
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that as in the firſt, we came to a broad clear 
plot of ground, furrounded by very tall and 
ſpreading trees; and, in the middle, was a 
1 — place ter.ced in with cane, and covered 
= with leaves. U pon examining it we found 


granary. or ſtorchoule to preſerve the corn 
from beaſts; and in this place we took up 
| our night's lodging. Here being plenty of 
wood, we prefentiy made up a great fire, 


ple of calabaſhes, that we took to the river; 
and filled full of water. We had no ſooner 


done this, than ſeveral tygers were ſcen croſſ- 


ing the . towards us. We ran full ſpeed 
to the fire, that we knew to be our lp ſe- 
curity, wh reached it before they could come 
near us. | 

It is common for theſe creatures to take 
into ſtill waters, though they ſo much dread 
the raging of the ſoa: that, if it beats vio- 
lently againſt the ſhore, they will not come 
yn near * any account. We had but a very 
D 3 indifferent 


kMcLIs RME at 


and uber we had traverſed about as far in 


{ome Indian corn that had dee erected as a 


and fell to roaſting our corn, and got a cou 
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indifferent night of it here; for we heard ſuchi 
prodigious howling and noiſes of wild beaſts, 
that we expected to have been devoured be- 
fore morning. N | 

Soon as the day broke, we got off this 
iſland to the main, and went on by the fide 
of a mountain, till we met with a range ; in 
which we found a Mulatto man, and ſome 
Indians, ſtripping tobacco, of whom we en- 
quired the way to Gracias a Dios. The 
Mulatto brought us hides to fit on; and at- 
ter ſome diſcourſe concerning our misfor- 
tunes, I told him our deſign was to go to 
tome part of the South Sea, where we might 
meet with an Engliſh factory; but, he ſaid, 
we had undertaken a journey impoſſible for 
us to perform, for that the South Sea was ſo 
far off, and we ſhould have ſo many difficul- 
ties to ſtruggle with by the way, that we 
mult of neceſſity periſh in the attempt; but 


nothing he could ſay was able to divert us | 
from our refolution of proceeding on our 


journey. Before we took our leave they 
gave us three cakes made of Indian corn, 
which they call turtillias, and ſome tobacco. 
Alter this we ſteered our courſe to a place 
called Daggo, and about ſun- ſet came ro the 
river Grande again, there being a couple of 
ranges near, having four Indian women and 
three children. We deſired leave of them 
to ſtay there all night, but the ſight of us 
ſo frightened them that they made no reply- of 


1 hunt and fiſn, returned home with what they 
had caught; they preſently came up to us 
in a familiar manner, and ſhook us by the 
hands, aſking, if we were Spaniards; but 
I told them we were Engliſhmen. Then 


they took us into a range, and brought us 


ſun, not forgetting ſkins for us to lie on. 
They ſaid, here were ſome of our countrymen 
=> ſome time ſince, who were going to Gracias 
2 Dios, but that they died before they reached 
the place. In the morning (tor here we 
lodged that night) I begged them to give 
me ſomething to help us on the road; they 
brought us a few plantains, excuſing them- 


give. 


As ſoon as we left them, we crofled the 
river, and paſſed through a large wood, 
ſeeing great flocks. of parrots and macko 
beſides {everal ſorts. of other birds, that all 
together made a ſtrange harmony. Here 
was plenty of fruit as yellow as gold, ſhaped 
like an egg, and as big as that of a hen, 


directly over a favanna, there being abun- 
dance of wild. horſes ;- and from thence over 


ſeveral high hills; at the bottom thereof ran 


the river Grande, which we were again forced 
| tO 
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I and bye the huſbands or relations of 
2 theſe women, who had been out that day to 


fiſh and veniſon, that had been dried! in the 


ſclves as having nothing elſe in readineſs to 


of theſe we ate freely, never ſerupling thoſe 
the birds pecked. From. this wood we paſſed 
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to croſs. About evening” we came to a 
whigwam, fulding a couple of Indians there- 


in; our manner was ever to enquire of them, 
as being ſtrangers to the country, and this 
commonly proved ſufficient to gain us a civil 
reception, for one night, at lcaſt, thoſe poor 
people ſeldom or never failing to treat us 
with great humanity, and reheve us to the 
utmoſt of their capacity; though they have 
nothing themſelves, but what they get with 
great difficulty and danger. This is a great 
ſhame and reproech to us, and ſhould make 
us with: horror reflect upon the cruel uſage 
they formerly received from their Spaniſh 
conquerors, which they often commemorate ; 
nor can it be forgot by the whole world. 


_ Theſe Indians took us into their whigwam; 


and being defirous to cheer our drooping 
ſpirits, took a deal of pains to make a plea- 
fant and comfortable liquor, called Cheely, 
done aiter this manner; they take a certain 
quantity of Indian corn, which they roaft or 
parch up before a fire, and then grind it to 


a fine powder between a. couple of ſtones, 


and having hot water ready, they pour it on, 
and let it ſtand to infuſc. This liquor, be- 
ſides what they gave us to eat, made a con- 


fortable repaſt 3 but, above all, A couple of 
birds they kept, being very tame, and ſuf- 


fered to fly abroad at their pleaſure, enter- 
tained us; they were no bigger than a ſpar- 
row, but could talk intelligibly, and whiſtle 


; and 
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and ſing admirably ; the cock had a comb 
like our game cocks, and the hen a croppled 
2 crown, red wings, and yellow bodies, and 
n black circle round their necks. Thoſe 
_ try faid, we might get to Gracias a Dios 
in two or three days, and Tar: Apaublo was 
between it and us. 

In the morning we took our leave of them, 
and paſſed over a ſavanna, covered with a 
Aort of graſhopper or fly, of a yellowiſh co- 
pour; the air alſo was ſo thick of them, that 
it was nigh darkened thereby, that we could 
hardly keep on our road, being almoſt 
Rifted by the concourle of them; and thus 
we travelled till ſun-ſet ; at that time, be- 
ing got to the ſide of the river, we conſented: 
to paſs the night, and made our fire accord- 
ingly, in order to fit and reſt ourſelves: 
there was great plenty of lime and orange 
trees. | 
In the morning, as ſoon as the ſun was: 
glen, we waded through the river, but the 
ſtream ran fo faſt, that it carried us a long 
oo before we could get aſhore. We had 
0 ſooner overcome this difficulty, but ano- 
her preſented itſelf; we were obliged to 

0 imb up ſeveral high and ſteep mountains, 
which after our late tatigue in crofling the 
Aver was very grievous to us. On the tops 

of theſe mountains was fine level land, 
Wlorned here and there with beautiful groves. 
About noon a great river diſcovered itſelf to 
| us, 
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us, very ſteep from us, and when we got to 
it, the ſtream was ſo very rapid, we could| { 
not contrive to croſs it; and at laſt began 
to ſuſpect we had miſſed our road, and wer: 

going back again; but happening to ſee ag 
s couple of Indians coming up to us, we ha 
_ourfelves upon the ground till. they came, 
and then atked them which way we ſhouiÞ 
get over?. They ſaid, we muſt go up the ri. ſpa» 
ver; and told us, they were Indians oel 
Honduras, and that they came from Guati-Þ 
mal. We went on as they directed, for: 
ſome miles, without ſeeing any probabilit 14 
of croſſing: but at length obſerved ſome- N 
thing at a diſtance that appeared like a great 
net, hanging acroſs the river, between two 
mountains. We got into a path that led 
up to it; and, on the beſt obſervation that 
could be made at that diſtance, we could 
not determine if it was deſigned for a bridge, 
or a net to catch fowls or beaſts in. It Was 
made of cane, and faſtened to four trees; c: 
two of which grew cn the mountain on this |] 
fide, and the other two on the mountain op- 
poſite to it, an the other ſide of the river. i $ 
hung down like a haramock ; the icweſt panel 
of it, which was the middle, being about en- 
ty feet from the ſurface of the water, but fill 
it could not certainly be judged if this wa 
intended, in reality, as 4 bridge for travel- 
lers, being in doubt if it might be ſtrongg 
enough to bear a man's weight. Ve were, 
| | therefor, 
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therefore, ſome time before we could pre- 
*F upon ourſelves to venture on 1t ; and 
hen we did, it was but ſlowly, and very 
cautiouſly, for the bottom was made ſo open, 
Ethic we had much ado to manage our teer 
do ſteadily as required. Every itep we took 
pave great motion to It, which, with the ſwift- 
15 ſs of the ſtream underneath, occaſioned 
4 lich a dizzineſs in the head, that, I believe, 
2 were a full hour in getting over; but, 
Jing accompliſhed it, we fat us down to 
Ficw and admire this complear piece of work- 
. Hanſhip and ingenuity, for ſuch it really 
. We could not conceive how it could 
ac poſſible to be conveyed from one moun- 
{in to the other, conſidering how forcibly 
e water ran in this place, which we knew 
would make it impracticable for men to ſwim 
er with one end of it; nor could it be done 
canoes, or any other thing that we could 
t brook to be made uſe of by the Indians ; 
r though they are certainly a people of 
"ot dexterity in their own way, yet 1t is 
Fl known they are utter ſtrangers to all 
-s in uſe among the Europeans, and others, 
m uch like occaſions. We obſerved this 
was hidge to be very old and decayed, and 
l- kicficd i it might have hung there ſome hun- 

bug eds of years, and, if fo, it muſt have been 
exe ore the Spaniards entered the country; 
e, as the people here have no uſe of let- 
bs, we could never come to any certainty 
conceruing 


3 


1 
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concerning its antiquity. This we learned Þ 
notwithitanding, by enquiry made of the na 
tives, that it had hung 4n that manner 10 
out of mind, and chat it had been (but the 
could not tell whe n) a very publick road f aſs 
paſſengers, though then quite diſuſed. 
mult not forget to acquaint the reader, tha 
the breadth of the river under the hammock 
bridge (as we called it) is full a quarter of, 
mile. 5 
This evening we got to an old whigwa ; 
foriaken by the Indians, as is con 
amongſt them, in which we took up of 
night's lodging, and in the morning ſet o 
again; but our proviſions being all paß 
we were forced to employ part of our tin 
that day in gathering ſuch berries as cou 
be found to appeaſe our hunger. After tÞ 
Velling over a ſavanna, about fun-ſct 1 4 
came to a run of clear water, by the i 
whereof were fine plantain walks. Wh 
we fat here to reſt us, came ſeveral Ind 
women to fetch water; but, like thoſe 
had met with before on the ſame errand, Þ 
ſoon as they ſaw us, away they ran, [crea i 
ing moſt terribly, and tent their huſband 
ſce what we were. The men ſeemed to 
in a great rage, ſuppoſing, perhaps, {of 
injury might have been offered the woms 
upon this I thought proper to tell them 
were Spaniards going to Guatimal, and 
fired them to let us ſtay with them chat ni 
Th 


greatly to like us, yct they agreed for us to 


called Papola a Palpa, appointing us A 
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There were but a couple of them who under- 
ſtood Spaniſh, and though they did not ſeem 


ay, and therefore carricd us to their town, 


range, and brought us plantains, and wood 
that we might make a fire to roaſt them; 
but as they ſtill doubted us, they kept a 
guard over us all night. _ 


About day-break we got out of this town, 


and after we had walked about a mile croſſed 
the great river, and went directly through a 
wood, finding plenty of locuſts, and ate 
very heartily. Then we came to a large 
plain, and ſat down to reſt ourſclves, the 
tun being ſo hot in theſe parts, and eſpecially 
in this month of May, that we could hardiy 


ſuffer our feet to touch the ground. As we 


travelled farther on this plain, we faw ſcve- 
ral patches of ſugar-cane ; by this we calily 
judged we were not far from Gracias a Dios; 


accordingly about four o'clock in the aſter- 
noon we walked into that town, No ſooner 
had we entered it, but a woman beckoned 


to us from a houſe, to whom we made up 
with all ſpeed. There was in the houſe with 


her a very old man, who aſked us ſeveral 


queſtions, particularly, if we could ſpeak 


Spaniſh, and what countrymen we were? 


gave him our hiſtory as briefly as I could, 
and deſired to be informed of the beſt courſe 
for us to get at ſome Engliſh factory. At 

: . Panama, 
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Panama, ſays he, there is an En liſh 
| factory, and none nearer ; but then it is 1255 
or five hundred leagues to it, and you will 
naever be able to travel thither, becauſe the 
rains are coming on, which will laſt ſix 
months without intermiſſion. However, 
ſiays he, I will put you in the beſt method ] 
can, which 1s this: there is a place called 
Sonſonnata, about one hundred leagues from 
hence, from whence veſſels frequently fail for 
Panama); to this place I would adviſe you to 
make what haſte you can, and, in all hke- 
lihood, you will get a paſſage thither.“ 
This gave us a little encouragement, Then 
be told us of two of our countrymen, who 
lived about eight leagues off, and ſaid, that 
| one was named William, and the other Tho- 
mas. After this diſcourſe he began to 
think of ſomething to eat, and gon far or- 
dered ſome plantains to be roaſted ; and, 
the mean time, brought us out honey, and 
a fine fruit called Sopotoas, that grew on 
| very high trees, hanging like apples, but as 
1 big as melons, and as red as cherries; they 
have a very delicious taſte, and large ſtones 
within them; I have brought ſome of them 
home. 
The town of Gracias a Dios; 18 ſurrounded F 
with plantains, cocoa, and abundance f 
fruit trees. The houſes here are made of | 
cane, and covered with leaves. We ftaid 
here two days to reſt ourſelves, but were 
forced 
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forced to beg about the town before we came 
from thence, for ſomething to help us on 
the road; but it not being in any one's power 
here to ſpare much, we only got ſome plan- 
tains, and on the third day fer out in queſt 
of our countrymen Thomas and William. 
Soon after we left Gracias a Dios we 
paſſed over a run of water, and then aſcend- 
ed a very high mountain, and about noon 
came to a delightful place, like a fine park, 
abounding with ſtately deer. Here were 
the talleſt and largeſt trees I ever ſaw, and 
their bodies ſo thick, that we could not fa- 
thom them in leſs than eight times. 
At the end of this place, where we got 
about evening, ſtood an old range, but no 
one near it. Not far from hence was a new 
range; we made to it, in hopes of meeting 
ſomebody ; ; but there came on ſuch a ſtorm 
of thunder, lightning, and rain, that kept 
us there that night. | | 
The next day ſome Indians met us, of 
whom we enquired the way to Alvado, and - 
if they knew one William an Engliſhman 
that lived there? They ſaid, they knew him 


very well, but it was three l-agues to his 


whigwam. About evening we arrived at 
William's habitation, but to our great dif- 
appointment he was abroad. His wife, who 


was an Indian, told us, he was gone with 


Thomas his countryman, and would not 
return within twenty days, 1 underſtood? 
| E 2 they 
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they had been brought into this country 
| | when little boys, but by what means I could 
| not learn, However, it ſeems, they were 
not able to get out of it, nor do J believe 
| ever any one did before us, that had the 
| misfortune of being in our fortorn ſtate. 
Mrs. Wilham (for I know no other name to 
call her by) informed us, that © there was 
2 countryman of our's not far off, that her 
huſband, by ſome ſtratagem, had brought 
out of the mines.” We defired her to fend 
for him, which ſhe accordingly did, and at 
night he came to us. We hoped to be well 
| informed by him, how to ſteer our courſe in 
the beſt manner, but in this we were mil- 
taken, for he ſaid, he had been taken at Trux- 
Illo eight years before, and was carried di- 
| rectly to the mines, where he had ſpent 
mnoſt of that time, and was therefore ſo much 
a ſtranger to the country, that he could give 
us no manner of intelligence about it. We 
propoſed to him to endeavour with us to 
get away; but he ſaid he could not under- 

take to travel ſo long a journey aſter our 
manner. Perhaps the true motive of his re- 
fuſal was, he had, like his friend, ſettled 
his affections on ſome woman of the country. 
We ſtaid here two days, and had the beſt 
entertainment the poor woman could give 
us; ſhe alſo procured us a bull's hide, that 
wie cut, and tied to the ſoles of our feet, that 
were at this time in a very ſore Pr 
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Our countryman told us, there was an In- 
dian town called Petapa, or St. John's, not 
above two days journey trom this place, and 
the people there would direct us to Sonſon- 
nata. 

From hence we ſet out, being in a man- 


ner no wiſer than we were before, and ſteered 


our courſe ſouth-weſt, and, as near as we 


could gueſs by the ſun, for the South Seas. 


By ſun- ſet we came to our old range, where 
we lay betore we came to our countryman's, 
and there once more took up our night's 


lodging. In the morning we met a couple 


of Indians, that directed us to go through 


ſuch a valley, where, they ſaid, we ſhould” 
| ſee a range, and might get ſome milk and 


plantains. We went as directed, and by 
the way gathered a fruit ſeemingly like a 
quince, very delicious to the taſte, ſeeing: 


creat herds of fine cattle. At noon we came 


to the valley, and found the range fixed be- 


tween four trees, according to cuſtom, with: 


cows tied to the trees. Here were two men 
and two women. I aſked them how far it 


was to Petapa? They ſaid, we might get 


thither in two days. As I perceived they 
had no knowledge of the Engliſh, I told 
them we were Spaniards ; upon this they 
ſeemed not to like us; yer, when I deſired 
them to give us ſomething to eat, they did 


not think fit to refuſe, but brought us a to- 


malaw, made of Indian corn, and ſkins to 


— 
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lie on. We ſtaid here all night, being very 
much tormented by muſkitoes. Theſe In- 
dians he in hammocks, made of a ſort of 
ruſhes, that hang between two trees, 
At ſun- riſe we ſet out for Petapa, or St. 


John's, and about noon came to a fine run 


of water, by which, the day being very hot, 
we ſat down to reſt, In the evening we got 
out of the valley, and came on a large plain, 
where were abundance of wolves. We e im- 
mediately made a fire, having no other way 
to defend ourſelves from them, but were 
forced to keep walking round it all night ; 
for the place was ſo over-run with vermin 
that it was impoſſible to fit ſtill a moment. 
But this was the leaſt of our trouble: the 


wild beaſts made ſuch a hideous roaring, 


and alſo approached ſo ng ar us, that we were 
in fear our fire, though a large one, would 
hardly protect us from them. In the night 
we heard a great noiſe of horſes running full 
ſpeed, that we ſuppoſed were as nimbly pur- 

ued by the wolves. At day-break the noite 
_ ceaſed; and, perceiving they had all re- 
treated, we advanced. As we croſſed the 
favanna we found ſome places covered with 


the bones of cattle, that, no doubt, had been _ 


deſtroyed by theſe ravenous creatures. After 
this we went over ſome high hills, that 


brought us on fine level land, there being 


alſo great numbers of cattle. 


Before 
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Before ſun-ſet we came to a run of water, 
from which was a path leading up a hill, on 
the top whereof ſtood the Indian town of Pe- 
tapa, or St. John's. No ſooner had we got 
up the hill but the people from the town 
flocked about us, and among the reft one 
holding a white wand in his hand, demand- 

ing who we were-? I told him E naliſhmen ; ; 
he ſaid he knew of no ſuch people, and that 
Spaniards were not ſo white : however, after 
they had ſatisfied their curioſity in viewing 
us, and aiking ſome out-of-the-way queſ- 
tions, they took us to a range, and gave us 
 fome jerked beef and turtillias. The net 
day we departed for Chippea, two days jour- ©! | 
ney from hence. Petapa, or St. John's, as 
I ſaid, ſtands on a high hill, and commands | | 
a very beautiful proſpect; it is ſurrounded | | 
by ſavannas, and has plenty of fine cattle. |! Þ 

Soon after our departure hence we came 
to the mountains of Valladolid, very difiicult 1 
to aſcend, being very ſteep and ſtony. It | I 
took up a whole day getting over one, and 
we had four or five more to paſs. Being in 
a valley, and night coming on, we thought 
proper to ſtay there till morning; but could 

get no water, and very little wood to make | 

a fire. We were ſo peſtered with vermin | | 

we could not fit down all night. | 

In the morning we paſſed through a little 1. 
| wood, that brought us to the foot of another | | 

85 mountain, at the top of which we arrived! 

about 
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about noon: we looked round from thence, 
to lee if we could eſpy any whigwam ; bur, 
not perceiving any, we reſted ourſelves, and 


' flept two or three hours; but when we waked 


we were extremely cold, though jult before 
overpowered with heat. We went down the 
other ſide of the mountain, and came to a 


run of water, after croſſing which we per- 
ceived a range, and, going up to it, found 


therein a couple of women, one a Meſtie, 
and the other an Indian. I begged them to 
give us ſomething to eat; at firſt they ſeemed 
furpriſed, but at laſt brought us three plan- 
tains, deſiring to know of what nation we 
were. The Meſtie ſaid, that a white man, 


ſomething like us, whoſe name was Vallone, 


had lived with her a long while, but that he 
was now dead; he was, I believe, a French- 


man. 


At night came ſome Indian men, bring 


ing a wild cow they had killed, and gave us 


ſome of the fleſh, bidding us dreſs it after 


our own manner; we did "tos and found it 


of greater nouriſhment than any thing we 
had yet taſted in the country. Theſe Indians 


are very expert at catching wild beaſts, ang ; 


upon ſuch expeditions are commonly o 


| horſeback ; every one has a long flip of hide | 


in his hand, one end being faſtened about 


' the body of his horſe; and when he has 
| fixed on The beaſt he deſigns to take, he rides 
| cloſe NY him vey precipuately, and flings 


dhe 
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the other end over his horns, or about his 
neck; after this is done, immediately comes 
| £ | another, and wraps his aſh round the beaſt's 
legs, till, getting him down, they manage 
| kim as they pleaſe : after this manner they 
take the fierceſt beaſt that is. Then we got 
| ſome dried hide of them, and fixed it to our 
feet, which were again in as bad a condition 
f as ever. They ſaid it was ſeveral days jour- 
b Jer to any town or village, and aſked if we 
could walk from hence to our own country? 
told them No, it was ande and that 
ve muſt go to it by ſhipping; but they hav- 
ing no notion what that meant, I marked 
cut the figure of a ſhip on the ground, and, 
as well as I could repreſent it, floating on 
the water; at which they ſeemed to be in 
great admiration. Theſe people were very 
5 friendly, in giving us proviſion to ſuſtain us 
while going over the mountains, which we 
muſt of neceſſity paſs, though we ſhould 
have been glad to have avoided them. Our 
Way here was one day and two nights, and 
we then agreed, with the bleſſing of God, to 
fer forward once more. 
> We ever took the greateſt care to ſteer our 
courſe by the ſun, as the Indians directed, 
eſpecially i in paſſing theſe mountains, it being 
Impracticable to go directly over ſome of 
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them, we being forced frequently to wind 


pbour them; and if we ſaw any range or 
higwam in the vallics 1 in the evening, we 
. never 
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never failed to make up to it for ſhelter that 
night, 

We faw in the road great ſwarms of but- 
terflies, their wings of various colours, very 
beautiful to the eye, and as broad as a man's 
hand. In fix days we paſſed theſe moun- 
tains of Comyagua, or Valladolid, lying be- 
_ tween Gracias a Dios and Salvador; - then 
we came to the great village of Chippea, the 
inhabitants ſoon flocking about us ; in par- 
ticular, an old man, who {aid he had been 
very converſant with white people formerly, 
when he was in the South Sea; and told his 
companions, that they were good men, and 
loved the Indians very well, claiming thereby 


their eſteem. He ſpoke g good Spaniſh, and 


very civilly took us to his whigwam, and 
treated us with beef and plantains, as alſo 
plenty of the liquor called Cheely, reckoned 
a rarity among the Indians, and is drank 
only at extraordinary times. Being thus 
refreſhed, our benefactor took us abroad to 
be ſpectators of the evening ſports and en- 


tertainments, that were on account of a 
great cantico, or public feſtival, to be held 
at that time. The people were all got into 
a very jocund and pleaſant humour, running 
about the town, laughing, ſhouting, ſinging, þ 
and playing on inſtruments. of muſic, and at] 
ſeveral games: but, above all, we admire Þ 
their great dexterity in riding horſes, and 
managing, them Incomparably,. without bri- 
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dle, ſaddle, whip, or ſpur, though juſt taken 


wild from the ſavannas. It is a great diver- 


ſion here to tie a ſtring about the legs of a 
cock, hanging him up between a couple of 


trees, ſo high, that a man may ſit ſtill on 
horſeback, and juſt reach the cock's head, 

that hangs down; this done, comes a com- 
pany of men riding full ſpeed one after an- 
other under him, trying who can firſt twitch 
his head off, and he that performs it is ac- 
counted a great artiſt; ſoon as the head 1s 
down, the lookers-on (who, when I ſaw this 
exploit, were ſome hundreds) make great 


ſhouts and rejoicings, as if they had gained 


ſome notable atchievement : indeed, as the 


cock gets a blow by almoſt every one that 


rides under it, and is thereby in continual 


agitation, it is ſomewhat authcult to catch 
hold of him. 


Every inhabitant of this place wine 0 a 
range, apart from his own, on purpole to 


lodge ſtrangers in, either Indians or others; 


for of both they are equally afraid and ſuſpi- 


cious, inſomuch that they never ſuffer one 


of any country or nation ſoever to remain a 
night under the .ſame roof as themſelves. 
The old gentleman, who had made us his 
gueſts, to reſt there that night, had con- 


ducted us; but, inſtead of repoſing ourſelves, 
we could only liſten to the great hurly-burly 


and ſeeming confuſion that reigned through- 
out the town, and continued till morning, 


Some 
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Some ran about beating on a ſort of drum, 
others blowing through a reed or pipe, 
ſounding like a hautboy ; in ſhort, every ont 
ſeemed entirely given up to revelling and 
merriment. oh 

How this feſtival came to be celebrated 
with fuch extraordinary marks of joy and 
zeal I cannot ſay, though I imagine religio:: 
to be at the bottom of it: but we had 
but little time or opportunity any where to 
_ enquire into the cuſtoms and ceremonies in 
the worſhip of the ſeveral people we came 
among: this, however, I am ture of, tha: 
the Indians of Chippea are Chriſtians, every 
one of them having a great crucifix of wood 
hanging about their neck, with beads and 

relicks. 1 
In the morning our old friend bade us 
farewel, but at the ſame time mightily dil- 
couraged us from purſuing our intended 
journey to the South Sea, faying, it was a 
long and tireſome way tor a mule, but now 
that the rains were coming on, which might 
fwell the rivers, and fill the vallies, the 
country would be utterly impaſſable for foot 
travellers; but finding us determined at all 
events to go forwards, and that nothing he 
could ſay made any impreſſion on us, he ſaid 
no more, but in the molt friendly manner 
ave us the beſt advice and inſtructions he 
was able. He told us, that by ſuch a time 
we ſhould get to a town called St, Michael's, 
| 8 where 
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where was a Spaniſh governor, and that be- 
tween here and there was an Indian village, 
called Cauwattick, where we might have re- 


lief. Then taking leave of our ſincere friend, 


with a thouſand acknowledgments of grati- 
rude for kindneſs adminiſtered, we ſet out 
tor St. Michael's. 

After travelling through a wood we came 
on a large plain, where was a whigwam with 
a Malatta man and woman, and not far from 
them ſome Indians building a new range, 
with whom we ſtaid two or three hours, not 
being able to travel in the heat of the day. 


* 


Theſe Indians told us, they got gold in 


abundance during the rains, and that it 
comes down from the mountains. Towards 
evening we came to another whigwam, 


where we found three women, of whom we 


begged a night's lodging, but they made 
no anſwer, which we took as a denial ; 


however, we reſolved not to leave the place 


till morning, and accordingly fat us down at 
a little diſtance from them to reſt ourſelves. 
The women, perceiving we had taken up 
our fitting for that night, condeſcended at 
laſt to bring us out a bull's hide to lie on, 
but would not ſuffer us te ſet one foot into 
their whigwam : perhaps, as they had no 
men to protect them, they might fear ſome 
indecent attempts; but they did us wrong; 


we were but in ill plight for amours, and ef- 


peclally in this country where we could have 
| EW. no 
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no very extraordinary temptation ; but, to 
ſpeak the truth of theſe people, they are, as 
it were, free from moſt of the vices common 
to other nations. . 

The next morning we ſteered our courſe 
over a ſavanna, on which were great num- 
bers of fine deer, and other creatures. We 
frequently met with fruit very tempting and 
beautiful to the eye, but durſt not taſte any 
the birds had not picked: ſome of theſe 
fruits are of fo poiſonous a nature that they 
immediately kill whatever eats of them. 
On this ſavanna we travelled three days, 

when we got to ſome high mountains, and 
there found a range with Indians, whom J 
aſked if we had taken the right road to St. 
Michael's? They ſaid yes, but there were 
two ways to it, one through a ſavanna, 
which was a journey of fix days, and the 
other over thoſe mountains, which might 
be performed in three days. Theſe Indians 
had nothing to give us, but ſaid we ſhould 


ſoon get to the town of Cauwattick, which 


lay juſt on the other ſide of the mountains, 
and that there we ſhould be relieved. 
As our proviſions were quite ſpent, we 


were obliged to take the ſhorteſt way to come 


at more, which was that over the moun- 
tains; but before we had got far up, we 
thought they would have broke our hearts: 
it was from the riſing to the ſetting of the ſun 
before we got to the top, and then could per- 
. ceive 
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ecive no ſigns of the town, or any path lead- 
ing to it, as we expected to have found; ſo 
we made our fire, and ſtaid there all night. 

The next day we met an Indian, in ſearch 


ol his cow that had broke looſe in the night 


from a tree to which he had tied her. We 
enquired of him how far it might be to Cau- 
wattick ? He preſently gave us directions, 
and, by pointing to the fun, thereby made us 


underſtand we might get thither by noon, 


and we accordingly did. 


Being very hungry when we came into 


the town, the firſt thing we craved of the 
people was ſomething to eat ; on which they 


brought us a little beef and ſome plantains, 


but ſeemed much ſurpriſed at us. At night 


we met with ſome Indians whom we had ſeen 


before in our travels, they gave us ſome 
ripe bananas; aſking me if I knew them 
again, and finding I did, were mightily 
pleaſed with our acquaintance. Here we 
lodged this night in a range, and the next 
morning ſet out for St. Michael's. 


The road we took was down a ſteep hill 


into a valley, where, after we had ferched a 
pretty handſome walk, we met with a path 


which led us back again into Cauwattick ; 


the people were amazed to ſee us ſo quick 


upon them again, and ſaid merrily, We 


knew not how to find our way out of ſo great 
a town, and therefore they would ſend one 
with us that ſhould put us in the right road. 
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After our ſecond departure from this place 
we got on the edge of a mountain, below 


which, in a mere precipice, was a great ſa- 


vanna, and thereon we diſcovered a range, 


towards which we intended to make all poſ- 
ſible haſte ; but it coſt us a whole day to go 


down this one mountain, and after we had 


taken all that pains and labour to come at 


it, in hopes of meeting with ſomebody, we 
had the diſappointment of finding no one 
there; the range was forſaken : however, 
we made it our inn for that night, 

At day-break we ſet out, and croſſed the 
ſavanna between the mountains, and on 
the left hand of us ſaw a boy riding along on 
a mule ; I ran directly to him, and aſked 


him ſome queſtions, but he made no anſwer 


that I could underſtand; but ſuppoſing I 


_ enquired the way to ſome place or other, 


he pointed towards a prodigious high moun- 
tain, ſhaped like a ſugar-loaf. Not caring 
to follow his directions, and finding we 


ſhould never underſtand each other, I made 


him a motion of farewell, and he rode on. 
In this ſavanna we could find no water, ſo 
that we were almoſt dying for want of liquids: 


we travelled about till almoſt night again, 
and could ſee no range, nor any wood to 
make a fire with. Thus we wandered to | 

and fro, not knowing what to do, till, by 


the direction of Providence, we came at 


length to a run of water, which, — | 
a 
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had drank plentifully, we croſſed, and on 
the other ſide, amidſt a great company of 
cattle, that took to their heels as ſoon as 
they ſaw us, we heard the barking of a dog; 
by this we Knew there muſt be people not 
far off. Accordingly we made ſtrict ſearch 
after them, and preſently found out their 
range, in which were two or three perfons, 
of whom I defired leave to ſtay with them 
all night, but they made no anſwer. Soon 
after came a Malatta man and woman, 

with an Indian, riding on a mule, approach- 
iug us in a very obliging manner, and ſhook 
us by the hand. The Malatta aſking if we 
were Chriſtians, and what the painting meant 
on my arms? I told him, I thanked God we 
were Chriſtians, and Engliſhmen, and that 
one of the-marks on my arms repreſented 
our Saviour on the crofs, which, with the 
others, were done by a Grecian, ſome years 
ago, when I was in the Holy Land: he im- 
mediately fell upon his knees, and kiſſed 
the croſs, pulling out his beads and crucifix, 
ſaying, he had been baptiſed by a friar at 
St. Michael's, with his wife and all his fa- 
mily ; he then bade his wife look on my 


arm, and ſhe allo fell down and kiſſed it, 


but more fervently, if poſſible, than her 
huſband ; as I knew this adoration was paid 
to him whoſe image it bore, it gave me no 
uneaſineſs. They made us welcome to the 
beſt entertainment they could afford, ſuch 
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as milk, fruits, plantains, &c. they told us 
we were now not far from St. Michael's, 
where lived Grandee Spaniards ; and that 
in a day or two there would be held a great 
bull-feaſt at that town, for which in the 
morning we fat out, after due acknowledg- 
ments for the favour we had received. 

By the way we met with ſeveral Indians 
going to St. Michael's, who were all painted, 
and dreſſed up, every one in the ſkin of ſome 


wild creature or other; nothing but mirth 
and jollity appeared in their countenances ; 


they never ceaſed ſinging and dancing all 


the way they went; ſome of them had a fort 


of cudgels in their hands, with porcupine 


quills ſticking at the end, About noon we 


got to a range, where we met with people, 
who informed us we were a day's. journey 
from the town; and when they knew we 
were Engliſhmen they aſked if we had a 
paſs, for otherwiſe they aſſured us the go- 


vernor of St. Michael's would fend us all to 
the mines; and, as we knew we had no paſs 
to ſhew, this was a terrible hearing. We 


were, however, obliged.to go forward, and 
meet our fate, be it as it would. Here we 
learned, that about ſun- ſet we ſhould get to 
a whigwam, and ſo departed. 


As we drew near to the town my fellow 
travellers began to fall into the utmoſt deſpair, 


ſaying, that all our labour and travel had 


been in vain, ſince it was evident we were 


going 
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| going to fall into the hands of thoſe who 
would make ſlaves of us for life. I endea- 


youred to diſſuade them from ſuch dreadful 


| apprehenſions, by putting them in mind how 
| often God Almighty had been graciouſly 
| pleaſed to reſcue us from the moſt imminent 
| dangers, even in this country; and that, as 
| we had experienced ſo many convincing 
| proofs of his providence and protection over 
us, if we ſtill ſincerely relied on him, we 
might reſt aſſured he never would forſake 
us in the time of our greateſt trouble, but 

enable us to bear the burthen appointed for 
us, however grievous it might ſeem : where- 
fore, (ſaid I,) let us not deſpair, but, im- 
ploring the Almighty's aid, go on with hope 


and chearfulneſs, not fearing what man can 


do unto us; for it God be with us, who 
can be againſt us? 

In the evening we came to the range that 
we had been before told we ſhould meet 
with, and defired leave to ſtay there till 
morning ; the people brought us a matt to 
lie on, and gave us plantains for our ſupper, 
which, when we had made a fire, we roaſted. 

In the night happened fo great a ſtorm of 
thunder, lightning, and rain, that I thoughr 


we ſhould have been drowned as we lay on 


the ground; this obliged us to get up, and 
creep to a corner of the range, where we 
ſtood till morning, 


The 
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The Indians of this part of the country, 
both men, women, and children, fleep in!“ 
hammocks made of filk graſs; and are ex- 

quiſite artiſts at making a fort of earthen Þ 
ware, finer than any china I ever ſaw, though 
I had fome time before been among the 
Chineſe themſelves. They make large jars þ 
here, one of which will hold ten gallons, and 
not weigh one pound; theſe will endure the 
fire as well as any metal, nor are they eaſily Þ 
broke by a fall or blow. This ware is com- | 
monly coloured of a fine vermillion red. 
Here is alſo abundance of cochineal, with 
which thoſe who are under the Spaniards fre- 
quently pay their tribute, ſome being com- 
pelled to pay the king the value of fix dol- þ 
lars, others three, a year; fo that, what 
with the King of Spain and the clergy, the 
poor people have little or nothing left for 
_ themſelves. 5 | | 

As ſoon as the ſun was riſen, we ſet out 
once more for St. Michael's, and ſtill ſaw þ 
great companies of Indians flocking thither, Þ 
on account of the bull-feaſt. Going by the 
fide of a mountain we gathered ſome fine 
fruit, of a golden colour, about the bigneſs Þ 
of ſmall plumbs, of which we ate very freely. | 

About noon we came into a large wood, Þþ 
where poor Mr. Rounce was ſuddenly taken | 


fo ill that he was not able to get any farther, 


but fell down on the ground, with all the 
ſymptoms of death in his countenance. We | 
EEE Court tay ono eds, ſtaid Þ 
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ſtaid by him two hours, during which it 
thundered and lightened, as if all nature 
had been going to be diſſolved. At laſt Mr. 


Baniſter and I reſolved, if poſſible, to get to 


the town before night, and procure fome 
help for our fick companion, thinking ic 
would be hard to fuffer him to lie and periſh 
ſo near a town, without endeavouring for 
aſſiſtance; we therefore left him, and poſted 
forwards with the utmoſt expedition ; but 
we had not gone far before it began to rain 
with ſuch violence as ſoon forced us to climb 
up a tree to eſcape drowning. The water 
preſently roſe in ſome places, that we ſaw, 
four feet and a halt; we were, at that time, 


in great perplexity to think what would be- 
come of our fellow-traveller, who we knew 
was lying on the ground in a very helpleſs 
condition. At length, when the rain abated, 
Ve got down, and went on with all ſpeed, 
and about two hours before ſun-ſet came al- 
moſt to the entrance of the town. 


Being fo near the place, where we expected 


the aſſiſtance we wanted, our hearts failed us, 
and we began to think we had been guilty 
of the greateſt piece of weakneſs imaginable, 
in having fed ourſelves up with the hopes 
| of what there ſeemed not to be the leaſt 
| ſhadow of reaſon to expect; for upon what 
account (ſaid we one to another) have we 
made all this ſpeed hither ? To whom are 
we to apply for relief now we are at our 


_ journey's 
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journey's end? Or what friends have we 


| ſeen him mend or die, and had we not left 


had not been forthcoming at this day; for as 


FEE — 


eſcaped the ſtorm, he would be torn in pieces 
by tygers before morning, and readily offered 


us: this much rejoiced us, as we knew them 


the town, and preſently a man beckoned to 
us. It was not our buſineſs to neglect any 
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here to tell our ſtory to? Indeed, all this 
we might have thought of without having 
been at the expence of a tireſome and fa- 
tiguing journey. But ſuch was our care and 
concern for our friend and fellow-ſuffterer, 
when we ſaw him in diſtreſs, and knew his 
caſe required immediate help, that we were 
ſuddenly prompted to ſeek relief for him 
ſome where or other, not conſidering at that 
time of whom it was to be had. Had theſe 
objections occurred before our ſetting out, 
we had certainly never leſt him till we had 


him (ſo wiſely had Providence ordered it) he 


we ſat contemplating on theſe things, and 
had juſt determined to return from whence 
we came, there happened to paſs by us cer- 
tain Indians, who had ſeen us before ; they 
knowing us again, after a little diſcourſe, 
enquired where our-comrade was; we told 
them, we had left him ſick in the woods 
about two leagues off; they ſaid, if he had 


to go and look for him, and bring him to 
to be ſwift and faithful, 


No ſooner were they gone than we entered 


Ons 
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one that would take notice of us, and there- 
fore we went directly to him. He aſked if 
we could ſpeak Caſtiliana, and what diſtreſs 
nad brought us hither? Upon which I re- 
peated our whole ſtory, and told him we 
were endeavouring to get to ſome Engliſh 
factory; but he gave us to underſtand there 
was none nearer than Panama, that we were 
| {till four hundred leagues from it, and that 
the inhabitants were fo thin by the way that 
| we muſt ſtarve before we came at it; and 
| poſirvely affirmed, that, unleſs we could 
obtain a paſs from the governor of. St. Mi- 
chacl's, it would be impoſſible for us to get 
out of this part of the country; for that no 
Indian durſt aſſiſt any man without one. He 
therefore adviſed us to make the beſt of our 
| pray to Wattemall, and ſettle there; but no 
diſcouragements could alter our reſolution of 
endecavouring to get to our native country, 
hl ch he perceiving, gave us a real of plate, 
ich was the firſt money we had ſeen in the 
N ountry, and bade us farcwel. This perſon 
told us he was born at Liſbon in Portugal, and 
hat he had lived here many years, and came 
eher by .the way of Cape Horn in the 
' Pouth Sea, 
| Mr. Baniſter and I thought it our wiſeſt 
burſe to preſent ourſelves immediately to 
e governor, humbly to intreat his favour 
bd protection, leſt, being ſtrangers in the 
pantry; we ſhould be miſrepreſented to his 


Excellency, 
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' Excellency, and more particularly as being 
Engliſhmen, Being thus reſolved, we 


marched on till we came into the middle of ; 


the town, where the great church ſtands, and 
where allo 1s a large plot of ground fenced in 


with bamboes ; but I muſt warn the reader N 
not to ſuppoſe this to be the church- yard, 


there being no ſuch thing 


churches. 


in this country, 
for they always bury the dead here within the 
Here was a great concourſe of 
people, the place being railed in, and ſcat- Þ 


folded on all ſides. On one ſeat, more lofty ] b 


and magnificent than the reſt, ſat the gover- 


nor in great ſtate, with two Franciſcan friars Þ 


in their habits on each ſide of him. 


this time was held the famous bull-feaſt, 


which we had heard ſo much talk of. IF 


was kept after the manner of thoſe in Spain, 
at ſorne of which I have been preſent in that 


country. The bulls were juſt going to be] 


combated before the governor and this gre: 
aſſembly ; and great diverſion it was to {«F 
the Indians dreſſed up in the ſkins of ſeveral 

wild creatures, and every one imitating t! 
voice and actions of the reſpective beaſt 

repreſented to the greateſt perfection. Wh 

al was ready a wild bull was turned ou 

which thoſe people attacked with their uſu 
es 5 deexteriiſ 


The 
other places were filled with people of all 
conditions; and on the ground were variety 
of the different ſorts of Indians, that flocked 
hither from all parts of the country; for at 
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dexterity, ſticking him full of arrows and 
darts, which made him ſtart and fling about 
like raving mad; at laſt rode up an Indian 
on horſeback, with ſpear in hand, and ſtruck 
him between the horns, upon which he in- 
ſtantly dropt down dead. Then the hero 
alighting from his horſe cut off the cod of 
the bull, and, ſticking it on his ſpear, mount- 
ed again, and rode up to preſent it to the 


governor, attended with great numbers of 
Indians, ſhouting and dancing before him, 


by way of triumph for the victory. After 
this was brought out another bull, at which 


| one on horſeback came riding full ſpeed, 
and thruſt his ſpear into his ſide, by which 


means he laid him on his back ; then he 


alighted alſo, and cut off his cod and ears; 


after which the bull got up, and ran at every 
thing he ſaw with the utmoſt fury; but fo 
far were the combatants from avoiding him, 
that ſeveral, who had ſtuffed up the ſkins 
of horſes, with their heals and tails, and juſt 
left room to ſlip themſelves into the waiſt, 


made up to the incenſed beaſt, like ſo many 


MF centaurs, in a full body, and bared him a 


long time; but afterwards one, who was 


| free from this incumbrance, leaped on his 
| back, and rode him for half an hour together 


1 keeping his ſeat ſo firmly that the bull could 


not once throw him, though he endeavoured 


at it with all his might. This was done 


with the WR of fall the beholders; but 


whether | 
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whether theſe champions expoſed their er- 
ſons in theſe feats after the example of the 


Spaniſh grandees and cavaliers, for the ſake _ 


and honour of their ladies, or whether the 
ladies would vouchſafe them one ſmile or 
favour the ſooner for ſo doing, I cannot tell ; 
but for our parts, as we did not come into 
this country a knight-erranting, nor volun- 
tarily to ſeek adventures, we were content 
.to be humble admirers only of their heroick 
exploits, and now, as well as at other times, 
to go in queſt of victuals and a reſting-place. 
On this purpoſe, therefore, we went to a 
gentleman's houſe, who is called Maſter del 
Campo, and begged his charity. The firſt 


queſtion he aſked me, was concerning our 


country and religion; I told him we were 
Engliſhmen, brought up in the church of 
England; then, ſaid he, you are no Chriſtians, 
and fo, giving us two reals of plate, bade 
us be gone. Aa 

Pref: 

who had brought our felow-traveller with 
them from the wood where we had left him. 


He was very ill of an ague and fever, and 


ſaid he eſcaped drowning by rallying ſpirits 
enough (ering the danger he was in) to 
ſcramble up a hill, where he fat till the ſtorm 


was over; but that the waters rolled down | 
from other hills that were above him with | 
ſuch rapidity that it was with great pain he 
ſaved himſelf from being waſhed down into 
the 


ently after this we met the Indians, 
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the vallies, where nothing could have pre- 
vented his being drowned. I told him we 


were grown very rich now, for that we were 


maſters of three reals, 


Not long after we met with Mr. Rounce 
there came a negroe to us, and {aid we muſt. 


go with him to his maſter, which we wil- 
lingly conſenting to he carried us to a houſe, 
where ſat a holy father, and another gentle- 
man, who had ſent for us on purpoſe to en- 
quire into our ſtory ; which when I had re- 
lated they deſired to know of what trades or 
occupations we were? I anſwered, we had 
ſpent moſt of our time as mariners, and pre- 
tended to little elſe than the knowledge of 
maritime bulineſs. Then the good father 
| aſked, if either of us was a carpenter, or a 
caulker, for that he had a negroe who was 
building a veſſel, which we might caulk, 
and he would pay us what we deſired for our 
labour. Though we were no ſuch by pro- 
feſſion, yet we readily accepted the offer, 
well knowing we could perform the work ; 
upon which he gave us every one a real of 
eee, ſaying, we ſhould be lodged in his 


ouſe, and that he would provide us with 


victuals. OS 
He then ordered a negroe woman to ſhew 
us to an apartment, where was a fire; as we 
fat there, roaſting ſome plantains, with great 
ſatisfaction at this unexpected providence, 
and were grown N Neepy, Ds ruſhed 
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in upon us a man with a ſpear in his hand, 
who was ſoon followed by ſeveral others, 
He accoſted us in very bluſtering and ſtormy 
terms, commanding us to go with him di- 
rectly before the governor. As we found 
he came by authority, there was no diſputing 
it with him, for go we mult ;. but, however, 
inſtead of being carried to the governor, 
we were all three taken to priſon, being told 
it was too unſeaſonable a time of night to 
diſturb his Excellency about us, but that in 
the morning we ſhould go. before him. In 
the mean time we were thruſt into a filthy 
hole, amongſt all manner of vermin, and 


guarded by : a company of Indians and Mu- N 


lattoes. | 
Being ſhut up in this dark and loathſome 
place, we could not help lameuting our hard 
fate, that now we were amongſt Chriſtians, 
and, as we thought, going to be uſed in an 
hoſpitable manner, we ſhould, inſtead there- 
of, find ſuch cruel treatment, as indeed it 
proved; for in the night a ſcorpion ſtung 
me on the right thigh, ſo that in half an 
hour's time I was all over in agonies, with 
my teeth looſencd in my head, and my tongue 
hanging out of my mouth: in which condi- 
tion I lay groaning till an Indian, who heard 


me, came to enquire what was the matter; 


who, ſecing me in ſuch a way, preſently 
gueſſed at what had been the cauſe of it, 
and mid that, if any poiſonous thing had bit 
. N me, 
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me, we muſt ſearch till we-could find it, or 


I ſhould be dead by morning ; whereupon - 


he immediately fetched a light, and finding 


the ſcorpion, killed it, and rubbed the place 


where I was ſtung with it for a long while, 
by which means I was much amended before 
morning. | | 

The next day came a great many ſtrange 
Indians to ſtare at us, and ſee what fort of 
men we were ; but our keepers would not 
ſuffer any of them to talk with us, or give 


us the leaſt thing to eat. About noon the 
ſame day there came to us a gentleman of _ 


the clergy, who, when he knew our country 
and religion, was alſo pleaſed to ſay we were 


no Chriſtians. This gentleman informed us, 


that the governor had an Engliſhman be- 
longing to him, to whom he had ſtood god- 


father at his late baptiim, and that his Ex- 


cellency had ſent for him to be interpreter 


K | between himſelf and us. He called this man 


*homas Colorado, which name, as we after- 


_ wards underſtood, was given him on account 


of his red hair. 
On the third day of our confinement we 
were ſent for to the governor's houſe to be 


examined, where we found our countryman 
Thomas. After due reſpects paid to his 


Excellency, and we had obtained his leave 


for ſo doing, I related our whole ſtory to 
him in brief; but, however, cook care not 
to omit the moſt material circumſtances ; 


63 and 
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and then added, that our wives and children I 
were not only in great ſorrow for the loſs of | pj 
us, but mult be reduced to extreme poverty | ne 
by this our misfortune, and long hindrance | h: 
from returning home to their relief (all which li. 

was really the caſe); and concluded with ce 
earneſtly intreating he would be pleaſed to I he 
grant us a pals, whereby we might be en- | Ie 

abled to get to an Engliſh factory. Upon u 
this the governor ordered we ſhould be told, ni 
he had ſtrict commands from the king, his a 

maſter, not to ſuffer an Engliſhman to pals Þ| « 
through this part of the country; that it was ce 

not impoſſible but our ſtory might be feign- 1 L 
ed; and that we might be ſent hither as Þ a 
ſpies: but however, we were given to under- fe 
ſtand, that if we would become new Chri- a 
tians, and be baptized, that, and nothing Þ ta 
elſe, would ſave us from going to the mines. 
'To which I replied, with ſome warmth, that, Bl 
as we were ſubjects of England, we could __ Je 
not, without violation of the known laws of u 
nations, be detained here as priſoners or cap- I h 
tives, at a time of ſettled peace and good v 
underſtanding, as I ſuppoſed it was, between | n 
the two crowns ; that our king hindered no F r 

Spaniard from coming and going when and | $ 
where he thought fit in any part of-his domi- © Þ f 
nions; and that, as for our being ſent to the i 
mines, we were not brought hither as crimi- =; 
nals to have ſentence paſſed upon us, but I h 


came 1 as ſtrangers and travellers, thought 
poor 
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b poor ones, and might the rather claim his 
pity ; but for being baptized afreſh, we could 


not, I ſaid, tell what that meant; for we 
had already been baptized in the holy Catho- 


lic and Apoſtolic church, in the faith and 


communion of which, by God's grace, we 
hoped to continue to the end of our lives, 
let what would befal us; and that we always 
underſtood it to be againſt the ancient opi- 
nion and conſtant practice of the church to 
admit of re- baptiſm; that, as to What con- 
cerned ceremony only, we were reſolved to 
continue in the way we had been taught, 
Upon the cloſe of my diſcourſe the governor 
adviſed us to conſider better of the matter 


for our own ſakes, and give a determinate 


- anſwer to our countryman, whom we might 
| talk with apart. e 
Alter we were diſmiſſed by his Excellency, 


I deſired Mr. Colorado to inſorm us how he 
- came into this part of the world? who gave 


us the following account of himſelf: that he 
had been an aſſociate with Spriggs and Lowe, 


| two Engliſh pirates, who had been famous 


many years about America, as well as feve- 


| ral other parts; and that being chaſed by a 
| Spaniſh man of war, Spriggs, Lowe, him- 


- felf, and fome others got on fhore at Trux- 
illo, where the Indian look-outs killed Lowe, 
| with two or three more, on the ſpot, but that 
| he and Spriggs got off, and came to this 
| town; that though he had been a pirate, and 


guilty 


— 
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guilty of murders, robberies, and many other 
heinous offences, he was now become even 
as a new- born babe; for that he had been 


e e 


we did but know as much as he, we ſhould 
gladly embrace the kind offer the governorhad 
made us, who, if we incurred his diſpleaſure, 
by obſtinately rejecting his benificence, 
might have us proſecuted as ſpies, the con- 
ſequence of which would be, if we were con- 


Vvicted as ſuch, no leſs than death itſelf; 


and, continued he, it 15 reported by the In- 
dians, who are come hither from ſeveral 


parts, that you have taken obſervation of | 
the country, and enquired of the names of | 


towns and places as you have paſſed along, 
To which I anſwered, that had we been 


employed as ſpies, we ſhould have been ſup- 


rted in another manner than what he ſaw ; 


and ſurely, faid I, no man breathing would 


have been prompted by curioſity only, to fo 
painful and hazardous an undertaking : 


wherefore there is nothing more plain, than 
that we are poor unhappy wretches, ſtrug- 


gling for the freedom of once more breathing 


our native air. Had we not made ſuch en- 
_ quiries by the way, faid I, it would have 
been impoſſible for us to have got thus far 
on our intended journey; upon the whole, 


I defired him to acquaint the governor, that 


we were firmly reſolved to ſtand and fall by 
our own religion. 


-. gs ce mu, oAS = a 
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The governor's lady, who was a Meſtie, 
and had heard of our misfortunes, ſent for 
me to talk with her, deſiring to know our 
caſe, and whether we had wives and children ? 
When I told her we really had, ſhe took 
great compaſſion on us, promiſing to uſe her 
intereſt with her huſband to grant us a paſs, 
and to procure for us what other aſſiſtance 


| ſhe could, and ordered victuals to be given 
us in a very courteous manner; after which 


we were remanded back to our priſon, where 
we found it was whiſpered, that we ſhould 
be put to death; but, however, in two 
days after, Providence ordered it ſo, that 


this good lady obtained the paſs ſhe had 


promiſed me ſhe would endeavour for ; upon 
which we were releaſed from our confine- 
ment, and went to return the governor and 
his lady thanks on our knees, who each of 
them gave us a real apiece with three hats 


made of cane platted by the Indians, and 


wiſhed us well, and ſafely to return home 


to our own country. Theſe hats were of 


great ſervice to us afterwards, in ſhading us 
from the vehemence of the ſun, to which we 
had been ſo much expoſed before, that Mr. 


Baniſter had thereby almoſt loſt his fight. 


Mr. Rounce continued all this while very 
md ot his ague and eve. TYyqu. OTE. 
Me were directed by our paſs to go to a 
place called Contyagua, where we were to 


| ſhew it to the Indians of that place, that we 


might 
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might croſs the great gulph of Fonſeca, ct 
Amapala, which is about thirty or forty 
leagues from hence. Thomas Colorado, for 
I know him by no other name, gave us an 
invitation to call at his houſe, about eight 
leagues from St. Michael's, ſaying, it was in 
our way to the place whither we were going, 
and that his wite, who was an Indian, would 
give us a kind reception, as being his coun- 
trymen ; we accepted the offer, and fat out 

accordingly, leaving him at St. Michael's. 
When we had got two or three leagues 
from the town, we came to ſome high moun- 
tains, which made us ſuppoſe we had mit- 
taken our way, as we had no information that 
we fhould meet with any ſuch thereabouts ; 
but, about ſun-fet, we found out a path 
which led us to a range, where were people, 
of whom we enquired if they knew one Tho- 
mas Colorado, and where his houſe ſtood ? 
They ſaid, they knew ſuch a one very well, 
and that he lived about four leagues off ; we 
ſtaid with them all night, and in the morn- 
ing they directed us to his houſe. As we 
went along we met a rake, ſo called in this 
country, which is a company of mules, em- 
ployed to carry goods to and fro, as our 
pack-horſcs are in England, This rake 
conſiſted of about forty mules, and was go- 
ing to ſome indigo works, to get lading, as 
the drivers told us. Mr. Rounce being 2 
ill this day, and not able to walk, we 2 t 
| | , un 


him, about noon, near an old range, and 


ſet we came to a great run of water, on the 
other ſide which was a large houſe with fine 


to our countryman Thomas, we waded over 


to themdirectly; but were agreeably ſurpriſed 


to find the good father, who had engaged 
us at St. Michael's about the caulking of 
his veſſel, to be the maſter both of the 
houſe and works. He happening to be here 


himſelf at this time, made very much of us, 


kindly enquiring how we got out of our late 
ſtraits, and what was become of our com- 
panion. We told him we had left him ſick 
vt a range, and how far it was off; upon 


which he preſently called ſome Indians, and 
pave them orders to go and bring him hither 


Plong with them. 
| After they were gone, I got a mule, and 
went with another Indian in ſearch of him 


ſhould miſtake the place; but he was not 
where I left him, nor could he be found by 
any of us, which made me conclude, that, 
by endeavouring to follow us, he had ſtrayed 
out of his way, and ſo would never be heard 


63 \sv 


e (ff any more; and therefore, having given 
_ him quite over for loſt, we returned to the 


feld gentleman, who the next morning or- 


y lered the ſame Indians to go and ſearch 
U 


bout for him till they could find him. He 
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went forward to ſeck for help. Before ſun- 


indigo works, which we ſuppoſing to belong 


myſelf, leſt thoſe who were gone before 


then 
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then gave us a razor, and bade us ſhave our- 
ſelves, which was what we had never had an 
opportunity of doing before ſince we had left 
our ſhip, and at the ſame time acquainted us 
there was an Engliſhman lived hard by, who 


was a doctor of phyſic (as he was pleaſed to 


ſtile him), and whom, he ſaid, he would 
ſend for to us, which he accordingly did, 


and about noon the gentleman came, and Þ 
_ expreſſed great ſatisfaction at this our inter- 


view, but ſaid he was ſorry to ſee us in ſo 


indigent a condition, and himſelf not able Þ 
to aſſiſt us. He informed us, that he had 


ES 


been eighteen years in this country; that he 
had lived eight years of that time in this Þ 

lace; that we were the firſt perſons he had Þ 
ſcen from England in all that time; that his 


name was Henry Grace; that he was born 


at Speak, Speek, or Speke Hall, near Li- E 
verpool, in Lancaſhire, where his father Þ 


and fon now were, if living, and enjoyed a 
handſome eſtate; and ſorrowfully ſaid be 


ſhould never fee them or the place again, 


being not able to undergo the fatigue of ſuch 


a journey ; but that he would fend a letter 
to his father by me, which, if I ſhould be 
fo happy as to get to England, he begge F 
me to have delivered; which letter, fince Þ 
my return home, I had an opportunity of 
delivering into the old gentleman's own | 

hands, to his great ſurpriſe and joy. This! 
evening the men who were ſent in queſt of 
| | our 
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our ſick comrade brought him to us: he 


had been taken up by ſome Indians, and 


carried to the houſe of Thomas Colorado, 


where he ſtaid till they found him out. 

Mr. Grace was defired to alk, if we were 
willing to go and caulk the veſſel belonging 
to the worthy gentleman, whoſe houſe we 


were at? We anſwered, we were willing to 
do that, or any thing for him that lay in our 


power; ſo the next day he gave us ſome 
covering for our bodies, which was the firſt 
we had in the country, and ordered mules 
to be got ready to carry us to the veſlel, 
which lay at the ſide of a great river, called 
the river Limpo; that is to ſay, the clean 


river, that diſembogues itſelf into the South 
Sea. Being come thither, we found the 
negroe and ſome Indians at work on her, 


and thought ſhe ſomewhat reſembled Noah's 


ark. All the tools they had were an axe, a 


chifſel, and an augur, wherefore we fell to 


work 1n the firſt place and made ourſelves 


tools of wood proper for the buſineſs. Our 


-oakum was the outſides of cocoa- nuts. We 


were ſixteen days caulking this veſſel, which 


would carry twenty-two mules croſs the river; * 
and there happened ſuch a ſtorm of rain 
that the water rofe above twenty feet in one 


night, and floated our veſſel off the ſtocks. 


When we had finiſhed our work were 


turned to our maſter's houſe ; but ſtrangely 
were we ſurpriſed at our entrance, to find 
11 chere 


gn WR 
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there two of ovr ſhip” s company whom we 
had left behind with the reſt at St. Peter's 
Solo, when we made our eſcape from thence, 
little expecting ever to ſee any of them more. 
Theſe were our carpenter John Holland, 
who was 16 grievouſly wounded in the en- 
gagement, that we had given him over long 
fince as a dead man, and John Balman, who 


were molt pitiful objects of compaſſion, be- 
1ng almoſt itarved to death, They told us, 
that after we were gone they were very cruelly 
uſed, and had ſcarce any thing allowed them 
to ſubſiſt on, but expected every day to be 
ſent to the mines; which was the reaſon that, 
as ſoon as they were able to crawl, they with 
two others, namely, Thomas Locker and 


Thomas Robinſon, ſtole out of the town by 


.night, and that by means of tne Indians 


and negroes, who handed them from 
one to another, and all the way directed 


them after us till they had got thus far, bur 
that they had avoided coming hither by the 


way of St. Michael's, for fear of being ſent 


to the mines. They ſaid they had ſuffered 
very much on account of not underſtanding, 
what was ſpoken to them, or being under- 
ſtood, and that the other two that ſet out 
with them, not being able to travel far, they 
had left them by the way with ſome Indians, 


who would take care of them. We deſired 
to know it there was no enquiry made after 
us when we left St. Peter's? They aid 

| there 


there were Indians ſent to ſearch for us; but, 


at their return, they reported-they could hear: 
nothing concerning us. This we knew could 


proceed only from the good-nature of the 


people, for nothing would have been eaſier 
for: them, had they been ſo minded, than to- 


have overtaken us.- 


We and our friends, being now well re-- 


freſhed, and having all got trowſers on, be- 
gan to think ourſelves in no contemptible 


circumftances, and that it was high time to 
take leave of our kind benefactor, who would 
gladly have detained us; but as he knew: 


our reſolution of going to the Engliſh fac- 


tory, he uſed no unreaſonable importunity, 
and at parting gave us eight pieces of eight- 


as a requital for our fervices done him. 


Being now rich, and able, as we thought, 


to aſſiſt our poor ſhipmates, we reſolved to 
ſhare their fortunes ; but then the grievance 
was, our paſs could ſerve only for us three, 


to whom it was given; and how to procure - 


them another we could not tell. At laſt we 
agreed to go back again to St. Michael's, 
and try our intereſt with Thomas Colorado 


on that head, Accordingly, we made all 
poſſible haſte thither ; but when we came 
near the town, in the morning, after a two. 
days journey, we began to fear that the go- 
vernor might recede from his favours, and, 
ialtead of complying with our requeſt, ſe- 


cure us all, Upon this conſideration, we 
: "4 :9- pPtopoſed 
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the river of St. Michael's, and waited their 
coming in a wood about three leagues off, 
which we had been informed lay in our way 
to Contyagua. They, ſeeing we could do 
no otherwiſe, accepted the propoſal. Here- 
upon we departed to the place appointed, 
and they entered the town to negociate their 
affair, and ſucceeded therein ſo ſpeedily, by 
Colorado's means, that by evening they re- 
turned to us in the wood, having their paſs 
in their hands, not being ſo much as ſuipected 
for {| - We congratulated them on their 
£00 
ſure to this, that the governor having beheld 
them in the fame forlorn condition he had 
feen. us, and ſound them in the ſame ſto 
might probably ſay to himſelf, as Joſeph did 
to his brethren, that now he knew we were 


true men, and no ſpies. We now reſolved 


to ſtick cloſe by one another for the future, 
ſceing we were enabled ſo to do. 


From this wood we travelled to a ſavanna, 


where we {aw a great many tame cows going 


up to a large range to be milked, We fol- 
lowed them, and obtained leave of the peo- 
ple there to ſtay all night, and had milk and _ 
plantains given us in plenty. Theſe people 


told us we might get to Contyagua in three 
days, but that there were no inhabitants BE 


38 Taz UNFORTUNATE 
propoſed to them to go to the governor by | 


themſelves, if they could get admittance, | 
and plead their own cauſe, whilſt we croſſed F 


ſucceſs, and imputed it in ſome mea- 
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the way. Upon this notice we purchaſed 
ſome jerk beef and plantains of them, to 
take with us, and in the morning left them, 
and paſſed over ſeveral high and craggy 
rocks, that proved very bad for our feet. 
About noon we came to a fine ſpring, near 
which grew ſome tall trees, under the ſhade 
whereof we made a fire, and dreſſed part ot 
our beef and plantains, not knowing when 
we might have ſuch another opportunity. 
By evening we got to ſome indigo works, 
near which, conſidering the poverty of the 
country, ſtood a fine houſe. Here we ex- 
pected to have met Grandee Spaniards, but 
found only one Indian, who told us the houſe 
was not habitable, becauſe of the vermin 
that infeſted it: nevertheleſs, we bleſſed the 
Almighty for providentially directing us to 
this place to ſhelter ourſelves from the in- 
clemency of the weather ; for at our coming 
here it rained prodigioully, and we plainly 
perceived a tempeituous night was coming 
on, as it indeed proved; but, to guard as 
much as we could againſt the Verinin, We 
made a great fire, notwithſtanding which 
the muſkitocs ſo intolerably plagued us that 
we thought it impoſſible to undergo a greater 
puniſhment. As toon as day appeared we 
departed from hence, and ſteered our courſe 
up a mountain, from whence on the left 
hand we diſcovered the great gulph of Fon- 
feca, or Amapala, that we were to crols : 


11 4 bang 
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having got down this mountain we found a ir 
path that led us up another, on the top thereof | n 
ſtood the town of Contyagua, that is nothing c. 
more than a number of whigwams placed t! 
thick together. = ü 
We found in it many women and children, 1 i 


but not the face of a man could be ſeen, for 
it {eeins they were all gone a hunting. As 
the women were commonly pretty ſhy of us, 
we thought 1t beſt to aſk but few queſtions 
till the men returned. Accordingly we ſtaid 
till evening, and the firſt we met was one 
bearing a white wand; this we ſuppoſed to be 
the Alcald, or Indian Governor, and un- 
derſtanding from himſelf that he was ſuch, 
we delivered him our paſſes; but perceiving 
that he could not read them, I offered my 
ſervice, and read them to him. When he 
underſtood the purport of them, he told me, 
the firſt canoe that went ſhould tranſport us 
over the gulph, and then ſhewed us to a 
range, where he ſaid we ſhould be enter- 
tained till that time; for our paſſes ran, that 
we ſhould have all things free till we had 
paſſed the gulph, though all perſons, as 
well Spaniards as natives, muſt have paſſes, 
and pay ten pieces of eight each for their 
. paſſage, beſides the expence of their diet by 
the way; ſo greatly had the governor of 
St. Michael's fayoured us. Indeed our en- 
tertainment proved but ſmall ; victuals being 
ſo very ſcarce in theſe mountains, that, dur- 


ing 
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ing the fix days of our ſtay here, we taſted 
nothing but plantains. On the ſeventh, two 
canoes being ready to depart, we embarked 
therein, two of us in one canoe, and three 
in the other. We had eight Indians to row 
in each canoe, in caſe the weather ſhould 
not admit of ſailing. 

In this gulph of Fonſeca, Mapala, or 
Amapala, are many iſlands, ſome five, ſome 
ſix, or ſeven miles long, affording abun- 
dance of cocoa- nuts and plantains; to get 
which, on the ſecond day of our embarkation, 
we Linded on one of them, whilſt the Indi- 
ans went to dive for pearl. When they re- 
turned, we made a feaſt of our plantains, 
and their pearl-oyſters that have a fine taſte, 
and eat better than any oyſters I ever met 


with. We took care, while we were on 


the iſland, to roaſt a good ſtore of plantains, 
and beſides, provided ourſelves with a ſuf- 
ficient quantity of freſh water, to laſt us the 
voyage, we having yet forty leagues farther 
to ſail. Theſe iſlands are ſo infeited with 


wild beaſts that no one ever ſtays on them 


after ſun- ſet. In this paſſage abundance of 
rain fell, and terrible ſqualls of wind, fo that 


very often the canoes could har dly be kept 

above water. The Indians had each of 
them a hide to keep off rain, but we were 
forced to ſtand all weathers. After paſſing 


many iſlands, on the fourth day Baniſter and 
J, being 1 in one Canoe, and had outfail'd the 
1 reſt, 
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reſt, got to the other fide of the gulph, and 
went directly up a lagoon full of mangroves 


that rendered the paſſage difficult. When 


we were got about-twenty miles vp it, we 
found a range ſtanding cloſe by the water- 
ſide; there we landed, not a little rejoiced 
at ſetting our feet once again on ſhore, for 
the weather had proved very rigorous, and 
we wholly expoſed to it. This range was 
not inhabited, by reaſon of the vermin with 


which it was over-run. The Indians made 


uſe of it only as a ſhelter at their firſt landing, 
and to ſtow their goods in, whilſt the mules 
can be got ready to take them away. 

Mr. Baniſter and I, not being able to ſtay. 
here till our companions ſhould arrive, de- 


- fired the Indians to direct us to ſome inhabi- 


tants, where we deſigned to ſtay and wait 
their coming. They directed us to a 
town, to which we got about ſun-ſet, and 
therein took up our mght's lodging; but at 
this place there was no fort of proviſion to be 
had at any rate, though we could now have 


purchaſed ſome, had it been in the way. 
Ihere was not a man to be ſeen in the town, 


and the poor women there looked like pic- 
tures of famine; and well they might, for 
they had nothing bur ſome green ſuppotoes, 


that they boiled to ſubſiſt on, things ſcarcely | 


eatable for any creature. This dearth ob- 


liged us to lay aſide the thoughts of ſtaying 
for our company, and go forward. 


About 
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About noon the next day we came to the 
old town of Pueblo Vaco, where were a church 
and many houſes, but few people could be 
ſeen. At laſt we ſpied a lady, in one houſe, 


very well dreſſed, to whom we went, and 
begged her charity. She preſently made 


chocolate, giving us plentifully of it, which 
vas more acceptable to us at that time than 
gold. Whilſt I was relating part of our 
hiſtory to this lady, who was a Meſtie, in 


came her huſband, who was of the ſame 


mixture of people as herſelf, that is, between 
Spaniſh, Indian, and Malatta, which mon- 
grel breed is held almoſt in the ſame eſteem 
there as real Spaniards. When this gentle- 
man had heard ſomething of our ſtory, and 
underſtood we were endeavouring to get to 
the South Sea, he informed us, that there 


two days journey from hence, where veſſels 
ſometimes arrived from Panama, and that 


þ.conveyance to that place. Then I told 
him we defired to ſtay only till our fellow- 
travellers, whom we had left in a canoe on 
the gulph of Fonſeca, could overtake us : 
but finding no encouragement. to ſtay here, 
ve ſet forward for Realejo. 

| Atſun-ſet we came to an Indian village, 
Prterly forſaken by every creature, which 
made us conclude not to lodge in it, but go 
bn, We had not Bone above two Apes 
| ore 


was a town called Realejo, or Riolego, about 


there we ſhould have a good chance to get 
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fore we met ſome Indians, who were going 
towards the village with plantains, of whom 
we enquired the way to Realejo ; but they {&' 
anſwered, that there was no travelling by th 
night, and therefore perſuaded us to turn IM 
back with them to the village, which we >] 
agreed to. As we were going along they iſ © 
told us there had been a diſtemper raging in e 
theſe parts, which had ſwept away moſt of 
the men, and that the women and children Pl 
that were leſt, not being able to hunt about 
in the woods and mountains as the men daily 0 
do, were almoſt ſtarved to death. We ima- 0 
gine the reaſon of our not being ſooner told 
the cauſe of the great ſcarcity of victuals in Þ 
theſe parts proceeded from the fears the peo- E 
ple might form to themſelves of our A 
advantages of their preſent weakneſs, which! 
were perhaps heightened by hearing we ex- 


pected company to join us; but if they“ 

| dreaded fo they were exceedingly unjuſt to = 

'% us; we were net ſo profligate and ungratefulÞ q 
'F as to offer injury, had it been in our power, 1 

I to a harmleſs pcople, who in our greatc{t Ir 
* diſtreſs had all along ſuccoured and relieved} 

i us, though at the ſame time they were po- 
1 ſeſſed with notions, that, ſhould they cer n 


fall into the hands of the Engliſh, we ſhould ? 
_ repay their generoſity with the utmoſt rigourÞ ©! 
and cruelty. Theſe notions, which we could 
hardly ever diſſuade them from entertaining, 
they mult have learned from run-away ne- 
grog, 
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groes, Who ſometimes make their eſcape hi- 
ther from ſome of our Weſt-India iflands ; 
or more probably and generally from the 
Spaniards, who are induſtrious in creating 
an averſion in theſe people againſt thoſe of 
our nation. But to return to my narrative: 
| we gave theſe poor Indians two reals for two 


lantains and the leg of a fowl, and the next 


day got to Realejo, where, according to cuſ- 
| tom, we went about the town looking for 
ſomething to eat, but could meet with no 
| fuch thing. We ſaw only a few women, one 
of them a negroc, whom I aſked if fhe could 
put us in a way to ſatisfy our hunger; ſhe 
faid there was Indian corn, but it was very 


dear, and but little to be had for a real; 


but that, if we could purchaſe any, © ſhe 
| would make us ſome turtillias, and we might 
be lodged in her houſe. We embraced the 
| offer, and gave her money to diſpoſe of as 
ihe thought beſt. In the two days that we 
ſtaid here came our three fellow-travellers, 
whom we left behind, with grievous com- 


plaints of having been ſtarved, and that they 


had eaten nothing for four days paſt. . We 


preſently comforted thera by calling for our 
turtillias, of which they ate very eagerly. 
At this place we ſaw two ſhips on the ſtocks, 


which were not yet planked, nor their decks 
laid; but the Indians were buſy in hewing 


out.planks from trees, which were bent by 


nature, and ſeemed ready fitted to the veſſel, 
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in the ſame manner as we bend our ſawed Þ 
planks by fire. "Theſe ſhips were built of 
cedar, and would carry about three hundred 
tons. Their floor timbers and top were all 
of one piece. They were bound for Aca- 

ulco and Peru; but no veſſel could we find 
Ha to anſwer our expectation, I talked F 

with a Spaniard, who told me of a place 
called Nicoya, the moſt likely of any that 
he knew of to meet with a bark for Panama, 
for that veſſels often came from thence to 
Nicoya to take in tallow and jerk beef. Then 
he directed us to go to a holy father who 
lived in this town, and crave his aſſiſtance ; Þ * 
we went accordingly, and made our appl- ' 
cation to him, upon which he ordered each Þ 
of us a plantain. After this we returned to 
Je who ſtood our beſt friend, 

and had provided a hot ſupper againſt our 
coming back. She adviſed us to go directly Þ 

to Leon, which was a large city, where was Þ 
2 Spaniſh governor, to which place we might 

get in two days; to ſtay here any longer, 


our blac 


ſhe ſaid, would be to ſtarve ourſelves to 
death. We took her advice, and the morn- 
ing following ſhe put us in the road to Leon. 
By noon we came to an Indian town, 
where, as we heard, lived a friar, a good 
man, to whom we apphed for help, and he 
was ſo charitable as to give every one of us 
a real. We made no ſtay here, but went 
on, and about ſun-ſct got to 8 
„ - where 
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; where we endeavoured to get ſomething to 
cat, but could not; however, we were con- 
ducted to a range to ſleep in for that night. 


About noon the next day we entered the 


| town of Leon, and the firſt enquiry we made 

| was after the governor, whom we meant to 

| addreſs before all perſons; but we were told 

he was gone out of town. Leon is a large 

and populous town, having a great church, 

| and a fine convent filled with devotees. We 

| went one day to the convent to aſk charity, 

| where the father preſently aſked, if we were 

| Chriſtians? When I told them we were, 
| they defired to be informed, by whom we 


had been baptized? I told them, by cler- 


gymen of the church of England: Why 
then, ſaid they, you are no Chriſtians, for. 
| they have no power to baptize, you are 
married, and have children. As they were 
diſcourſing me upon this head, came a ne- 
gro-woman, and ſaid, that her maſter Don 
| Emanuel deſired to ſpeak with us; we went 
with her immediately to his houſe, Where he 
aſked us ſuch queſtions only as good-nature 
and curioſity ſuggeſted ; all which I refolved 
the beſt I could. When he heard we had 
delivered our pats to the alcald of Contyagua, 
| before we croſſed the great gulph, and were 
{now without any, he laid we muſt have one, 
for otherwiſe there would be no travelling; 

ns was very ſorry, that his father, Won 


: Riled our country man, though 72 TT 


l . : Ireland, 
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Ireland, and who was treaſurer and ſecretary 
to the governor, and could do as he pleaſed 
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with him, ſhould be out of town at this cri- 
tical juncture; for, had he been in the way, 
he aſſured us we ſhould have had a paſs im- 


mediately ; but he promiſed -to go with us 
the next day to the alcald-major, or ſub- 


governor, and try to get one from him. He 


went with us according to promiſe, and ob- 
tained the paſs, and then adviſed us to go 


to Granada, where he ſaid veſſels were fre- 


quently built to go to Porto-Bello, which 


advice of our good friend we reſolved to 
follow. This gentleman treated us with ex- 
traordinary kindneſs and hoſpitality the time 
we ftaid at Leon, which was three days; 


after which we took leave. of him, and ſet 


out for Granada. 
We left Leon in the morning, and the 


fame day in the evening got to an Indian 


village, and ſhewed our pals to the alcald of 


the place; but, as he could not read it, I 
told him, that the governor had commanded 


all the alcalds where we ſhould come to pro- 


vide us with victuals; but he gave us to un- 


derſtand, it was not in his power ſo to do, 
for that the inhabitants here had little or no- 


thing for theniſclves, and that he feared we 


ſhould hear the ſame complaint in other 


places; and ſo in reality we did wherever we 


went tor eighteen days together, after we 
left this village; and above all, the greateſt 
1 25 miſery 
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parts as victuals, inſomuch that whenever 
we came to any puddle, or tracks of beaſts 
feet, where moiſture had gathered, though 
it were diſcoloured and ſtunk ever ſo much, 


we never failed to lay ourſelves down and 
drink it up, and I may ſay with ſatisfaction. 


Our only food in that time was a few poor 


dry berries, ſuch as our hips and haws ; 


however, as bad as they were, we were glad 
when we found any, for they were not al- 
ways to be had. We paſled through many 
villages, that ſtood pretty thick on a fine 
level land, very eaſy ſor the feet, and do- 


lightful to the eye, having every here and 
there thickets of trees and groves, with 


riſing and falling ground that attorded beau- 
tiful proſpects. : 

At length we came to a mountain, which 
we were obliged to paſs over, from the top 
of which we could ſee the great lake of 


Nicaragua, Having deſcended this moun- 
tain, we came to an Indian village, where 


we ſaw three gentlemen of an order of friars, 


who ſent for us, and examined us ſtrictly 
of our country and religion, but more par- 


ticularly concerning our preſent ſtate and 
government; to which I anſwered as I could. 
Theſe gentlemen were on their way from 


Granada to Leon ; they provided us the beſt 


ſupper we had met with a long time, gave 
& 3 us 
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us every one a real, and provided us with a 
night's lodging. 

The next morning we got to the lake of 
Nicaragua, and keeping on the fide of it, we 
paſſed through many villages, and at laft 
came into the town of Granada, and went 
directly to the alcald- major, who is always 


a Spaniard, and ſhewed him our paſs; upon 
Which he gave us two reals apiece, and faid 


we mult be lodged in priſon whilſt we ſtaid 
here, but not to be kept as priſoners under 


confinement, for we ſhould every day have 


our liberty to go about the town as we 
p-cated ; ſo that this was no great mortifica- 
tion to us. CE 
Granada is very large, and has three 
churches, with conyents for ſeveral holy or- 
ders in it. Perceiving a numerous clergy 
here, we thought proper to intreat their aſ- 
ſiſtance, and ſome of them relicved us, and 
ſome did not. We found that in this town 
cocoa paſſed as current coin, ſeventy nuts of 
which were valued at a real of plate. 
A gentleman, who is receiver-general of 
the king's revenue in this part of the coun- 


try, came one day to the priſon on purpoſe. 


to aſk us ſome queſtions concerning our miſ- 


fortunes, which when I had anſwered he bade 


us. come to his houſe every day, where we 


| ſhould ever find relief, and for the preſent 


gave us a large mat to ſleep on, for till then 


we had lain on the bare ground. This gen- 
5 Eos tleman, 
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tleman, having a ſhip that traded in the South 


Sea, offered, if we would ſtay here, to em- 
ploy us therein ; but I replied, that we were 
determined to get to our own country, if 
poſſible ; otherwiſe we would gladly have 


ſerved him. Here being ſome flat-bottomed 


veſſels building to go to Porto-Bello, by the 
way of the lake of Nicaragua, we went to 
the maſter of one of them, to try if we could 
get a paſſage with him, who ſaid that if we 
could procure a paſs, permitting us to go by 
the caſtle of St. John, ſtanding on an iſland 
m the neck of the lake, abour fifty leagues 
from hence, he would not only give us our 
paſſage, but pay us handſomely for our la- 


bour. This caſtle of St. John commands all 
_ veſſels that pals up the lake, the channel 
being fo narrow, and full of bars and ſhoals, 
that it is impoſſible for any veſſel to fail up 
it, and not borrow cloſe upon the caſtle, for 


which reaſon he durſt not taxe us without @ 
pals. The governor of the caſtle, in whoſe 


power only it was to grant us a paſs, being 


at this time at Granada, we went and peti- 
tioned him on that matter, at the fame time 
ſetting forth our great hardſhips, our inabi- 
lity to endure more, and remonſtrating, that 


if he did not grant us this favour, ſo much 


and ſo immediately in his power, we ſhould 
be compelled to travel many hundreds of 


leagues out of our way, and go over the 


"mountains of Nicaragua, a thing deemed 
I 3 impracticable 
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impracticable for foot paſſengers; and in 
ſhort, that we were informed we had all the 
molt difficult part of the country yet to go 
through, and in the worlt ſeaſon of the year, 
that je, the time of the rains. His reply 
was, that he had inſtructions from the king 


of Spaza not to ſuffer any Engliſhmen to pals | 


up or down the lake, and that therefore he 


could not, nor would comply with our re- 


queſt. This flat denial utterly diſmayed us; 


yet what 1s very natural to perſons driven 


even to deſpair itſelf, that is, to hover about 
the thing on which they have once built their 


hopes, was now our caſe. We could not 


forbear hovering about the lake of Nicara- 
gua, thinking how caſily we might have at- 


tained our ends that Ways could we have ob- 


tained a paſs, 


As we war? walking up and down in this 
penſive mood we chanced to meet a company 


of Indians, among whom was agountryman 


ol our's, who apy: z-ar-d to be almoſt ſtarved 
to death. We aſked him how long he had 
deen in this country? He faid almoſt five 


_ years; and that he had travelled about from 
| nary? to place in hopes of getting out of it, 
ut ſtill never the nearer to his journey's end, 
He told us his name was Robert Barnwell, 
and that he was born at Weſt-Cheſter. It 
ſeems he had been taken in the ſame manner 
we had been, and ſet on ſhore with ſeveral 
others, . who are all dead, and he air 16 
F Ive. 
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alive to bemoan his hard fate. He ſaid, 
« That he had tried every way he could 
think of to get home to England, but that all 
his endeavours had proved unſucceſsful ; fo 
that now he never expected to leave this 
country.“ He ſaid likewiſe, That the laſt 
effort he made to that end was by pr revailing 
with a maſter of a veſſel, who was bound frorn 
Granada to Porto- Bello, by way of the lake, 
to take him along with him, but that when 
they came to the caſtle of St. John he was 
diſcovered, and turned back; for that the 
Spaniards ſhould ſay, it once the Engliſh 
came to know the nature of this lake, they 
would ſoon become maſters. of this part of 
the country.“ 
The lake of Nicaragua vents itſelf into the 
North Sea, and, though it be very ſhallow, 
is about fiſteen leagues broad in the wideſt 


= part, but near the caſtle it 1s not above a 


mile over, as Barnwell informed us. When 
we had heard thus much of his Rory, we ac- 
quainted him with part of our's, and faid, 
that ſince our late diſappointment we had 
agreed (by the help of God) to go to Nicoya, 
and that if he was willin ig to bear us company, 

we would take our chance together. He 
was very well pleaſed with the propoſal, bur, 
as he was ſick and weak, feared he ſhould 
not be able to perſorm the} Journey ; however, 
we comforted him by ſaying he might ſtay 
here till he got engen, for that we were 
| obliged 
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obliged to wait for our carpenter, who was 
at work in building a veſfel, at which he 
could earn two Spanich dollars a day. He 
was employed eight days, and received his 
wages, with W hich he purchaſed himſelf a 
frock, which in reality was worth no more 
than two thillngs ſterling, ſo exceſſively 
dear are all ſorts of cloathing i in theſe parts. 
At this time an accident happened in the 
priſon where we lodged that might have 
roved fatal to us, had not ſome precaution 
been uſed. The matter was this: five Ma- 
latta men, who were cloſcly confined in irons 
fer the barbarous murder of an alcald- 
major, were paſſed from St. Michael's to 
this town, in order to be ſent to the caſtle 
of St. John, there to remain during lite, 
Two of theſe very fellows came in one of 
our canoes, when we croſſed the great 
gulph of Fonſeca, being at that time loaded 
with irons. Theſe men were laid for the 
preſent among other criminals, in the next 
room to us; and one night, when we were 
aſleep, they called out, as it in great ſur- 
prize, to an old Indian who lay in the 


room with us, who was an officer of ſorne 


authority, as well in the town as in the pri- 

ſon. He, ſtarting ſuddenly out of his ſleep 

at the noiſe, caught up a light, and ran to 
ſee what was the matter. When he had un- 
locked the outward door, ſuppoſing the in- 
ward one to be faſt, as he had found oo, | 
the 
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the villains ruſhed upon him, and in a vio- 
tent manner laid on him with ſtaves, till he 
fell down for dead, We awaking with the 
hurliburly, and fuppoſing it to be among 
the priſoners, for that we miſſed the old man, 
cot up between ſleeping and waking, and 
ran to enquire into the cauſe of the diſturb- 


ance. By the time we had got to the place 


where we thought we heard the noiſe, it 
ceaſed, and we found all in darkneſs. At 
| laſt we chanced to. ſtumble over a body, 
| which lay in the door-way of the place where 
theſe men were kept. We endeavoured to 


raiſe it, but perceiving no ſigns of life in ir, 


we concluded the ruffians had broke their 
gaol, and murdered the old gentleman, our 
| chamber-tellow, and that this was his body; 
the thoughts of which threw us into a terrible 
conſternation, eſpecially when we reflected, 
| that we, being wanderers in a ſtrange land, 
and under no ſmall degree of odium, might 
de held in ſuſpicion of being acceſſary with 
them in ſo horrid a crime, and perhaps be 
| puniſhed as being guilty of the fact. 1 
this conſideration I adviſed that we ſhould 


go forthwith to the alcald-major of the town. 


and acquaint him with what had happened. 
| We did ſo; and, though it was in the dead 
of the night, he roſe, and came himſelf along 


with us to the priſon, but took care to be 


well guarded by his officers; and as we went 


along, he highly commended our care and 


fidelity 
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fidelity in this affair. At our return to the 
priſon we were very glad to find our old 
friend, whom we had ſuppoſed to be dead, 
revived, though much bruiſed, and afflicted 
for the loſs of his priſoners, ho had made 
their eſcape, and left their chains and 
ſhackles behind, ſtrewed about in pieces. 
The alcald commanded ſtrict ſearch to be 
made after them, and the next day they 
were found to have taken ſanctuary in 
church belonging to a monaſtery of Francil- 
can friars here, who refuſed to deliver them 
up to juſtice, ſaying, ſince they were fed 
thither, they were bound to ſhelter them 
from the rigour of the law. We thankfully 
acknowledged the good Providence that had 
directed every thing in this matter, ſo as to 
free us irom the leaſt imputation of confe- 
deracy with theſe vile wretches, though we 
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had, before we came here, been obliged to 


travel ſome way with them. 
Whilſt we ſtaid here canoes arrived fre- 


2 with Indians who dwelt on the other 3 


de the lake, and who brought with them 
creatures like a guana, or rather a lizard, 
but as big as a maſtiff dog. 


are dreſſed, they taſte better than any fowl. 


Theſe Indians differ both in features and 
Im 


complexion 


Theſe are ſold | 
in Granada at a great price, and they that , 
can afford to cat fo delicately are happy. Ir 
I have eat of them, and though their look | 
is not altogether inviting, yet, when they . 
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| complexion from any other Indians I ever 
ſaw, and having hair of an unuſual Jength, 


are therefore commonly called the long-haired | 


indians. 


When we had given over all thoughts of 
getting away n Leber ty ſhipping, ] made 
it my buſineſs to enquire out the better way 
to go to Nicoya, and found that all people 
agreed there was no avoiding the mountains 


of Nicaragua; but at the fame time they 


aJured us, it was impoſſible to travel over 
them on foot, and without arms, on account 


of the tygers and other beaſts of prey that 


warmed there; however, as we had no 
choice to make, we knew we mult run all 
hazards, and put it to the venture. It had 


rained almoſt all the time of our being here, 


rherefore we knew it muſt be bad travelling; 
but having picked up what we could to help 
us on our way, after a ſtay of ten days, we 


departed for Nicoya. Barnwell was not 


Jule to travel with us on account of his weak- 
Ineſs. 


tied us we were going right, and a little far- 
bur way, with whom we aſſociated till they 
J. P<ginning to grow very ill at this time, we 


d made haſte to a range, where we got him 
nme milk, and procured what other help we 


could 


Having got about two leagues from Gra- 
nada, we met with ſome Indians, who ſatis- 


ber we overtook two others who were going 


came to their journey's end. Mr. Baniſter 


*% 
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could towards his recovery; but he growing 

worſe, in ſuch a manner as plainly ſhewed 
he would not ſoon be able to travel, and the 
poor people we were among not being able 
to ſuſtain ſuch a company as we were toge- 
ther, we were conſtrained to leave him alone 
with them till he ſhould be better, and have 
an opportunity to follow us. 

Not far from hence is a large ſavanna, 
which, by reaſon of the rains, was now 
quite overflown; this we waded through, 
though the water reached up to our ſhoulders, 
and though the mud and ſtench that aroſc 
from the bottom were enough to poifon any 
thing that had life. We were almoſt a whole 
day getting over this filthy place, and then 
came to a whigwam, where we found ſor: 
Indians, who told us we had taken the wrong 
way, and wondered how we had been able to 
get over it. Theſe people were fo far from 
helping us to water to waſh ourſelves that 
they could not grve us any to drink, though 
we were in exceeding want of it; however, 
we were glad to lie down to reſt in the naſty 

ickle we were 1n. AP 

Before we ſet out in the morning they told 
us we ſhould come to St. Thomas's by night, 
where we might get plantains enough ; ac- 
cordingly, by fun-ſet we reached it, and 
found 1t to be the country-ſeat of a prieſt, 
who was not there at that time. We ſtaid, 
however, with his ſervants two days, expect. 
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ing our fellow. traveller Baniſter, who did 
not come; all this time it rained hard. The 


109 


houſe ſtands very pleaſantly among cocoa. 


and plantain walks, and abundance of fruit 
trees. 

On the third day we departed from hence, 
and for a good way met with nothing but co- 
coa, plantain, and ſeveral other ſorts of fruit 
trees. Cocoa grows on ſmall trecs in great 


pods, as big as melons, ſome of which con- 


rain ſixty or eighty kernels incloſed in white 
ſkins, which ſkins are taken off, and the nurs 


thrown into water, and thoſe that on. are 


counted good for uſe, when dried by the fun. 
The next place we came to was a {mall 
village, where was an Indian alcald, to whom 
ve ſhawed our pats, and who uſed us in a 
kind obliging manner, ordering us plenty of 
chocolate, belide 'S whatever his houſe aftoided 
to eat, and moreover promiſed to take care 


we ſhould nave proviſions to help us over 


the mountains, which, he ſaid, was a long, 
long way, and where none but Indians durſt 
travel on foot. After we had eaten and 
drank pretty heartily, being very weary, we 
began to grow drowſy, and there not being 
conveniency for ſo many of us to lodge in the 
houſe, we went into the yard, and laid our- 


ves down under a little covering of boarde, 


and there fell fall aſleep. How long we lay 


thus I cannot fay, but at laſt Mr. Rounce 


waked us with a ſtory, that he had ſcen an 
8 old 
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old gentleman very richly dreſſed, carried 


along the yard into the houſe, whom he ve- 
rily believed to be an Engliſhman ; for that 


he called to him as he paſſed by, and ſaid in 


Engliſh, How do you do, countryman? But 
this, he ſaid, was not the only reaſon he had 
to believe him ſuch; for that the firſt mo- 
ment he caſt his eyes upon him he knew his 
face, and remembered he had been particu- 


larly acquainted with him ſome years before 


in England. We aſked him what anſwer he 
made? He ſaid none; for that his ſurprite 
was ſo great he had not power to open his 
mouth. For my part, as I had been afleep 
all the while myſelf, and knew nothing of 
the matter, I was apt to think that he had 


been ſo too, and knew as little, but that he 
had dreamed the ſtory, and awaking ſud- 
denly out of his ſleep imagined it to be mat- 


ter of fact: however, to > be certain of the 


thing, we got up, and went directly into 


the houſe, and there found the old gentle- 
man in reality fitting in a ſort of chair ; he 
was wrapped up in a cloak very richly em- 


broidered with gold, but ſeemed to be ſu- 
ee We ſtood looking at him 


very ſtedfaſtly; but he ſaid not one word, 


nor took the leaſt notice of us, till cur ioſity | 


led me to aſk him, in Spaniſh, if he was of 


Old Spain? Upon which he anſwered very 


quick, in Engliſh, that he was no Spaniard, 


but came from London many years ago, and 


ſaid 
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ſaid no more. I went on to aſk him ſeveral 
other queſtions, but he anſwered none of 
them; and then the alcald, and others who 
were about him, defired J would not talk to 
him any more, ſaying, indeed he was our 
countryman, but was now old and ſick, and 
not capable of anſwering ; upon which I held 
my peace, perceiving they had no mind any 
diſcourſe ſhould paſs between us. By this 
time Mr. Rounce had taken a thorough view + 
of him, and was well ſatisfied that he was 
the man he had imagined him to be; and 
then he toe us that his name was Edmund 
Underwood ; that he had been maſter of a 
veſſel, and had lived at Yarmouth, where 
he knew both him and his father very well, 
who was a rope-maker. This man, it ſeems, 
had been miſſing many years, as his {on in- 
formed Mr. Rounce fince our arrival in 
England. We ftaid here but one night, 
and the next morning took leave of the al- 
cald, who gave us twelve tamawlas of Indian 
corn, and each of us two reals in cocoa, bid- 
ding us be ſure to go to the other alcald at 
the old town of Nicaragua, and get ſome- 
thing of him. | 
As we went along we ſaw little birds no 
bigger than a graſhopper, of a whitiſh co- 
Jour, which, as they flew from tree to tree, 
were hardly perceivable, In*the evening we. 
got to the alcald of the old town, and told 
him our errand, who ſaid lie would 10 what 
50 K 2 Ee 
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he could for us, and for tlie preſent bade us 


go about the town, and aſk every one to 
give us ſomething towards helping us over 
the mountains. We did ſo, and of ſome ve 
got planting, and of others jerk beef, fo 
that we preſently picked up as much as we 
were able to carry. 

On the third day of our abode here artived 
three frtars, who. were juſt come from over 
the mountains cf Nicaragua, on mules, well 
guarded by armed Indians. W hen they 


Heard we were going to travel over them on 


foor, they endeavoured to diſſuade us from 
an attempt which, 9 ſaid, muſt prove 


cur ruin; for that, if we had no arms to de- 


fend us from the tygers, we ſhould ſoon be 


devoured. They were in great trouble about 
a dog they very much vaiued, which they 
had Joſt on the mountains, and which they 
ſuppoſed to be torn in pieces by the tygers, 
Theſe gentlemen gave us ſome ſegars to 
ſnake, which they ſuppoſed would be very 
acceptable, Theſe are, leaves of tobacco 
rolled up in ſuch manner that they ſerve 


both for à pipe and tobacco itſelf, Theſe the 


ladies, as well as gentlemen, are very tond 


of ſmoaking, but indeed they know. no other 


way here; for there is no ſuch thing as a to- 
bacco- pipe troughout New Spain, but poor 
aukward tools uſed by the Indians. 

Ihe alcald, at whoſe houſe we were at this 
time, had got a large ram, which, being 


miſchicyous, : 


— 
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miſchievous, was kept tied up in a back 
place, where we had never ſcen him. Now 
we were appointed to lie without the houſe, 
under a fort of ſhed, where hung two ham- 
mocks. One morning when we were juſt 
riſen, and thought nothing of the ma: ter, 
the ram, which was broke looſe, and had 
got ſight of us, came running furiouſly at 
us, and in the firſt place aſſaulted John Bal- 
man, getting him down, and butting at him 
with his horns with might and main. I ſee- 
ing this ran with deſign to reſcue my com- 
panion; upon which the ram left him, and 
fell upon me with all his force. Finding 
my antagoniſt a little too ſtrong for me, the 
only expedicnt I could think of to recover 
myſelf was to dodge him round a tree, where 
we both played our parts very dextrouſly; 
but fortune, that docs not always favour the 
politic, any more than the brave, together 
with the ſlipperineſs of the place, occaſioned 
my foot to ſlide, bringing me down, and by 
that means gave my cnemy the advantage 
over me, who had not the generoſity to ſuffer 
me to riſe, and fairly renew the combat, but 
in that condition fell on me ſo violently that 
he not only bruifed me extremely, but broke 
one of my ribs, before I could recover my 
feet: however, as ſoon as I got on my legs 
again, I began to ſtudy revenge for the in- 

jury; and whilſt I looked round, to ſee if I 
could come at any ftick or cudgel, Mr. 
5 Rounce 
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Rounce, who had been gone on one ſide, 
and knew noting of this tray, happened to 
come forward unwarily and unprepared. 

Upon this the bravo, fluſhed with ſucceſs, 


and being reſolved, as it ſeemed, to puſſ c. 
his conguelt to the utmoſt, as vigorouſly at- te 
tacked him as he had before done us, which Þ r: 


luckily gave me an opportunity to fall upon 
him in the rear; for J did not think myſelf 


+ 
bound in honour to ſtand upon. ceremony | 
with one that had given me no quarter. At 1 
laſt I ſeized my gentleman by the horns, 1 
and pummelled him pretty heartily with my 


fiſt on the head and noſe, till the blood ran 
down the latter ; upon this he began to find 
he had got enough, and ſcemed inclined to 
retreat ; but we reſolved not to let him come 
off ſo, and therefore two of us held him, 
and the other went and got ſticks, and then 
beat him till we had thoroughly humbled 
him. By this time came a negro and ſome 
Indian women who belonged to the houle, 
and led him to be tied up, and he, being ac- 
quainted with them, ſubmitted patiently 18 
their diſcipline. This ram was the only 
ſheep we faw throughout the country, and 
ſhould have had no occaſion to have been 
forry if Lhad miffed the fight of him. As 
for my part, though I laugired at the ren- 
counter as ſoon as over, and have often done 
ſo ſince, yet in the main I had no cauſe to 
make a j\it of it; for I endured a great 2 
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of pain on account of my broken rib, and 
particularly at the time it was freſh, and WAS. 
obliged. to travel for many days over thoſe 
deſperate mountains of Nicaragua, The al- 
cald and his wife were very much concerned 
to ſee me bruiſed, and applied plaiſters and 
remedies to the parts affected. | 

We tarricd here fix days in expectation of 
our fellow-travelier Baniſter's overtaking us, 
but finding he did not come, we be gan to- 
give him over for loſt, and ſo agreed to Ita; by 
no longer. Accordingly the next morning 
we ſet « out, a ter paying our reſpects to the 
alcald and his family, they directing us our 
way. This; is the ple 1 5 eſt and moſt fruit 
ful part o! the country that we ſaw between 
the wat ry ſavanna and the t: to t of the moun- 
tains. 

We ſpent moſt of this day in travelling 
through. a wood, where was variety of fruit, 
and at laſt came to a great river, which we 
croſſed, and had not gone above a muſquet 
Mot before we came to an old range, Which, 
as night was approach! NS, proved a great 
conveniency for us to lie in; therefore we 
went directly to ſeck for wood, and then 
made a good fire, not forgetting to fill our 
calabaſhes with water. This night there 
happened ſuch a terrible ſtorm "of wind, 
thunder, lightning, and rain, that, what 
with the hideous yelling of wild beaits, and 
the falling of huge trees occaſioned by the 


ſtorm, 


4 
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ſtorm, a man would have thought himſclf 
in another world ; however, by moraing the 
ftorm ceaſed, but the rain continued as much 
as ever, ſo that there was no travelling for 


us. Ourgreateſt concern now was, that, if 


this weather held, our proviſions would be 


all ſpent before we came to the mountains, 


We had two ſorts of money, one of plate, 
and the other of cocoa. 
nions, that I would put my cocoa money to 
ſuch an uſe, as ſhould ſtand me in more 
ſtead at preſent than all the plate of the In- 
dians could produce, that was, I ſaid, to 
fave my proviſions; and, to convince them 


of what 1 ſaid, I got three ſtones, one I pur 
into the fire, and made it red-hot, and then 


roaſted my cocoa- nuts; I then ground them 


between the other two ſtones till I had made 


them up into a paſte, and having contrived 
to boil water in a calabaſh, which is but a 
thin ſhell, and having got a mull made of 


two or three ſticks, that ſerved for the pur- 


oſe, I made as good chocolate as a man 


would deſire to drink. Then all hands went 
to work, and did after the fame manner; ſo 


that in this method we found a double con- 
veniency, inaſmuch as we were thereby 


comfortably regaled, and at the ſame time 
eaſed of a troubleſome luggage, that would 

have proved too burdenſome for us; whereas, 
by continuing this practice, it leſſened by de- 


grees, and our money became no load to us. 
| wy After 


I told my compa- 
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After this we waſhed ourſelves at the river; 
near which were numbers of monkies; one 
| we took notice of in particular, a ſhe-mon- 
| key, that had three young ones, one clung 
about her neck, and the other two ſhe hug- 
ged, in each arm one, as a woman would 
hold a couple of children. With theſe ſhe 

| wang from tree to tree by her tail, and at 
lat dropped from a very high tree to a low 
one, without making the leaſt ule of her fore 


in gathering wood to keep up our fire, being 
| highly neceſſary during our ſtay here to reſt 
| ourſelves. At this tire a dog met us, that 
| cane and ſtood cloſe by us, making us ex- 


pect preſently to ſee ſome Indians, but none 


came; however, we deſired nothing more 
| than that the dog might ſtay, and 2 us 

een over the mountains. We 

him ſuch victuals as we could beſt ee 
and the poor beaſt fawned, and ſeemed con- 
| tent to be with us. Now what makes this 

accident remarkable is, that we had fre- 


quently defired only to have a dog to go with 


| us over the mountains, believing he might 

| prove a good guard, or at leaft to alarm us 
in caſe of any approaching danger. We 
muſt have been ſtupid not to have admired 
the care which Providence had of us in this 
particular. 


The weather proving fair next day, we 


agreed to get as near the mountains as poſſi- 
ble, 


bpaws. Towards night we buſied ourſelves. 
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ble, and accordingly ſet out with our dog 
Alter wading through ſeveral very bad ſa- 
vannas, up to our middles in water, about 
ſun-ict we reached the foot of the moun- 
tains, taking up our abode there that night, 
and next morning began to aſcend one of 
them ; but by noon, our proviſion being 
grown burthenſome, to eaſe us of ſome of 
the weight, we ſat down and filled our bel- 
lies, not forgetting our dog, and then divided 
every man his ſhare to carry himſelf. 

This mountain is all over full of holes and 
deep cracks, ſo that almoſt every ſtep we 
took we ſunk up to our middles, though we 
followed in the tracks of mules feet. Having 
at length got down this mountain, it brought 
us to a river running betwixt the moun- 
tains, and very broad and muddy : we were 
obliged to wade through it, though we at- 
terwards found by experience it was full of 
holes at the bottom, like the mountain we 
had juſt paſſed; and, as we could have no 
marks here to guide our feet by, I concluded 
we ſhould all periſh before we got out of it, 
We laboured ſeveral hours with great diffi- 
culty up to. our necks in water, and could 
ſee no end to it, or ſo much as find a reſt- 
ing-place, not even for a moment; for the 
mountains on each {ide of us were excecd- 
ingly high, and ſteep as a houſe-ſide; how- 
ever, . providence ſupported us, till at laſt 

we 
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we found out a paſſage that led us up be- 


ween the mountains. 

| We aſcended one of them directly, weary 
us we were, and on the top thereof found a 
plain clear ſpot of ground, from whence we 
law the burning mountain of Bombaco, not 
being far from us: that mountain voids great 
quantities of fulphureous matter, and there 
alſo is found much pummice-ſtone. We be- 
lieved there was not a better place than this 
to take up our night's lodging at; therefore 
we made up a blazing fire, to fit by and reſt 
us, for ſleep we durſt not for fear of the tygers. 
And now our dog proved of real ſervice to 
us: for nothing could ſtir but his barking 
and roaring furiouſly g gave us notice to ſtand 
upon our de fence, having fire brands in our - 
hands, Thus the nights paſſed in watching 
and ceaſeleſs terror, and our days in toil and 
unſpeakable labour: and equal hazard; and 
thus we went on from mountain to mountain, 
i! we had paſſed the chain of them, but 
many times by ſuch ways and means as might 
{em incredible if related, at leaſt to Euro- 
pzans, for no Europeans ever travelled this 
country before us in the manner we did, 
Sometimes we were obliged to aſcend and 
deſcend the mountains by roads or paths, but 
little more than mere edges of lands, having 
uch prodigious precipices on each ſide, that 
the leaſt flip or turn of our feet might have 
carried us to another world, and never 


more 
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more have been ſeen, and very oſten load. 
ed mules, if the ground proves ſlippery, arc 
loft this way, though they are the mofi 
ſure- footed creatures in the world. At 
other times, when we were not on theſe 
narrow ways, tygers, panthers, wolves, &c. 
continually alarmed us both day and night; 
and if there was no fire to defend ourſelye; 
againlt them, (and had we been maſters of 
any arms before, we could not have burthen. 
ed ourſelves in carrying them at this time) 
thoſe creatures often ſtood at ſome diſtance, 
and ſtared at us as in an amaze; experience 
caught us, that if we turned off haſtily to go 
from them, they would ſteal after us in a 
lurking manner, as they ſhewed they only 
waited their time to ſeize us; but if we turn- 
ed ſuddenly, and faced them boldly, or ad- 
vanced near them, they ſeemed ſurpriſcd, 
and looked full in our faces for ſome time, 
and then, as though not willing to encounter 
us face to face, made off as hard as they 
could drive. When we had found out this 
way of dealing with them, it much abated 
our fears; but we often pitied our poor dog, 
ſo jaded and tired out that he could ſcarcely 
drag his legs after him ; but for all our parts, 
what we endured is inexpreſſible; and ctr- 
tain it is, that, could we have been truly 
ſenſible that theſe mountains were really ſo 


bad before we undertook to go over them, 


we ſhould have been fo tar from attempting 


ith 
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t that to have been made lords and maſters 
of the country, including all the riches con- 
tained therein, could not have been ſufficient 
to bribe us to ſuch an undertaking; but 
every man of us would rather have choſe to 
fit down with the Indians, as contentedly as 
he could, and have ſpent all his life- time 
after their wild and uncomfortable manner. 
True it 1s, indeed, that both Spaniards and 
Indians had often warned us, that it would 
be impracticable for us to travel over theſe 
mountains; but we vainly imagined we 
ſhould not meet with the terrible bugbears 
they repreſented tous; and, as the old pro- 
verb has it, we fancied they made mountains 
of mole- hills. 


But, not to trouble the reader with a Gone 


ther account of the particulars of this melan- 
choly part of our journey, I ſhall only ſay, 
that with infinite toil and danger, and by the 
aſſiſtance of God Almighty, we overcame 


all difficulty, and at laſt got clear of the diſ- 


mal and inhoſpitable mountains of Nicaragua, 
and paſſed by the ſide of a ſavanna, on a ri- 
ſing ground, where two rakes of mules were 
grazing. 

Theſe were going over the mountains, 
but had been reſting here two or three days 


before they undertook the painful journey ſo 


much complained of, I aiked the Indians 
with them, how far 1t was to any inhabitants ? 
They ſaid, there were very few in this part 


'L of 
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of the country, and but only here and there 
a range, ſonie ten, and ſome twenty leagues 
diſtant from each other, but there was one 
we might get to before night. 

We were at this tune as deſtitute of cloath- 
ing as ever; for though we had all drawers 
ſoon after we left St. Michael's, yet, as they 
were of a poor thin ſtuff, they ſoon wore to 
tatters; ſo that we had ſcarcely a rag of them 
left to cover our nakedneſs. We u ſpent the 
whole day in ſearch of this range, but to no 
purpoſe. Night drawing on, and we being 
very weary; my companions propoſed, that 
we ſhould lay us down where we were, and 
reſt till morning; but my advice was to go 
on in ſearch of harbour: whilſt the moon 
continued to ſhine, which they at laſt agreed 
to, though indeed we were ſo exceed! ngly 
fatigued, that we thought ourſelves fit on! 


to lie down and die. Tow ards the ſetting of 


the moon a terrible ſtorm of thunder, ich t= 
ning, and rain came on; at which time we 
were on an open ſavanna, without any ſhelter, 
except here and there a few ſhrubby trees, 
ſome of which we crept under, having fir 
made a little fire of ſuch bruſhy wood as could 
be got, which the ſtorm ſoon extinguiſhed, 
and thus we lay till niorning, when, finding a 
range with two Indians, and they ſeeing Our 


deplorable condition, made us a good fire, 


and gave us hot milk, which was ſuch a re- 
treſhment as we had not met with for many 


days 
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days paſt, This range is appointed purpoſely 
for the relief of travellers, and belongs to a 
company of friars, who keep it always well 
ſtored with jerk beef and milk. Now 
this is the method they take to milk their 
cows, as well here as in other parts of this 


country; they go into the ſavannas, and 1 
catch young calves, which they bring home, | jt 
and incloſe in a pen, raiſed high on purpoſe i 
to preſerve them from tygers, - and other i 1 


beaſts of prey, but leave one place open for 
the cows to get in, that will not fail to come 
in the night, and ſuckle them. In the f4 
morning they drive them out, and tie acalf 
to the fore-leg of each cow, and whillt ſhe is 
licking her young one, they milk her; but 
they make little other uſe of the milk than to 
get the cream, which they keep in calabaſhes 
to eat with their plantains; ſo that, if we 
happened to come any where when they 
were milking, they never denied us as much 
as wWwe could drink. Theſe Indians told us, 
we might get to Nicoya in ten or fifteen 
days, and at parting gave us as much jerk 
beef as we were willing to have. This meat 
is in long flips, and fo dried by the fun to 
make it keep, that it is hard and inſipid as 1 
a ſtick; whenever we drefſed any of it af- 
terwards, we were forced to maſh it between 
a couple of ſtones, elſe it could never have 
been eaten. 


L 2 Not 
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Not far from hence is a great river, whicii 
we were three days endcavouring to croſs, 
but in vain, till the fourth. On the other 
ſide of this river is a great range, called St. 
Domingo, where we found a negroe man 
and. woman, who, upon our telling them 
our country, profeſſed they loved the En- 
gliſh well, but not the Spaniards ; and in- 
deed we found the good effects of this dil- 
poſition in them, for they behaved wonder- 
fully kind and friendly to us. We ſtaid 
here one niglit, and in the morning they 
directed us to a place called St. Thomas's, 
where they ſaid lived'a Spaniard, who was 

a good man. ; 1 
By the way we ſaw a creature haſting to- 
wards us, ſomewhat reſembling a bear, but 
very crooked, and of a ſandy colour; and 
believing he had a miſchicvous deſign upon 
us, we made ſhift to kill it with our ſticks, 
In the evening we got to St, Thomas's, and 
met with the Spaniſh gentleman, who fully 
anſwered the good character given him by 
the negroes. Upon hearing our diſtreſs, he 
preſently ordered his Indians to boil ſome 
freſh beef for us after our own way, and to 
make us ſome turtillias, at the ſame time 
making us the offer of ſtaying with them as 
long as we pleaſed; and as a farther mark of 
his goodneſs and charity, he promiſed us, 
that whenever -we left him we ſhould not 
go away empty of proviſions, We ſtaid here 
e twa 
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two days, and by that time were a little 4 
reſted ; but, leſt we ſhould miſs of a bark at ĩ 
Nicoya bound for Panama, we thought it wa 
beſt to ſet out from hence, and accordingly 
took leave of our kind benefactor with many |} 
thanks. This day we paſſed by a range, but 
could ſee no one near it: this range was open 
every way, it being nothing but a root made 
of cane, covered with leave es, and fupported IF 
with four props. We went on till we came 
to the great gulph of Haradura, wherein are 
many lands, As we found there was no 
way for us to croſs this gulph, we reſolved 
to return to the open range, there to ſit a 
while, and conſider what courſe we ſhould 
take; but at our coming there we found an 
Ladian man, who put us in the right way, 
and by ſun- ſet we got to two whigwams that 
were inhabited. Here we were "informed, 
that a countryman ot our's was at this time 
in one of theſe whigwams, who was come 
hither with ſome Indians from Granada. 17 
This proved to be Robert Barnwell, whom 
we found by the lake of Nicaragua, near 
that town, and who at our departure from 
thence was in ſo tceble a ſtate of body that he 
was not able to underiake the journey with 
us. He told us, that after he had recovered 
a little trength he met with an opportunity 
to follow us, in company with ſome Indians, 
who were to travel this way, and that he had 
been endeayouring with them to get over the 
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great river that flows into the gulph of Ha- 

radura, but that, the current being very ra- 
pid, he ſhould undoubtedly have been 
drowned, had they not ſaved him; and that 
afterwards, fearing he ſhould be farther trou- 
bleſome to them, they brought him back to 
this place, where they had left him, and 
were now gone on by themſelves ; ſo that, 
having loſt his guides, he had given over all 
thoughts of ever ſeeing us more, little ima- 
ane that this unlucky accident, as it 

cemed to be, ſhould prove the means of 
what he ſo much defired: and this ſhews 
how difficult it is to judge what will not be 


for our good; what we dread the conſe- 


quence of moſt often proves moſt for our 


advantage; as, on the contrary, what we 


proſecute with eagerneſs, and the greateſt 
care and induſtry, proves frequently, upon 
the upſhot, to be what we ought of all 
things to have avoided. Here we lay one 
night, but the place was fo over-run with 
vermin that it was impoſſible to fit ſtill or 
reſt a moment all the time. The Indians 
themſclves lie under pavilions, on places 
made of cane, raiſed two feet from the 


ground, and fo cloſely wrought that even a 


mulkitoe cannot get at them. 


At day-break next morning we departed 


from hence, with our friend Barnwell ; and 
after taking ſome pains to find out where it 


was eaſieſt to croſs the river, we got over it, 


and 
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and came on a ſavanna, where we ſaw great 
numbers of large wolves, By evening we 
got to a range, where we ſtaid all night, but 


no ſleep could we get in this part of the 


country becauſe of the vermin. The next 
day we came among great droves of wild 
cattle, which the Indians inhabiting here- 
abouts kill only for their hides and tallow, 
leaving the carcaſes on the ground, which 
are ſoon devoured by a ſort of carrion-crows 
| as big as our geeſe. There is a law here 
which makes it death for any Indian, or 
other perſon, to deſtroy one of theſe crows ; 
for this no reaſon can be given, unleſs they 
| are reckoned a means of keeping off peſti- 
lential diſtempers, by devouring up the car- 
| caſes, which elſe might lie and putrefy, and 

{o infect the air. 5 
As we travelled on we gathered a fruit 
| ſomething like a plumb, but very yellow, 
| which grew on ſtalks about two feet high, 
| Having obſerved the wild hogs to be very 


fond of this fruit, we made no ſcruple to eat 


freely of it, and found it to have a pleaſant 
luſcious taſte ; but ſuch was the effect it had 
on us, that our mouths and throats were 
* thereby ſo ſwelled and inflamed we could 
neither eat nor drink for two days after. At 


ſun- ſet we met ſome Indians that were kill- _ 


* 


ing cattle, of whom we might have had 
beef enough could we have eat it; yet they 
gave us ſome to carry with us, and the next 

day 
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day they directed us to go over certain moun- 
tains, whsſe tops, they told us as a ſign to 


know them by, could not be ſcen, and then 


they ſaid we ſhould get to Ni icoya in two or 
three days. 

Theſe mountains we paſſed in two days, 
but were all the way intolerably plagucd 
with a filthy kind of vermin, like a bug, 
which faſtened on us in ſwarms, that they 
could not be ſcraped off with our knife. We 
had often been annoyed by this ſort of in- 
ſect before, but not to this degree; and 
had it not been for the Indians, who picked 
them off us, they had eaten into our fleſh, 
and could never have been got out, as they 
told us. | 

On the third day we arrived at Nicoya, 
and, after we had reſted ourieives, went to 
to the alcald major, and ſhewed him our 


paſs; and he dir: <Ctly enquired how we came 


into this country? I told him, and gave 
him an account of our travels as punctually 
as I could remember; and, ſaid 1, we are 
come hither in expectation of finding a bark 
bound for Panama; but he aſſured us here 
was none at preſent, nor did he know when 
any would arrive from thence, neg this 
being the ſeaſon of rains and ſtorres, he did 
not expcct any till better weather; but that 
we might depend on going by the firſt op- 
portunity that offered; and this was as much 
as Om be expected. He then ordered an 

Indian 


Indian to go with us to the covilda, that is, 
a houſe he has on purpole to entertain ſtran- 
gers in, and then ſent us ſome boiled beef, 
and every man a turtillia, and ſoon after 
came himſelf, and bade us eat heartily, ſay- 


ing he had a great eſteem for the Engliſh, 
and ſpake very complaiſantly of our nation; 


aſſuring us, at the fame time, that we ſhould 


not want victuals, or any thing in his power, 


as long as we ſtaid at his houle. 
We had been here two days, when he 
ſent for the Indian alcalds, that governed 
two adjacent villages, and gave them charge 
to entertain us alternately every day; but we 


ſuppoſed this was done only to try, either 


their obedience to his commands, or ſee 
how charitable they would be to us; for he 
ſent no more than once to them, and then 
they entertained us very civilly. We found 
the table ſet out in great order, the table- 


cloth being a large green leaf, about twelve. 


feet long, and five broad. This leaf grows 
on a ſtalk, about fifteen or twenty teet high, 
that bears but one leaf at a time, and that 
on the very top. Then they gave every one 
of us ſome beef and a tomawla; and after 
that they brought us ſeveral forts of fruit, 


as ripe plantains, and ſopotoes, which are a 
very delicious fruit, After dinner we returned 
to the alcald, and gave him an account of 


the good reception we had met with, who 
was well pleaſcd to find his orders ſo chear- 


dar 
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fully obeyed. All the alcald majors we hi- 


therto met were Spaniards, - but this gentle- 
man was born in Erittany in France, and his 
name is Michael de Boyce, or du Bois; he 
keeps an Indian woman, the daughter of ar 
alcald at Conſtorica (whether ſhe be his wife 
or not I cannot tell), by whom he had one 
child; and it would be the height of ingra- 
titude not to-own, that ſhe, as well as him- 
ſelf, was extremely kind to us, during our 
whole ſtay with them. The ſhort account I] 
have given of this gentieman may be of ſome 
{: atisfaction to his brother, who, as ke told us 
himſelf, is a merchant in London. 
At this time Mr. Rounce fell ill again, 


but was uſed with greater care and renderneſs 


than could well have been hoped tor by peo- 
ple i in our circumſtances. Having ſpoken 


ol the chief magiſtrate of this town, and of 


his generoſity to me, Iwill next give ſome 


account of the town itſelf, and likcwiſe of its 


inhabitants. 
Nicoya is ſituated in a valley, ſurrounded 


by very high mountains, for there is no com- 


ing at it without paſſing ſome of them; yet 
no place affords a more delightful proſpect, 


or is kept in greater order and neatnels, 


The Indians ſuffer nothing to grow near it, 


except fruit-trees, for fear of harbouring 
vermin ; and this method has ſo good an 


effect, that there is not ſo much as a muſki- 


toc to be ſeen or ſelt in all the place, AN: 
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che mountains above it are covered with 
woods, As to the people, they are of fo 
quiet and peaceable a diſpoſition, and fo free 
from noiſe and tumult, that a man might be 
here entire days or weeks, and were 1t not 
| for ſeeing them paſs by him now and then 
in the ftrects, or at their houſes, he would 
not believe there was aun inhabitant in it. 
Though we were here fix weeks, and often 
vent to their houſl les, being very converſant 
with chem, I never heard any of them quar- 
rel, or ſo much as diſpute with one another, 
but every one ſeemed to be calm and eaſy, 
and much inclined ro adhere to each other 
advice; they would often come out on moon 
light nights, and divert themſelves by fing- 
ing and dancing to their wind-muſic, whic ch 
15 "{of olt, and not unpleaſant. They would 
reque atly aik us to ing and dance with them, 
which we ſometimes did a ſter our manner, 
to humour them, and they would laugh hear 
my at us, and ſcemed very deſirous to un- 


erſtand the words as they were uttered in 
the ſongs. The women would often look on 


us, admiring the whiteneſs of our ſkins 


(though we were none of the faireſt, and at 
that time tanned like gypſies) and aſked in 
great fimplicity, it our women had ikins as 
white as our's; but when we told them how 
far they exce eded us in complexion and per- 
bons, they thought ic ſtrange indecd. 


When 
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When the women lie-in here, they keep 
un very cloſe for ſome days, and are not 
ſeen by any. Now their manner of rearing 
their children is to let them crawl about on 
the ground on . their hands and knees, till 
they are able to riſe of themſelves ; and 
while they are young their parents take no 

ains to teach or inſtruct them in any thing, 
though they are as great lovers of children as 
any people in the world. Inſtead of rattles, 
dolls, tops and balls, and ſuch other things 
as our children are wont to play with, theſe 
people give their children the heads, tails, 
and paws of wild beaſts to divert them; and 
this they do, 1 ſuppoſe, on purpoſe to uſe 


them to thoſe creatures by degrees, knowing 


they will in the courle of their lives have 


occaſion not to be afraid of encountering 
them. They are a very prudent and chaſt: 
people, and have ſo great a regard to decency 


and modeſt behaviour, that in all the ting 


we were here I never ſaw a man ſo much as 
kiſs the lips of a woman. 

We had been here nineteen- days, when 
our fellow-traveller Baniſter came into this 
town. Providence had ſo ordered it, that 
when he was recovered a little from his ill 
neſs, he met with ſore Indians, who were 
going over the mountains of Nicaragua 
with a rake of mules to Conſtorica, They 
finding him to be weak, and leſt alone to la 
ment his - misfortunes, had the charity an 

good 
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g86d-nature to take him with them on a. 
mule, not doubting but they ſhould meet 
with us at Nicoya, as well knowing wo 
could get no nearer to Panama by land ; 

-becauſe all the way between here and there 


is very mountainous and but thinly inha- 


bited. We were much pleaſed to have our 
old friend with us once again, whom we 
feared we ſhould never more have ſeen. 
How many times had we withed to know 
how his: caſe ſtood ? And how often did we 
deſpair of ſo much as once hearing whether 


he was dead or alive? but now our ſatil- 
faction was general, inaſmucl h as we were 
all ſix met together. 


At this time was held a great cantico 


among the Indians, after the manner we de- 


ſcribed at St. Micha: 1's; only I ſhall take 


notice, that when ſuch public feſtivals are 


kept here, they will carry their muſic into 


the churches, and dance in their maſquerade 


e before the image of the Virgin, by 


way of doing her honour, And now I am 
ipeaking of their churches it may not be im- 
proper to give a ſhort account of their man- 
ner of burying the dead: they lay the corpſe 
on a ſort of | bier, dreſſed up, and adorned 


with flowers of various kinds or whatever the 
deceaſed liked beſt when living ; ; then the 


body is carried on four men's ſhoulders (be- 
ing preceded by many playing on inſtruments 
of One towards the church wherein it is 


. 
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to be interred, and is followed by all the 
neighbouring Indians round about, ſinging 
hymns in praife of the dead; when it is laid 
in the grave it is covered with a compoſition 
reſembling lime, the chief ingredient where- 
of is the dung of certain birds, which will 
conſume it in a ſhort time. If there be a 
prieſt in or near the place where the perſon 
dies, he performs the funeral ceremony; if 
not, it is done by the company before the 
image of the bleſſed Virgin, to which they 
pay great homage, and believe that will do 
as well. 

Whilſt we ſtaid in this town we were free 
from annoyance of any ſort, except from a 
kind of bird like a bat, but bigger, having 

a long tail, Which conſtantly, as we flept in 
he nignt, bit little pieces of fleſh from us, 
and particularly from our feet. 

Having now been at Nicoya ſix weeks, 
the alcald major acquainted us there was a 
Spaniſh gentleman, came from Wattemall 
to Alberoy, . whichwas' but-three or four days 
journey from hence, and that he was going 
to Pueblo Nuevo, Which is not above one 
hundred leagues on that ſide Panama, and 
that he went with one canoe and a piragua, 
by which means, we that were in health 
-might get a paſſage, for that he had treated 
with him on that {core ; but that Mr. Rounce, 
who ſtil} continued very bad, muſt ſtay till 
another re offered. All our men 
EXCEPT 
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except myſelf had been very ill during our 
{tay here, and all but him were better. The 
next day the alcald ſent for the reſt of us to 
his houſe, and, after giving us ſome provi- 


ſion and tobacco, took his leave of us in a 
very courteous manner, and when we had re- 
turned him our humble thanks for all the 


many kind favours he had conferred on us, 


{et our for the river in order to embark. 


It took us up three days travelling over 


high and ſteep mountains, ſeeing but three 


whigwams by the way, and then wading over 


a ſavanna up to our middles in water; at 


the end of four days we arrived at Alberoy, 
finding there the Spaniſh gentleman, named 
Quintus Cataline, -and his Indians buſy in 
making ready the craft, but the fails being 
a little out of repair, I undertook the next day 
to mend them. When all things were ready, 


and our proviſion laid in, viz. jerk beef and 


Indian corn, Baniſter, Balman, and Hol- 
land were appointed to go in the piragua, 


and Barnwell and myſelf in the little canoe ; 


but before we let ſail, our three comrades, 


that were to have gone in the piragua, fell 
ſick again; upon which account Cataling 


to the alcald of Nicoya that he might take | 7 


care of them. 


In the month of October we ſet ſail from 


Alberoy in our little canoe, and five Indians 
to aſſiſt us, and were to go in her above 
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three hundred leagues, accompanied by the 
piragua. In three days we ſailed down the 
river, called Tauro or Bulls, wherein we 
often ſaw alligators above thirty feet long, 
and then landed on the ifland of Chira, ſtay- 
ing there for a wind to carry us over the 
gulph of Salines, Whilſt we. ſtaid on this 
iſland, three days, we built ourſelves ranges, 
not being ſure when the wind might change; 
ſometimes, indeed, we went in our Canoe to 
another iſland not far off, called Covalla, to 
get plantains and pearl oyſters, which, as 
we had but little corn, were our chief ſup- 
port for ſome time. Having roaſted a fuffi- 
cient quantity of beef and plantains during 
our being on the iſland, to be ready to take 
with us when the wind ſhould ſerve ; ; and the 
fourth day the wind being fair, we ſet fail. 
in order to croſs the gulph, which is four- 
teen leagues broad. Every man took care 
of his proviſion, and every one had a hide 
to lie on; but it raining our hides ſerved 
for a tilt, and by that means kept ourſelves 


Theſe Indian Dave were making them- 
ſelves a ſort of cloathing of the bark of 
trecs, being ſoſt and durable as any cloth; 
they made a preſent of two pieces, one of 
which was as large as a ſizeable bed-blanket, 
and the other I made into a jacket. This 


— — 


ſtuff was the molt uſeful thing I could have . 
had, for it ſerved me not only for. a cover». 


ing by day, but alfo to wrap me in on nights, 
which laſt conveniency none of us had ever 
had in this country, and for want of it were 
almoſt flayed alive with heat and vermin. 
This ſerviceable gift was much diminiſhed 
before I came to England, having given 
part of it away to ſeveral perſons to whom J 
had obligations, who deſired to have pieces 
of it to 5 
have ſtill 1 of it left. 

Theſe were the only Indians we ſaw that 
made uſe of any covering for their bodies ; 
and theſe, as to the faſhion of their gar- 


ments, are not fantaſtical, nor ſo much as 


think of colours, trimmings, or exactneſs of 
ſhape, but are contented only to make a 
hole in a piece of this bark-ſtuff ſo as to 
put their heads through, and let one part 
hang down before, and the other behind; 

nay, the women themſelves make fo ſlender 
an account of dreſs, that they only take a 


piece of this ſame bark and wrap it round 
their bodies, fo as to cover their breaſts, 


and hang to the knees. In the ſhort time 


of our ſtay here I ſaw a funeral ceremony, 


performed thus, after the heathen manner of 
theſe people, who have no notion of Chriſti- 
anity: In the firſt place they covered the 


body with leaves, and then placed a large 


quantity of wood about it, that, as ſoon as 
they had fired, the company, generally 


W numerous, joined hands, and, fur- 
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they not keeping longer. 


of them had ever been through it; 


- 
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rounding the pile, never ceaſed ſinging and 


dancing till the wood and body were con- 


ſumed, then they dug a hole in the earth 


and buried the aſhes. 
After a ſtay of two or three days here I 
took leave of theſe people, commonly called 


Indians at War, who entertaingd me ſo 


peaceably and courteouſly that I have rea- 
ſon to ſtile them, as well as others, Indians 


at Peace; but before our departure we got 
our calabaſhes full of water, and roaſted as 


many plantains as laſted us three days after, 
Then we took: 
to our canoe, ſteering our courſe along ſhore 


about eaſt north ealt, and the next morning 


found ourſelves on the great gulph of Ha- 
radura, containing many Hands; one of 


theſe we faw had a ſubterraneous paſſage, 


Uke a regular well- built arch, which the In- 


dians told us ran quite through it, and that 
if we ventured ourſelves in the canoe that 


Way, being but one league, it would ſave 


us twenty. I deſired to be informed if any 
and one 
of them told me he had twice, and that the 


current, which was very ſtrong, ran always 


the way we were to go, but that, indeed, 
- we ſhould be all in darkneſs. Upon con- 
ſidering the whole matter, we concluded to 
venture through n, and accordingly ſet out 


in our canoc, and drove along with ſurpriſing 
bwiftneſß. We were about half an hour in 
| our 
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our paſſage ; but (as I ſaid upon a different 


occaſion) a man might have thought him- 
ſelf in another world. We had total dark- 
nefs for the time, and ſuch a terrible roar- 


ing did the water make in this cavity as 


might have daunted the ſtouteſt man living; 
and, I muſt confeſs, I began to ſuſpect that 
| the Indian who pretended to know this way 


| had only deceived himſelf and us, and we 


ſhould never ſee the light more, for I was 


ſure we ſhould not return the fame way we 


came; but it proved right, and I begged 
his. pardon. After this we paſſed another 


iſland the ſame way, which was not above a 


| muſket ſhot through : we felt on the ſides 
in paſſing both of them, and found them 
ſmooth as glaſs, which was undoubtedly: oc- 
caſioned by the great force of the water. By 


| theſe. ſhort cuts we made ſuch expedition 
| that we croſſed this great gulph in three 


days. 

The next 4 we went aſhore to reſt our- 
ſelves, and to get freſh water; but in the 
firſt place we made a fire, and fell to cutting 
down bamboes to make a whigwam, while 
the Indians went out to hunt for proviſion ; 


but before they returned my countryman 


Barnwell was taken ſo violently ill that 1 


thought he would have inſtantly died; on 
which account we ſtaid here two days, hoping 
F he might recover, but inſtead of mending 


he m rather moet in that time. 
Then 


| 
| 
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Then the Indians adviſed that we ſhould 
take him down to the canoe, and ſteer away 
to a place about ten leagues off, where they 


ſaid we might find plantains, for here were 
none to be had. Accordingly we embarked 


with our ſick companion, but met with ſuch 


terrible bad weather in the voyage as I be- 


lieve greatly contributed to end his days. As 
we were paddling along ſhore we ſaw five 
Indians, four men and one woman, a little 
way. up the land, We put in here, and car- 
ried my poor conntryman aſhore, he being 
ſpeechleſs, and almoſt expiring. I was 
greatly afflicted to fee him thus in a dying 
condition, which 1 knew was hurried on by 
the late hardſhips we had undergone, This 
poor young man, weak and ill as he had 
ee 


n a long time, had nevertheleſs been ex- ſho 


poſed with the reſt of us to all extremities of 
weather, hunger, thirſt, and watchings, and 
was ſtill ſo unfortunate as to fall thus fick in 
a place where no relief could be had, though 


theſe Indians, after the uſual manner of tha: E. 
people, aftorded us all the aſſiſtance in their Þ ple; 


wer. 


When we thought ourſelves in a fair way } 


of getting out of our misfortunes, and com- 


paring the happineſs of our condition with 
that of our poor countrymen left ſick at Al- 
| beroy, an accident befel us that. ſoon made 


us think ourſelves the moſt miſerable men in 


the world, The very firſt night we left the N 


— 
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land of Chira began a ſtorm that laſted five 
lays ſucceſſively; we ſoon loſt fight of the 
piragua, and were all that time toſſed about 


n our little canoe, and could ſee no: land. 


Having no compaſs to ſteer our courſe by, 
ind at laſt not a drop of water left to drink, 
ur Circumſtances were truly aeplorable ; 
ut on the ſixth day at ſun-ſer the weather 
o ved calm, and then the Indians aſked me 
hat they ſhould do? I told them, if they 


ade to the northward ; for the land lay eaſt 
nd welt, and the wind was about fouth- 
. They followed my directions, and the 


xt day diſcovered land, called Point Mala, 


at is, a reef of rocks running out three 


out this, then they ſaid we ſhould” find a 
ndy beak, which ran on forty: leagues to- 
 Wther, where we might come to a killet, or 
| (oden anchor, every night; and withal, 

t plenty of water might be got whenever 
© pleaſed, which as much as any thing in- 
Iced us to uſe our utmoſt endeavours to 
ather this bad point; but in the very firſt 
empt we were fruſtrated, the wind begin- 
g to blow ſo hard as to make us deſiſt 
m our enterprize; and by this one effort 
ſaw too plainly into the difficulties at- 
in ing fuch an undertaking: to endeavour at 


* ccond, if we could * avoid it; 


ad Vherefore 


yould paddle heartily, we ſhould find 104. | 
hich I knew they could not fail of, if we 


agues into the ſea; and if we could get 
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wherefore we reſolved to go back again Nie 
about ten or fifteen leagues to a place called Nun 
the Mantooſc, where were no inhabitants, ua 
but a good. harbour for our canoe : there we IN 
went aſhore, and made a good fire to dy. No! 
ourſelves. and what things we had with us. Ithe 
We had two petticoes of cotton thread in Ntwe 
the canoe, which the Indians were to dye for 1 
the governor of Leon with a certain fiſh found Ir 
on the rocks, which dye is of a very fine nt! 
purple, and this work they went about, whileY dia: 
Barnwell and I went aſhore to reſt us. They patt 
make uſe of no canoe or other veſſel tO con- him 
vey themſelves off to the rocks, but tie up wer 
quarter of a pound or ſome ſuch quantity of tnei 
thread in their hair, and fix a piece of light gon 
wood acroſs their breaſts to keep their head, 
above water, and ſo ſwim off to them: thi grie 
they do becauſe no veſſel can live amongI(F j 
them. Some of theſe rocks lie half a milq men 
or a mile from the ſhore, . and the Indian ne 
can never reſt on them half an hour togetheſ let 
for the breaking of the ſea, which waſheſſ ve c 
them. off continually ; but then they will li beſt 
and float on the top of the waves, like { com 
many corks, without receiving the leaſt da app 
mage. The method uſed. to dye the threa411., 
is only this: they take the ſhell off the rock, , 
where it ſticks very faſt, and rub it gently ot 
the thread, and then lay it. down again whe! 
they found it with great care; for they ar 
very cautious: of killing the purple fiſh, ! 


tl 


tie weather proves fair, they will dye their 
thread in one tide of as fine a purple as ever 
was ſeen, and which will never fade. The 
Spantards call it helo morado, or the lovely 


colour, and I have ſeen the thread fold among 


them for twelve pieces of eight a pound, viz. 
Etwclve crowns Engliſh money. | 

We had now been aſhore four days waiting 
for fair weather, and on the morning of the 
fifth I awoke, and miſſed three of our In- 
dians ; on which I called out to the Indian 
patron, or pilot, who was afleep, and aſked 
him if he knew any thing of the three that 
were miſſing ? He looked-about, and ſeeing 
tneir bows, arrows, nets, and calabaſhes 

gone, cried ont that they were houday, that 


grievouſly, that as there were but a couple 
of Indians and the ſame number of Engliſh- 


men left, we ſhould not be able to manage 


the canoe; but I told him we had no way 
Jeſt but to uſe our endeavours, and that if 


beſtirred ourſelves heartily, we might poſſibly 
come up with the piragua. This advice was 
approved, and we began directly to work, 
called our little veſſel, and then failed as faſt 
che wind could carry us; bur, -inſtead of 
coming up with the piragua, fell foul of Pulta 
Mala again, and there our project ended, 
vut not without our trying many experiments 
to weather it, which all proved ineitectual ; 

5 ; 10 
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3s, run away. Then he bemoaned himſelf 


we got our things ſpeedily into the canoe, and 
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enquited after them; but he told me, © They 
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ſo that we were forced to get aſhore at x 
place called the Legator, where we found a 


range, but no people. We ſtaid here three 
days, in which time my countryman Barn- 


well and one of the Indians fell ſick; upon 


which we found ourlelves under a neceſſity 


of returning back to Nicoya, in order to get 
more Indians to our aſſiſtance. We made 
ſhift to get back to Alberoy in our canoe, 


where we left it, and were five days after 


traveling from thence to Nicoya, for the 
ſavannas were ſo overflowed by this time, 
that if we were not ſcrambling about, we 
were breaſt high in water, r 


— 


The Nicoyans were greatly ſurprized to 


ſee us enter their town a ſecond time, ima- 


gining we had before this got to Pueblo 
Nuevo, and little expecting ever to ſee us 
again; but our buſineſs being with the al- 
cald mayor only, we went directly to him, 
and in the firſt place gave him an account 


of our misfortunes in the canoe : at this he 
ſeemed much concerned, and being told that 


the three Indians had deſerted us in the 
midſt of our trouble, he fell into a violent 
rage, proteſted, if ever he catched them, 


they ſhould be hanged for their infidelity, 
After this, my chief concern was to hear how 


my four countrymen fared, who I ſuppoſed 
to be under the alcald's care ; therefore when 
he had recovered a little from his paſſion, | 


Were 


p 
| 
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were not with him ; for that as ſoon as they 
were able to travel he had an opportunity 
of ſending them all together in a bark to Pa- 


nama, and that he wiſhed we had been ſo 


fortunate as to have {taid and gone along with 
them, for that he did not know when he 
might meet with ſuch another conveniency 
but that, for we were willing to ſet out again 


in the ſame manner we did before, he wauld 


order more Indians to go along with us.” 


We gladly accepted the offer, and fo reſolved 


to ſtay till we could have things ready we 


our fecond voyage. 


The Indian woman, wife or miſtreſs to 
the alcald major, was alſo much concerned 
when ſhe heard of our late misfortunes. She 
had been a good benefactreſs to me al the 


time of our being here before, and often 


gave me comfortable things for my fick 
companions, with whom it muſt have gone 
much harder than it did, had it not been for 
her. She was, as I ſaid before, the daughter 


of an Indian alcald at Conſtorica, and had a 


ſiſter, an handſome young woman, and a 
good fortune ; and when I was here before, 
{he had frequently urged me to ſettle here, 
and often talked in high commendation of 
this young woman her filter; ; and, in ſhort, 


gave many hints that ſhe ſhould be well 


pleaſed to have me marry her; but I ever 
turned a deaf car to ſuch diſcourſes. She 


| then did me the honour to make me the of- 


N | OS... 


the liberty of choice. 


126 Tux UNFORTUNATE 


fer of being her brother-in-law, in terms tos 


plain to admit of any evaſion; and as the 


_ propoſal was not diſadvantageous to one in 
my circumſtances, and made by one that 


had conferred many favours upon me, |] 
knew not how to behave in the affair, nor 
what reply to make. The only way I could 
think of, and not give offence, was to tel] 
her, that as I could not foreſee ſo great a 
bleſſing to be in ſtore for me, I had been ſo 
unhappy as to put myſelf out of the capacity 
of receiving it, and that, as I had actually 
left a wife and children in England, I, upon 
tiat account, was bound by the Chriſtian 
Church not to enter into other engagements of 
tat nature; which, I hoped, might ſufficiently 
plead my excule to the young lady, ner me- 
rit being far beyond my hopes, had 1 had 
She leemed fatisfied 
with this excuſe, and continued as much my 
friend as cver. 8 

J was not ſo vain as to think that ſhe made 
nie this offer through any particular liking 


to my perſon ; but it is noted the Indian wo- 


men are very fond of marrying white men; 
and it is to be obſerved, that all our men, 


except myſelf, were ſick at the time of the 


propoſal. After a ſtay. of fix days this fe- 


cond time of our being here, the alcald 
major ordered the Indians he had appointed 
to accompany us to get mules ready to carry 
us to Alberoy, it being impoſſible to travel 
Ib =: ON 
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on foot, the ſavannas being {0 e 
that done, we took leave once more of the 
alcald and his lady, and ſet out for Alberoy, 
and arrived in five days; but had the misfor- 
tune (after a ſtorm of thunder and rain) to 
loſe an Indian by the way, in croſſing a run 
of water, which became fo rapid by the fait 
from the mountains that he could neither be 
ſaved, nor the mule he rode on. 

The next day after our coming to Alberoy 
we embarked in our little canoe five Indians, 
and ſuch proviſions as the alcald major had 
furniſhed us with, and in {tx days after got 
about thole dangerous rocks of Point N ala; 

which we had endeavoured to do four times 
before, but could not accompliſh. Then we 

failed, or, when the weather proved calm, 
paddled along ſhore, and were ſometimes 
two or three, and ſometimes four or five 
days, before we could come to a harbour; 
but when we did, we went aſhore, and made 

a fire, and ſet up a whigwam, and the In- 
dians uſed to leave us to take care of the ca- 
noe, while they went to the woods to hunt 
for proviſion, Sometimes they would be 
gone all day, and return in the evening, 
laded with plantains and cocoa-nuts, or 
any thing elſe they could ger, and when we 
were thus provided took our canoe again, 
and failed along ſhore, the Indians often 
killing wild fowl from, the canoe. After 
going. on in this manner tor ſome time, it 
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brought us to a place called the Capaces, 


where we {aw levera] Indians aſhore, but durſt 
not venture ourſelves among them; for our 
Indians very much feared them, finding them 


to be of thoſe people called the Indians a: 


War, on account that the Spaniards could 
never conquer thera, they till retaining 
their ancient trerdora, and continuing at 
mortal enmity with the Spaniards; nor. is 
their animoſity much Icfs to thoſe who live 

in ſubjection to them. We were at this time 
driven to ſo great a trait that it was impoſ- 
ſible to tell the next courſe to take; we 
wanted water exceedingly, and could not 
ſubſiſt without it, but then we durſt not go 
aſhore for fear of thoſe people ; neverthelcts, 
[ propoſed to thoſe Indians at laſt, if they 

would go aſhore, I would go witk them, = 


talk to thoſe Indian bravoes, as the Spa- 


niards call them. This two of them con- 


ſented to do, and accordingly ſwam aſhore 


with me; but we were no ſooner landed 


than the 22 we had ſo much feared came 


and ſhook hands with me, aſking of what 
country I was? And telling them I was an 
Engliſamas, they hugged Be in their arms, 
giving many tokens X fiendibip, and then 
ted me to their whigwam, and fpread tyger- 


| ſkins ſor me to fit on, bringing out roaſted 


plantains and honey, and gave us many de- 


monſtrations of a hearty welcome, repeating 


to me often, that they ved the Engliſhmen, 


bur 


but hated the Spaniards. At firlt J could 


not conceive from whence their ſingularity 


of behaviour to me proceeded, nor how they 
came to make ſo great a diſtinction between 
the Engliſh and Spaniards, ſuppoſing they 


had never been converſant with either; but 


at laſt I heard them mention the name of 
Chipperton, and then my wonder ceaſed ; 
for I recollected that I had heard much of 
one Capt. Chipperton, of a noted Engliſn 

rivateer, who uſed to come amongſt theſe 
5 and by means of a ſtrict correſpon- 
dence with them had been a conſtant plague 
to the Spaniards in thole ſeas. The Spa- 


niards often upbraided us, ſaying, That 
we were ſome of Chipperton's crew; and 


that, inſtrad of being relieved, we ought to 
be puniſhed.” 
While we ſtaid here an accident happened 


to a woman which had nearly coſt her her 


life. She going out upon ſome occaſion into 
the woods, a great tree fell ſuddenly upon 
her, and bruiſed her terribly. Her huſband, 
not being far off, and hearing her ſcream 
out, ran and called his companions, who 


ſtraightway went to her aſfiſtance, got her 
from under the tree, and carried her to their 


range, almoſt dead. Upon examination we 


found her head to be moſt hurt, for the ſkull 


was ſeemingly dented in ſeveral places; I 


therefore immediately cut off her hair, that 
ve might the more caſily inſpect the wounds, 
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and apply the beſt things we could get to- 
Wards healing them. This method, with 
the remedies we applied, had ſo good an ef- 


fect, that ſhe grew much better while we 


ſtaid here, and all the while acknowledged 
herſelf indebted to me for the cure; and as 
ſhe could make me no other recompence for 
the ſervice I had done her, ſhe deſired me to 
accept of her head of hair, which I had cut 
off, it being, in her opinion, no contemptible 
preſent. Indeed I was very well pleaſed with 
the reward; and it being a curioſity of the 
Kind, I was afterwards at a great deal of 
pains to preſerve it among other little things 
in my nets, and have brought it with me to 
England. . 
This hair is very long, and of great 
ſtrength, is of a jet black, and both to the 


ſight and the touch differs much from that of 


other women. The owner uſed to wear it, 


as the generality of the Indian women do, 
looſely flowing on her ſhoulders. One even- 
ing the men, who had been out a-hunting 


that day, brought with them two boars, or 
creatures very like them ur every reſpect, 
except that they had two tuſks much reſem- 


bling a French horn, and each of them two ' 


navels, one in the uſual place of other crea- 


| tures, and the other oppoſite to it on the back. 


The five Indians had been here ſome time 


Jang gold, which the rain waſhed from 
ſome mountains hard by; this gold ſo ac- 


quired 
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quired goes for the moſt part to the king of 


Spain, but the remainder to themſelves, 
which they generally lay out in marſheets, 
being the moſt uſeful things they can pur- 
chaſe, becauſe they are frequently obliged 


to cut their way as they travel through the 


woods. 


The weather having been very ſtormy all 


the time we had been here, but being now 


ſettled to a calm, our Indians began to pre- 
pare for ſetting out in the canoe, being de- 
termined not to ſlip this favourable change 


of weather; but the grievance was, there 


was no poſſibility of moving my countryman 
Barnwell, whom I every moment expected 
to ſee reſign his breath, whoſe loſs I the 
more regretted, inaſmuch as I ſhould there- 
by be deprived of all ſociety and converſation 


with my native companions and fellow-ſuf- 
ferers, the enjoyment of which had hitherto 
been my greateſt conſolation amidſt all our 


ſufferings; but even this conſideration did 
not afflict me like that of being conſtrained 
to leave him before his eyes were cloſed, in 
a place where I knew no help could be got, 
though the Indians, who had entertained us 


here, had promiſed me to take the beft care 
they could of him, whether he ſhould live or 


die. Then, as the time would permit me 
to ſtay no longer, I took a ſorrowful leave, 
with many melancholy reflections concerning 
the hard fate of this uniortunate young man, 
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who had been a deſpairing wanderer in this 
country five years before he met with us, 
and had fince followed us thus far with great 
difficulty and hazard of his life, as he was 
not in a ſtate of health, nor had ſtrength of 
body to undergo the hardſhips he met with, 
and this only with a view of ſecing his friends 
and country once more; but that, after all 
his toil, all his labour and ſufferings, he 
ſhould be cut off from what he had fo ear. 
neſtly and juſtly deſired, ſeemed to me the 
hardeſt of fates. 

Being now embarked in the canoe, the 
Indian patron ſent with us as our pilot on 
theſe coaſts ſaid, the neareſt harbour we 
could come to was Golfo Dolce, thirty leagues 
from this place. In ſix days after we made 
the iſland of Caino, but the wind turning 
againſt us, and our proviſion and water be- 
ing ſpent, we agrecd to row in for the ſhore 
as near as poſſible ; and when we came to an 
anchor, three Indians and myſelf took cach 
of us a marſheet, ſwam aſhore, and then fell 
to cutting down cocoa- -nuts, that grew by 
the ſea- ſide. No ſooner had we got as many 
as we thought we could conveniently ſwim 
off with but the wind began to blow hard, 
and immediately fo great a ſea roſe on the 
beach, that we could not get off the canoe, 
but were obliged to remain there that night, 
it being evening when \ we landed here. 
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As it grew dark, the tygers began to make 


an hideous roaring about us, and the miſ- 
fortune was, we could find no wood to make 
a fire; or could we have had one ever. ſo 
big, the rain, which fell at this time very 


impetuouſly, would ſoon have extinguiſhed. 
it; fo that we had only our marſheets to 


defend us from the voracious maws of theſe 
creatures, who ſoon got ſcent of us, and 
were coming to us in a full body, We did 


not ſtay for them, but immediately took to 


our heels ; but as we were prevented by the 
ſtorm from having recourſe to the fea, we 
very nimbly mounted the firſt high tree we 
came at. They made a halt for a ſhort 


{pace, till at laſt the moſt forward of them 
had the boldneſs to advance ſo near that 


one of the Indians ſtooping forwards cut off 
his fore paws with his marſheet, upon which 
he dropt from the tree, roaring moſt dread- 
fully. Hereupon they one and all fell to 
tearing him limb from limb, and diſpoſed 
of his carcaſe in ſuch a manner that there 
was not the leaſt bit of him to be ſeen by 
morning. We did not expect that this 
would put a ſtop to farther attempts on us, 
and therefore ſat prepared, as well as we 
could, againſt a ſecond attack; but the up- 
roar continuing all night among themſelves, 
they took no more notice of us; nevertheleſs, 
often did we wiſh to fee the riſing of the fun, 


which we knew would diſperſe both them and 


our 


75% Fur UNFORTUNATE 


our fears. I underſtood from the Indians, 
that it 1s the nature of theſe tygers, whenever 
they find any of their own ſpecies wounded 


or diſabled in an engagement (which is often 


the cale) to ſerve them in this manner. 

The next day, the weather proving fair, 
towards evening we got to our canoe, the 
poor Indians we left in her being greatly re- 
Joiced to ſee us again, having given us over 
for loſk, We rowed hard all that night, and 


the next day made the point of Barica, about 


which is Golfo Dolce; but, the wind blow- 
ing very hard at ſouth-weſt, we could not 
poſſibly weather it; upon which the Indians 
endeavoured to get a place on this ſide the 
point where we might ſhelter our canoe ; 
but before we reached it the wind increaſed, 


and drove us among rocks and prodigious | 


breakers, ſo that in leſs than an hour's time 
our canoe was ſtove all to pieces, by which 
all of us were caſt into the ſea ; but at length 
we. made ſhift to get ſafe on ſhore, and to 
preſerve all our little neceſſarics. This being 


the caſe, we had nothing to truſt to but our. 


feet, and the ſervice they. could be of to us 
at this time (I mean as to being able to ſup- 
port us to our journey's end) I could not 
conceive. The Indians proteſted they were 
ſo unacquainted with this part of the country 


that they knew no way of travelling but along 


the ſea-ſide, and ſaid that we had many 
leagues to go "p the © Sulpn before we ſhould 
. | be 
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be able to croſs it; and ſo indeed I found we 


had, for we walked, I believe, fifty leagues 
afterwards by the ſide of it without ſeeing the 
leaſt poſſibility of croſſing, nor did we meet 
with any human creature by the way. In- 


deed we did not want ſubſiſtence, becauſe 


the Indians can always help themſelves that 
way ; for with their bows and arrows they 
never fail to kill any beaft, fowl, or fiſh 
they come near. We ſtill went on till we 
came to a fine freſh river, which vents itſelf 
into the gulph, oppoſite two iſlands that lie 
partly in the middle of it, the gulph being 


twenty leagues over, I propoſed that we 


ſhould ſtay here near the river, and make a 
balſe, as the Indians call it, to tranſport our- 

ſelves off to one of the lands, from whence 
we might with more eaſe attain the main 


land on the other fide the gulph. This they 


agreed to do; but in the firſt place we fell 
to making a whigwam, to ſhelter ourſelves 


kn while we were at work; and having finiſh- 


ed that we began our balſe, which was made 
after this manner: having ſought out five 
ſmall trees, about twenty feet long, we laid 
them together ſide by fide, and with two 
others of a ſmaller fize, which we laid acrols 


the end of them, laſhed them together very _ 


ſtrong; after this we took a couple more, 
which we laid along the ſides of our balſe, 


faſtening each of them to each end of thoſe 
two that went acroſs ; the laſt ſaved us from 


being 


— FO ne 
2 * * ae 
£ 2 «+ Md 221 3 
gon © & x "3 h p 
3 1 5 n 2 „ 'S 
2 2 925 . "IE, 313 —— — we = —— a — = 
5 Y a 4 1 2 * — . * N F a 
a 1 * 0 0 5 —2 I * 2 1 = — 9 5 et £3 — 
n 375522 Ms <> Z 
- EG p = — 2 2 
3 ij) hs a RE”: DD 


155 Tux UNFORTUNATE | 


being waſhed off, and alſo ſerved us to row 
on: the whole being laſhed and bound toge- 
ther with ropes, which Nature afforded us 
in great plenty, being only long ſtrings that 
grew on the branches of high trees, and 
hung to the ground, being very pliable, and 
ſome of them twiſted together make a rope 
ſtronger than any hempen one of the ſize. 
Juſt when we had finiſhed our balſe, and 
were thinking to launch off, the weather 
began to be very bad, and detained us here 
ſcveral days after our work was ended ; in 
which time we met ten Indians, who had 
been alſo making a balſe, and were going a 
tundred and fifty leagues farther up the 
gulph to Barica, being inhabitants there. 


They proffered to take us along with them, | 


but our Indians refuſed the offer, becaute 
their balſe was unweildy, and would go but 
a few miles in a day. At laſt, the weather 
clearing up, having got plenty of fiſh, and 
ſuch other proviſions as the Indians had got, 
and the moon being in the full at that time, 
we took the opportunity, and ſtraightway 
laſhed ourſelves and all we had down to 
the balſe, and ſo rowed off, every man having 
made his own oar. The weather continuing 
pretty fair, in three days we made one of 
the iflands, where we ſtaid one day to reſt 
us, and in two days after arrived on the other 
ſhore, greatly rejoiced at our ſafe landing ; 
for, had we not uled the precaution to laſh 
ourſelves 
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ourſelves to the balſe, we had undoubtedly 
been waſhed off. 

The firſt thing we did upon our coming 
aſhore was to make a whigwam : that done, 
the five Indians took up their marſheets to go 
a-hunting as uſual, and deſired me to have 
a good fire ready againſt t they returned, As 
ſoon as they were gone I fell to work, and 


made my fire accordingly, and laid me down 


by it very contents diy, till, finding they ſtaid 
longer than ordinary, I began to be a little 
uncaſy, though I could hardly tell the reaſon ; 
but, to pals away the time, and drive me- 
lancholy thoughts out of my mind, which 
ſeemed to be crowding upon me, I got up, 


and imploycd :ny time in gathering wood to 


Jaſt us all night. Thus I went on, with a 
heavy heart, till the ſun went don, and 
darkneſs came on apace, and no Indians ap- 
peared : this threw me into a dreadſul conflict, 
as might have been the caſe with any other 
man, who, like me, had ſuſpected himſelf 
to be abandoned and forſaken in the moſt 
deſolate part of this wild country; where, 
as I had been well informed, were no inha- 
bitants for ſome hundreds of miles round me. 


At first 1 knew not what to think would 


become of me, nor indeed whether I though: 


at all; but when I reflected on the conſtant 
good- nature of theſe people in general, I 


could not think them capable of ſo great a 
cruelty as voluntarily to leave me thus deſti- 
5 tute 
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tute and alone, ſurrounded with terrors, and 


expoſed to variety of ſufferings ; ſo that I 
began to fear they had been ſurpriſed and de- 
voured by ſome wild beaſts, which immedi- 
ately uſhered in a hope, that perhaps they 
were only detained by them, as we had 
been before in the tree, and chat, it-10;-1 
ſhould certainly ſee them again in the morn- 
ing. Thus between hope and fear I ſpent 
that night; but as ſoon as the ſun aroſe, 
not having patience to wait longer, I got up, 
and followed the tracks of their feet for 
above a mile, till I- came to a great river, 
where I loſt them. Then concluding they 
had croſſed this river, I reſolved to do lo too 
in farther ſearch after them ; but hearing a 
great noiſe of tygers on the other ſide, and 
knowing they would take into freſh water, 
i ran full ſpeed back again to my fire by the 
tea-fide, where 1 fat waiting two whole days 
and nights, earneſtly offering up my vows 
for their ſafe return; but, alas! never more 
did I ſet eyes on them. 

Thus, after à long ſeries of misfortunes 
and miſeries in company, did I find myſelf 
at laſt ſingled out from my unfortunate com- 
panions to be the moſt forlorn and hopeleſs 


of them all, being, as. it ſeemed, pointec 


out by Providence to be caſt from the face of 
all mankind on a track of land where I ſaw 


not the leaſt proſpect of getting any thing to 


85 life. Amidſt all my former fears, 
tolls, 
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-oils, and ſufferings, when they happened in 


common with my fellow-travellers, who 
were ready at hand to adviſe with and aſſiſt 
each other, I may truly ſay that my ſpirits ne- 


ver once failed me; but how did I bitterly 


lament my now moſt calamitous fituation ! 
At laſt, by God's grace, I ſo far prevailed 
with myſelf as to collect ſome ſmall ſhare of 

reſolution, that I might not periſh through 
any fault of my own, wholly relying on the 


concurrence of heaven to aſſiſt me in what it 


might be my fate to go through. 


_ Having thus fortified myſelf as well as I 
could, when all hopes of ever ſeeing my 


poor Indians were quite extinguiſhed, I re- 
iolved to travel along the ſea-ſnore while 


life remained, or till God Almighty ſhould. 
_ otherwiſe diſpoſe of me; but at my depar- 
ture from this fatal place, beholding this 


whigwam, and reflecting on thoſe that helped 
to raiſe it for our common conveniency, I 
could not refrain from burſting forth into 
freſh lamentations, and partly in the words 


of ſcripture cried out, that ſurely ſome evil. 


beaſt had devoured them, and that thofe my 


guides and faithful companions were doubt- 
leſs rent in pieces, 


» 
= a 


After taking this ſorrowſul leave of the 


place of my abode, I threw my nets acroſs 
my naked ſhoulders, and departed. All the 
proviſion J had was ſome plantains remain- 


ing of thoſe we got on the iſland, where we 
1 00:0 bee 
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reſted in croſſing Golfo Dolce. I took care 
to Keep as cloſe to the fea as poſſible, be- 
heving no wild beaſt would venture to at- 
tack me near it; and this I have reaſon to 
believe; for one day, having ftrayed a little 
trom the ſea-fide, I obſerved a tyger (who, 1 
{uppoſe, had dogged me for ſome time) ſculk- | 
ing firſt behind one tree, and then another, 
and, as it were, ready to take a ſpring, and 
ſeize me, as a cat does her prey; but, on 
diſcovering his deſign, I immediately ran 
and threw myſelf into the fea, and at the 
ſame time ubſerved him to be as expeditious | 
in retiring, into the woods: by this I plainly © |} 
found that he was really afraid to come near 
the ſea; fo that my fears of thoſe creatures 
were thereby much leſſened, having the ſea 
to defend me by day, and fire by night. 

I eat ſo very ſparingly of my plantains, 
leſt I ſhould never come at more food, that 
I ſoon grew 1o weak as ſcarcely to be able 
to ſtand on my legs ; nevertheleſs, in a ſhort 


3 A 


time they were all conſumed, and I durſt 


do ſtarve, while I was able to ſupport myſelf 


not go from the ſea to ſeek for other proviſion. 
I now began to fall into as great a deſpond- 
ency as ever, and I believe every one will 
think it was not without cauſe in this parti- 
cular ; however, I ſtill kept moving on, for 
I could not bear the thoughts of fitting down 


on my feet, though 1 ſaw no poſſibility of 
preſerving my life. Thus I went drooping 
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along till it pleaſed God to bring me to a 
place on the beach, where grew abundance | 
of cocoa- nuts; I preſently plucked ſome of 
them, and allayed my hunger ; but as I had 
little reaſon to expect I could travel many 
leagues, and be ſtill thus ſupplied, ſol con- 
trived to pack up as many of them as I could 
carry, and take along with me. Here the | 
ſun darted on me with ſo ſcorching a heat F 
that I was forced to be continualiy running 1 
into the ſea to cool me, and every evening 
before it ſet I was employed in making my 
fire, here being plenty of wood along the 
coaſt, that had come down the rivers, and 
was thrown back again by the ſea on the 
ſhore, where it lay and dried. 

This wood blazed like a heap of ockbs, 
and though it rained hard every night, yet 
my fire never went out but twice all the time 
of my being alone. This part of the coaſt 
was clear of racks, and the beach a fine black. 
fand that ſparkled like diamonds, having 
great variety of fine ſhells fcattered over it, 

As I was walking along one day, in a ve- 
ry contemplative manner, I happened to ſee 
a range betore me, which much revived my 
drooping ſpirits, as I hoped Ipeedily to meet 
{ome Indians; but upon my coming up to it 


1 found myſelf miſtaken,. for not a creature | 1 
was there. I ſaw many prints of men's feet ll 
about the range, and in it found a ftring of ü 


tygers' teeth, which I ſuppoſe the Indians 
O3 x, Wag | 
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who had lived here had forgot to take along 
with them when they left the place; for here 
were all the ſigns of it's being forſalcen: theſe 
teeth I have brought home with my other 
little things. Here I ſtaid, and made a fire 
to burn off the hard coats of my cocoa-nuts, 


and found that to be the quickeſt way ; for 


I had been employed many hours before in 
daſhing them againſt ſharp ſtones to get their 
coats off; and beſides, I found that after I 
uſed this method the nut was much whole- 
ſomer for the body than before, I flattered 
myſelf with hopes, that perhaps the Indians 


might return again to their range ; therefore 


I!, took up my night's lodging in it with that 


View. 

In the morning I took notice of x heap of 
ſand, which had ſcrved me for a piliow while 
1 flept. This I raked up, and found under- 
neath it twelve ripe plantains ; but what dif- 
ferent tranſports ſeized me at this unexpected 


fight! Inexpreſſible joy, that Providence had 
made this reſerve for the preſervation of my 


life, which ſeemed at this time to be on the 
point of forſaking me for want of proper nou- 


riſhment; and on the other hand, extreme 
port and remorſe, for that, after J had ſo 
ong and greatly experienced the mercies of 


| God to me, I ſhould ſtill perſiſt in my de- 
ſpondency, and, forgetting all paſt benefits, 


be ever in doubt of his future protection. 


| After 1 had refreſhed myſelf with one of 
| 5; theſe 
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theſe ripe plantains, which is of much higher 


nouriſhment than a green one, I made a 


ſtrict ſearch after more, remembering that 


the Indians frequently bury them in the ſand 


to ripen ; but though I found no more, I 
hope I was not unthankful for thoſe I al- 
ready had. While I ſtaid here, the moon 


being in the full, I ſaw abundance of large 


turtles come aſhore one night to lay. These 
creatures uſe the greateſt artifice imaginable 
to conceal their eggs ; they come to the top 
of the beach at low water, and dig a hole 
about four feet deep, and there lay 100 and 
150 eggs at one time, after which they will 
cover them up ſo nicely that the place where 
they lie ſhall be as ſmooth as any other part 
of the ground round about; ſo that no one, 


except he ſaw them in the action, could 


have the leaſt token whereby to find the 
eggs. When they have done thus they will 
go a little way off, and make up a hill or 
two of ſand, where they lay no eggs, and 
buy that means deccive the ſcarcher; but, 
when I was let into their ſecrets, 1 often 
proved too cunning for them, and would 
make bold with their hidden treaſures. 
Theſe eggs I could roaſt quickly in the 


fand, which, by the conſtant heat of the ſun 


upon it, glowed like a furnace. Having 
waited here four days and finding nobody 


came, I thought it in vain to ſtay longer in 


agen of company, and ſo ſet out once 
more, 
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more, while I thought my plantains might 


be of ſervice to me, and left the cocoa-nuts 
J found on the beach ſhould fail. 

After my departure from hence I went 
on day by day with little hope of ever ſee- 
ing the face of mankind more; a dreadful 
apprehenſion ! which, with many others I 
bore conſtantly in my mind, drove me al- 
moſt beſide myſelf ; nor was all the courage 
and reſolution 1 fomerimes began to think I 


had acquired of any fignificance to allay my 
fears, more than the thorough reſignation 1 
ſometimes preſumed to think I had made to 


the will of God of any force to expel my 
doubts of his mercies yet to come. Thus 
have I been convinced by woeful experience 


of the little knowledge we have of ourſelves. 


It was almoſt ſun- fet one day when I came 
to the ſide of a river, where was plenty cf 


wood, with which I made up two preat fires, 


and placed myſelf between them; for I had 


been dogged by two tygers all the day long, 


but I had kept cloſe to the fea, and when- 
ever I perceived them making to me I 
plunged myſelf into it, and by that means 
avoided them. The next morning I ſaw 
great numbers of alligators lie ſleeping on 


the ſands, as I had done many times before 


in travelling round great ſandy bays, I 
had often heard ſay, that theſe creatures will 


feize a man on land, but I never found that 
they endeavoured to make any attempt upon 
. bet con 5 
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me ; on the contrary, as ſoon as they heard 


the patting of my feet on the ſand, they 
would make off with great precipitation into 
the water, This river, which I was about 
to croſs, was very full of them ; but, I thank 


God, none ever hurt me. In ſwimming over 


this river I miraculouſly eſcaped drowning 

for the current ran with ſuch force as 0 
me out a great way to ſca among rocks and 
breakers, where I lay beating and daſhing 


about a conſiderable time; and in that con- 


dition could not poſſibly preſerve my nets 
and bull-hide caſe, that held my fire works, 
my knife, and what other ſmall implements 


[ had, beſides my proviſton. All theſe 
therefore I loſt; but it was my good fortune 


to get ſafe abort on the other ſide the river ; 


where, being again on my feet, I reflected 
on the loſs I had juſt ſuſtained, ſuppoſing all 
that I had to depend on in this world was 


gone, and fell into the utmoſt ſorrow and 
deſpair, I bethought myſelf now, that I 
could have no more fires, either for my con- 


veniency or defence, In ſhort, the appre- 


henſion of the diſmal calamities, which 
muſt unavoidably fall on me through this 


trretrivable lofs, fixed me to the earth mo- 
tionleſs as a ſtone ; ſo that I judged it utterly 
unneceſſary to turmoil my weakened body 


any more, and therefore took a reſolution 


to fit oy here, and receive my fate, whe- 


ther 
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ther it were that I ſhould be torn in pieces 
by wild beaſts, or periſh with hunger. 
Thus I fat expecting a ſpeedy diſſolution 
of my miſerable life ; when about noon, to 
my. great aſtoniſhment, my nets, with all 
they contained, were brought ſafe aſhore to 
me by the waves. How much caule had ! 
then to praiſe the giver of all things! and 


how was I afterwards-tranſported to find that 


none of my neceſſaries were wanting or da- 
maged, my caſe having kept them all dry 
for, by way of caution, I made it of a hide 
when J was at Nicoya, before I ſet out on 
the unfortunate expedition in the canoes, of 
which I many times bitterly repented, and 
attributed all my preſent misfortunes to my 
too great impatience of getting to my own 


country: whereas, had I contented myſelt 


to have ſtaid with my ſick corapamions, and 
have ſhared their fortune, I might have em- 
barked with them for Panama, and have 
prevented myſelf an infinite deal of ſuffer- 
ing; but the only thing I can plead in ex- 
cuſe for my hurrying away was, that I be- 
lieved they would not allow us all to go in 
one veſſel, and that it would be very uncer- 
tain when thoſe that ſhould be left behind 
might have an portunity to follow. thoſe 
that ſhould go bes + but enough of this. 


I ſhall now return to the thread of my 
narrative. Since Providence had thus re- 
ſtored me my utenſils and proviſion, 2 Was 

| ot 
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not backward to employ them to the proper 
uſes for which they were ordered me. I 
preſently made up a good fire, and ſat down 
by it to regale myſelf with my plantains and 
cocoa-nuts, but with much more chearful- 
neſs and thankſgiving than 1 had done before 
1 was made thoroughly ſenſible of the want 
of them. Here I took care to make freſh 
tinder of wild cotton, which grew plenteouſly 
in theſe parts. Having refreſhed myſelf two 
or three hours, I began to think it high time 
to depart, and accordingly took up my nets 
and ſet forward: but here was terrible tra- 
relling for the ground was very rocky, and 
ſo full of ſharp ſtones J could not ſet one 
foot before the other without being cut. _ 
I now began to draw near ſome very high 
cliffs, and a ys of rocks that ran out a long 
way into the fea, which was continually 
beating over it; and about ſun- ſet I came 
ap cloſe to it; but when I ſaw the fea break 
ing over it, as we ſay, mountains high, I 
found it would be impoſlible for me ever to 
get round it, unleſs it was in a tart calm: 
however, by the time it was dark I made 
ſhift to ſcramble up to the top of a very ſteep 
rock, where grew a tree. This ſeemed a 
very convenient ſituation for me to take u 
my abode in; for from hence I could ſee 
when an opportunity offered to get round the 
roint, and be all the while ſhckered in the 
tree: wherefore I mounted it directly, 1155 
at 
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fat there all night. At ſun-riſe the next 
morning the weather proved ſomewhat mo- 
derate, which encouraged me to go down, 
and make an attempt to get round the point, 
but could not accompliſh it by any means; 

for by this trial I had like to have been 
daſhed to pieces againſt the rocks, ſo that! 
vas very glad to deſift, and return back to 
my tree. 

Before I came to this place I had been 
thirty-three days alone; and having waited 
three days and nights in the tree, in the bar 
of which I have cut my name, and all my 
plantains and cocoa- nuts gone, and no poll'- 
bility appearing of my ever being able tc 
get paſt this dreadful point, I concluded for 
certain that this was the place Providence 
had directed me to, to end my days, though 
now and then ſome faint glimmerings of 
hope would, as it were, dawn upon 
linking ſpirits. 3 

This tree, my habitation, was about on 
kindred feet diſtant from the ſea, and I hav 
been ſometimes four hours and more gettin: 
up and down the rock whereon it grew, a: 
have taken notice by the fun. As I fate i 
it one evening I ſaw a creature come aſhor 
on a ſandy bay out of the ſea, about a mul 
quet-ſhot from me, the upper part of whic! 
was ſomewhat like a horſe, the head, nec! 

and part of the body, being, as well as 
could diſcern, ſhaped like the ſame parts 
3 | : * tha 
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mat noble creature, bur the hind- part was 
in the nature of afiſh. It had flat feet, with 

which it waddled along the ſhote, and the 

next morning I ſaw it take to the tea again. 
This creature ſeemed to me as big as any 
four horſes put together, 

Though my ſituation was none of the low 
eſt, yet above me were very high mountains, 
the tops ol w nichappeay ed towering one behind 
another up to the clouds; and from thence 
defcending to me the voices of all manner of 


wild be: ts, the water at the ſame time pour 
ing down from them with great violence, 


which, together with the raging of the ſea 
a gainſt the c iffs, afforded but a melan« holy 


ſcene to a lonely diſconſolate man, already 


on the point of heing ſtarved to death. No 


4 had obſerved a narrow cavity or chink 
In the rocks through which I could be- 


hold the fea flowing on the other ſide. Now 


J conſidered, that if I could compaſs to get 
through this paſſage, it would fave me the 
labour and hazard of going round the point, 
ik even an opportunity ſhould offer for th at 
purpole ; therefore, I began the attempt 


immediately, and puſhed on a good way, 
but at laſt the paſſage grew very narrow, 
and 1 found great difficulty i in preſſing 5 


ward; ncvert theleſs; IT made ſo vigorous an 


effort to ſucceed in my y unde rtaking, that J 


at laſt got my head ſtuck ſo taſt between the 


rocks, that 1 never expected to get clear 
3 again, 
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again, and in this condition I lay ſtruggling 
and labouring a long time before I uy 
dilengage myſelf. By this one trial I 
ceived it quite impracticable to de my 
paſſage that way; therefore, when I was 
looſe, I gave over the attempt, and returned 
to my ſtation in the tree. 

In this tree, though overwhelmed with 
forrow, have I ſometimes - ſlept as ſoundly 
as ever I did in my life, and dreamed of con- 
verſing among my former friends and ac- 

uaintance ; but when I have awaked, and 
feen no poſſibility of ever doing ſo in reality, 
nor even ſo much as exchanging one word 
with any of my fellow-creatures again, I 
Have cried out aloud, that ſurely no ſtate of 
life was ever comparable to this of mine; 
and yet, wretched as it ſeemed, my deſires 
of prolonging it were {9 powerful, that I had 
determined to return and linger out the re- 
ynainger of my days among the cocoa nuts I 
mentioned before; but when I conſidered 
this could not be done without once more 
croſſing the river, which had like to have 

roved 1o fatal to me, this thought vaniſhed. 
At the end of four days the weather proved 
calm and terene, and the fea began to 
appear as ſmooth as glaſs. This 4 beheld 
with tranſport from the rock, and made no 
doubt but this was the time offered for my 
deliverance, and therefore taking a halty 
leave of my. tree, which had ſheltered me 

be {kay Bre 
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five nights, I went as near the point as poſſi- 
ble, and waited till the ſea was out; then, 
humbly begging of Providence to be my 
guide and aſſiſtant, I faſtened my nets to my 
back, leſt they ſhould be waſhed away as 
before, and committed myſelf to the ſea, and 
ſwam from rock to rock. till I was almoſt 
ſpent, and often near drowning by means of 
my nets. I was four hours by the fun in 
getting round this diſmal point, after which 
I came on a deep ſandy bay; on the other 
fide, about ten leagues off, was another 
great point, which ran as far into the ſea as 
that I had lately paſſed. From this bay 1 
came on a fine ſtrand, but could find no co- 
coa-nuts, nor any thing to ſatisfy hunger. 
At this time 1 was not only extremely 
weak through want of food, but alſo very 
much bruiſed and cut, by being beat and 
daſhed againf the ſharp edges of the rocks ; 
but as God Almighty had thus craciouſly 
pleaſed to preſerve my life, 1 had ſtrong 
confidence he would not ſuffer me to die af. 
ter all, for want of nouriſhment. Then I 
called to mind in what manner I had ſeen the 
turtles lay their eggs; but as I knew there 
was no finding them out by any marks on 
the ſand, I got a long itick and ſtruck into 
it, in ſcveral places, till at laſt it came up 
with part of a yolk ſticking at the end of it; 
by this I concluded there +253 a neſt, and fo 
King away the ſand, I frank ninety eggs. 
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Theſe I put up in my nets, and then ſecked 


for water, without which my eggs were of 
no ſervice to me. About noon i came to a 
great river, where, after I had: allayed my 
| thirit, I ſought for wood to make a fire; 
but eſpying a whigwam on the other fide 
the river, inſtead "of minding my fire I 
catched up my nets, and ſwam acroſs to it, 
and then had the mortification to find nobo- 
dy near it. Looking about without-(ide the 
whigwam I {aw an arrow ficking in the ſand 
at one end of it, and within found a net 
hanging with two ripe plantains, which I 
made bold to eat. Theſe apparent ſigns 
that ſome Indians had lately been here, to- 
ether with the whigwam's being new, 1n- 
Pired me with hope that the longing deſire I 
had had of coming among men once more 
would ſhortly be gratified. Then I looked 
about for the tracks of their feet, which I 
followed till they led me to the fide of a 
wood, where 1 bend another whigwam, 
and a fir e, with an earthen crock full of plan- 
tains and wild hog boiling on it. Without 
ſo much as conſidering what I was about, I 
preſently took the victuals off the fire, and 
eat ſo eagerly I thought I ſhould never be 


ſatisfied. Never had I met ſuch delicious 


fare as this ſeerned then, not having taſted 
any thing for above forty days but cocoa 
nuts and plantains; nor durſt J for ſeveral 


reaſons venture to eat my fill of them, the 
firſt 
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firſt ill agreeing with my conſtitution, and 
the latter J was obliged to be ſparing of, as 
I knew not when I ſhould get more. 

When I had eaten thus plentifully of this 
welcome diet, I inſtantly fell into a ſound 
fleep, without any fears of what I had done, 


and did not wake till near fun-fet, but ſtill 


none came. Then I began to conſider that 
I was got to a remote and uninhabited part 
of the country, and that the Indians, whor 
had wandered hither, might be people of very 
different diſpoſitions from any I had met; 
and if they were not of the canibals that I 
had heard much talk of, yet probably they 
were ſuch as had little notions of humanity, 
or, at leaſt, might not once have heard there 
were ſuch men in being as the Europeans; 
and that, perhaps, they might have ſeen me 
before I crofſed the Hiver, and 1magining I 
had company, and was come to ſurpriſe them, 
had therefore fled in haſte, and left their 
proviſions behind them; and that, if ſo, it 


would be impoſſible for me ever to ſet eyes 


on them. Full of theſe, and many other 
reflections, I went into the whigwam to ſee 
what diſcoveries I could make among the 
bundles of leaves I had feen there, and found 
barbacucd hog, ripe plantains, pepper, and 


ſeveral forts of berries, all very carefully 


wrapped up to keep them from water and 
Vermin, 
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Soon after I had gratified my curioſity 

this way, a dog came leaping and jumping 
upon me with tokens of great joy ; this put 
me in great hope that I ſhould ſhortly ſee his 
maſter, or thote he belonged to; wherefore 
I looked about me on all ſides, and at laſt 


faw three Indians coming down by the river 


fide. How did my heart leap for joy at the 
fight of human kind once more, though I 
knew not what might be the conſequence of 
this interview. As ſoon as they ſaw me 
they made a full ſtop, as if in ſurpriſe, and. 
thea ſeemed to enter into debate, whether 
they ſhould come forward or turn back. 


again. At laſt I took courage, and beckoned 


to them; upon which one of them, who. 
was an old man, came up, and ſhook me 
by the hand. 1 aſked him of what Indians 
they were, and if he could ſpeak Spaniſh ? 

He ſaid they were Indians of Barica, and 
that he could ſpeak a little Spaniſh. He 
then called to. the other two, who were 
young men, bidding them come to him, 
which they.did. After this he fpread a kin 
on the ground, deſiring me in a civil and 
triendly manner to fit down. I thought my 
{elf happy indeed, and had. the courage to 
confeſs how free 1 had been with their vic- 


tuyals, in their abſence.. He anſwered, he 


was vcry glad I had done fo ; for he judged 
by my aſpect I had great need of it. Then 
he ordered the young men to make ſupper 

ready 
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ready, which being done, he urged me ta 
eat heartily again, and to drink freely of 
their liquor called Cheely, made of Gerd 
ſorts of berries, and i IS {0 ſtrong 1t will in- 
toxicate a man. N 

After ſupper he began to enquire how 1 
came into this part of the country, and of 
what nation I was? for he was certain I was 
no Spamard ; upon which I frankly owned, 
J was an Engliſhman. He ſaid, he had 
heard much of ſuch men, and had ſeen ſome 
of them when a little boy, and he loved 
them better than the Spaniards ; for they, 
ſaid he, ſhaking his head, would kill me. 
This man, as I ſaid, was old and hoary 
headed, and, through long experience, well 
acquainted with all parts of the country. 

I now began to relate to him my ſtory 
and when I came to that part of it where the 
five Indians left me, and never returned, 
he aſked if they took their bows and arrows 
with them? I told him, No; tor they were 


waſhed off the balſe when we croſſed Golfo 


Dolce. Then he ſaid they mult undoubt- 
edly have been ignorant of thoſe parts; 
otherwiſe they would not have ventured u 


into the country -with their marſheets only, 


adding, they were certainly devoured., Then 


went on to tell him how I had lately paſſed _ 


the point, by ſwimming from rock to rock, 
at which he ſeemed amazed, ſaying, it was 


more than any Indian had ever done; fon 


they, 
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they, he aid, always made a balſe to get 
round it, when there were a good many in 


company, one man not being able to manage 


that alone. This point he called Point Ba- 
rica, and ſaid that I muſt have travelled a 
great way along the fea-coaſt, had I not met 


them, before I could have come to any in- 


habitants, the neareſt being thoſe of Chiri- 
qui, to which place an Indian could not tra- 
vel in leſs than twenty days, provided he 
kept to the ſea; but they knew a way to get 
thither in nine days, becauſe they would cut 


off a great part by croſſing certain moun- 


tains, which they could do in three days, 
and fo come to the fea again; and as they 
were to go that way in a few days, he would 
take me with them, and ſhew me to the river 
of Chiriqui, where I ſhould be within five 


| leagues of the town; but there they muſt 


leave me, becauſe their people were engaged 


min a war againſt thoſe of Chiriqui. 
The better to enable me to travel with 


them, the old man made me bathe the 
wounds I had received in fencing with the 
rocks with a juice he ſqueezed from certain 
herbs ; and after they had nurſed me up for 


two or three days, by the help of God I grew 


much better, The two young men were in- 


. clined to come into a great intimacy with me, 
and wanted to know it I could ſhoot with bow 
and arrow; but I made them underſtand, as 

well as could, that in my country they 


made 
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mace ule of guns only, and therefore I was 
entirely unſkilled in the management of bows 
and arrows : but, to ſhew me how dextrous 
they were at them, they would often ſhoot a 
{mall bird flying, or pecking on the ground, 

at a great diſtance, I have ſeen them ſtand 
perhaps a hundred yards from a bird on the 
ground, and mount their arrow directly u 

into the air, ſo as to fall down exactly on the 
bird, and ſtick it to the earth: and as a far- 
ther inſtance of their ingenuity this way, I 
have feen them {tick an arrow in the. ground, 
and ſtand a very great way from it, and ſhoot 
up into the air as before, and the arrow they 
ſhot ſhould fall upon the other that was ſtick- 
ing upright in the ground, and ſplit it in 


two. Theſe Indians were come hither to 


dive for pearl, 


After I had reſted here four days the In- 


dians began to prepare for our intended jour- 


ney, putting up the proviſions they were 


minded to carry with them, and then fet out. 
After we had gone about a league on the 
ſtrand they took into the mountains, in tra- 
velling of which I feared their patient would 


have been left behind, they having the na- 
tural advantages of exceeding fwiſtneſs, and 
great abilities to labour, beyond the common 


rate of men; and I was at that time much 
enfeebled, nay, even reduced almoſt to a 
ſtate of infant weakneſs ; fo that had they not 
lupporied and helped me forwards (contrary 
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to my expectation as the caſe ſtood) I muſt 
inevitably have periſhed : and often would 
they ſay, happy was it for me that 1 had met 
them; for here were no cocoa-nuts, or any 
other ſuſtenance to be found, except by In- 
dians only. Indeed I was fo cautious of 
being burthenſome to them, and proving a 
dead load upon their hands, that I often ex- 
erted myſelf beyond my ſtrength. 

In five days we paſſed the mountains, and 
then came to a river, where was the greateſt 
fall of water I ever ſaw; it fell from a preci- 
pice feemingly fix hundred feet high, and 
raged with ſuch violence that we heard the 
noiſe of it two days before we came to it. 
We were obliged to go down this river, in 
order to get to the fea again, and we were 
forced to wade through 1t, becauſe it was 
rendered impaſſable for any veſſel by great 
trees lying acroſs it, ſome of which we crept 
under, and ſome we climbed over ; but the 
current ran fo ſtrong that not a man of us 
could ſtand upon his legs long together. We 
began this journey through the river pretty 
early in the morning, and about ſun-ſer got 
to the ſea-fide, where we made a fire, and 


ſtaid all night. Here the Indians dreſſed a 


fine fiſh as big as a large ſalmon, which they 


wrapped up in leaves, and roaſted very 


nicely, and the next morning we ſet forward 


again every man with his net. The Indians 
always hang their nets on thei. heads, and 


carry 


SY O_o 
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carry their bows in one hand, and arrows in 
the other, to be ready to defend themſelves 
againſt any thing that may oppoſe them. 
Their bows are commonly about ſeven feet 
long, and made of a wood as black as jet, 
and as hard as iron, the ſtrings being made 
of ſtrong ſilk graſs. Their arrows are about 
ſix feet long, and made of the ſame wood as 


the bows ; Tome have porcupine-quills ftick- 


ing in the ends, and others are poiſoned, 
and bring immediate death to every creature 
they hit. 

We had now, as I thought, very good 
travelling, on a fine black ſparkling ſand as 
ſmooth as glaſs, but very bad tor the eyes; 
for it caſt ſuch a reflection as almoſt blinded 
me, though we never travelled in the heat 


of the day, but only mornings and evenings, 
and by moon-light. We often met with 


points or rocks, which we could not paſs 


till the fea had leit them, and ſometimes 


with rivers abounding with alligators, it be- 
ing impoſſible for us to croſs before we had 


made little balſes for that purpoſe. Thus 
we went on till we came to a river about a 


mile broad, which the Indians called the Ri- 
ver of Queype. Now they told me (to ſpeak 


in their own ſimple manner) that there were 


people, whom they called the Queype Indi- - 
ans, inhabiting up the river about twenty 
days journey from us, who, if they could 


catch me, would eat me up, therefore we 
muſt 
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which they bade me farewel, and I returned 


muſt take great care to avoid them. This 
river is very ſhallow, and my fellow-travel- 
lers told me they always forded it, which was 
what we endeavoured to do at this time, 
but the water ran ſo rapidly now, that we 
had-not waded up to our middles before 
we were every one taken off our legs, and 
carried down a quarter of a mile before we 


could get back again to the ſhore; after 


which we were forced to wait three days 
more for an opportunity to croſs it. 

As far as we could diſcern up the country 
nothing was to be ſeen but mountains, and 
here was no way to travel but along the ſea- 
coaſt, unleſs you would go up the river among 
the Queype Indians, which was not our in- 
tent; thercfore we kept along the ſea-beach 
till we came within a mile of the river of Chi. 
riqui, where theſe people, with whom I had 
been travelling twelve days, had faid they 


muſt leave me, on account of the war, as 
mentioned before. 


They now warned me over and over again, 


that when I came to the town of Chiriqui! 


ſhould tell no one who had conducted me 
thither; and, above all, gave me ſtrict 
charge not to {wim over the river Chiriqui, 
which they ſaid was a league broad, very 
deep, and full of alligators, that would cer- 
tainly devour me, but adviſed me to wat! 
till I could meet with a canoe or balſe; attcr 


ans . 


them +! 
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them many thanks for the care and trouble 
they had with me, being very ſenſible, that 
they might have performed this journey with 
much more caſe and expedition had they 
not incumbered themſelves with me. Then 


I ſhook. hands with them all again and again, 


and ſo parted with theſe my guides, whom 
God Almighty raiſed up in the greateſt af- 


Aiction, and made the inſtruments to deliver 


me out of one of the moſt calamitous cir- 
cumſtances that furely the mind of man did 
ever ſupport itſelf under. 

Soon after my friends were gone, I got to 
the river ſide, where ſeeing no likelihood of 
meeting a veſſel, I began to make a little 
balſe to croſs it; but I had not been long 


thus employed before I heard the barking 


of dogs, upon which I deſiſted from my 


work, "and looking about me, ſaw eight In- 


cans in a canoe. I called out to them in- 
ſtantly, and as they came towards me, 1 
perceived they were Chriſtians, for they had 


great wooden croſtes hangi ng about their 
necks. I begged of them to come aſhore, 
and take me into their canoe, ſaying, I only 
deſired to be ſet down on the other ſide che 


river; but they deſixed to be excuſed till 


they had diſcourſed wich me a little at forme 


diſtance. 


Then they deman- 5 d to know of what 
country I was, and how T came there? I 


thought it moſt to mx purpoſe, at this time, 


1 10 


182 THz UNFORTUNATE 


to ſay I was a Spaniard, which I found leaſe 
very well; and afterwards, when they heard 
how long bi had been alone, and what hard- 
ſhips I had gone through, they ſeemed to 
commiſerate my caſe, and ſtraitway put to 
ſhore, and took me into their-canoe, ſaying, 

they would ſet me ſafe on the other ſide, 
and then I muſt keep cloſe to the river, till 
I came toa path, which would lead me directly 
to the governor's houſe, Theſe Indians 
were inhabitants of the town of Chiriqui, and 
were waiting on the river to catch turtle ; 
for here are great numbers of them, and the 
largeſt that are any where to be ſeen, ſome 
of them weighing ſix or ſeven hundred weight. 
This canoe, which conveyed me acroſs the 
river, was made of the bark of a tree, being 
about thirty feet long, and but three feet 
hroad, and ſharp at each end. The Indians 
always ſtand upright in their canoes, and 
paddle them along with great ſwiftneſs, and. 


when they croſs the land from river to river, 


as they en do, it is the, women's of- 
tice (if there be any among them) to carry 
the canoe. I have ſeen a woman carry one 
on her head with two children 1 in it, belides 
a good deal of luggage. 
Being landed on the other fide the river, 
I took the path I was directed by the Indians, 
which led me to a fine open country, where 
was great plenty of cattle, Indian corn, and 
fruit "of ſeveral forts, particularly the fineſt 
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guayavas I ever ſaw, being as big as large 
codlings, ſome of which were yellow, and 
ſome red within hde. The Indians tount 
them the moſt wholeſome fruit in the world, 
and here was ſuch abundance that I have 
ſeen the hogs feeding upon them as they fell 
off the trees. Fowards evening I came ' 
within ſight of a houſe, a thing J once little 
expected would ever be my lot to fee again: - 
This proved to be the governor's, and ſtands 
about half a mile from the town of Chiriqui. 
When I came up to it, finding ſeveral In- 
.dians there whom I ſuppeſed- to belong to 
the houſe, I deſired them to introduce me 
to his Excellency; but they anſwered not a 
word, for they ſeemed as much ſurpriſed as 
if they had ſeen ſome ſpectre newly riſen 
from the tombs, - As I ſtood importuning 
them to giye me admittance into the houſe, 
the goyernor himſelf, who I ſuppoſe had 
heard my requeſt, looked out of a window, 
and beckoned me to come up to him; this 
when the Indians obſerved they ſuffered me 
to go in, and I readily obeyed the ſummons. 
Being led into the room where his Excellency 
ſate, he preſently ordered me to give him an 
account how I came thither ; upon which! 
rehearſed to him tlie moſt remarkable occur 
rences of theſe my unfortunate travels. Af- 
ter this he ſaid, © How is it poſſible, tlrat a 
lonely man, a ſtranger to the country, and 
one deſtitutè of all ſuccour and defence, 
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ſhould travel fo great a track of land as lies 
between here and Golfo Dolce only, exclu- 
fave of all the reſt, when no Indian will ven- 
ture along that way, no, not five leagues 
from this town, for fear of tygers, which 
ſometimes will take people even out of their 
houſes, and devour them.“ 

I told him what I had gone through was 
not by choice, but through abſolute neceſ- 
fity, and that I hoped the endeavours I had 
uſed to preſerve my life were not blameable ; 
that were I inclined, I well knew eit was not 
in my power to impoſe idle falſhoods upon 
the world, when I was ſenſible I might be 
detected with great eaſe, He anſwered, that 
indeed he had no reaſon to ſuſpect the vera- 
city of what I ſaid, though the ſtory I told 
ſeemed to him very ſurpriſing; but that 
through the whole courſe of his life he had 
never beheld a more piteous object of com- 

ſſion than myſelf. Then he gave orders 
For my refreſhment in an handſome manner, 
and appointed me an apartment in his own: 
houſe to lodge in. The next morning he 
ſhewed me a gun he had bought of an Eng- 
liſn gentleman at Panama for one hundred 
pieces of eight, which might coſt in England 
about thirty ſhillings. This, he faid, he 
ſhould be very glad to have excrcifed, and 
if I could inſtruct him how to make uſe of 
it he would reward me well for ſo doing, for . 
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he was ee ignorant in the management 
of guns 


] was not a little rejoiced that he had pro- 
poſed ſomething whereby I might oblige 


him : wherefore I anſwered, that I ſhould be 


roud to receive any commands he would be 


pleaſed to lay on me. Then he deſired that 


would accompany him with the piece to 
take ſome diverſion in the grounds about his 
houſe, which were well ſtored with variety 
of cattle, ſuch as horſes, cows, and hogs, 
beſides great numbers of deer, and where the 


moſt indifferent ſportiman could not miſs of 


game. I went with him according to his de- 

fire, and when I had ſhot a couple of deer, 

and a few {mall birds, we gave over the 
ſport, and the . returned home witli 
great ſatis faction, and 2 Ker ards made me 
an offer, that it I would continue with him 
nothing ſhould be wanting to make my life 
ealy a and comfortable. Alter retin ning Him 
thanks for this kind offer, I told him, that 
nothing but the ſtrong defire I had of ſeeing 2 
my fric ends and native countr had prompte: 4 
me to ſtruggle with all the hardſhips I had 


met with ; and that, ſince it pleated God to 


bring me thus far on my way to the Engli 


factory, I humbly hoped he would ende 


me to perform the reit of the journey. He 
replied, that ſince he knew my inclinations 


were ſo much to go to the Engliſh Factory, 


fo far ſhould he be from detainiag me, that 
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he would haye me conducted by the firſt op- 


portunity to Panama, which is one hundred 


and fifty leagues from Chiriqui; and ſaid, 
that in the mean time I ſhould have the beſt 


aſſiſtance he could give, This gentleman. 
was a native of New Spain, and one of thoſe 
people called Meſties. His hotpitality and 
courteous demeanour towards me I have al- 
ready fignified; and I muſt alſo not forget 
that of his wife, who was equally kind and 
obliging to me during my ſtay at their houſe. 
I wore my bark habit, but it was much de- 
cayed at this time, and would hardly cover 
me, though I had ſpared it as much as poſ- 
fible when I was not ſeen, | 

It was a great amuſement to me to go to 


the town of Chiriqui, which I often did. This 


town is the handſomeſt and molt compact of 


any I had ſeen in the country, the houſes. 
being very large and high, built of Bamboo 


cane, and thatched with graſs. The ficit 
ſtories are raiſed four feet from the ground, 
and under every houſe are kept abundance 
of hogs. to fatten ; and here I muſt ſay are 
the largeſt hogs I ever ſaw, moſt of them 
weighing five hundred weight a piece. 
They are killed chiefly for their fat, Which, 
after they are boiled, is drawn off, and put 


up into jars that hold about ten gallons each, 
and ſent to Panama, where it is uſed inſteaad 
of oil or butter, and ſold for twenty pieces 


of eight a jar. 
„ The 
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'The inhabitants of Chiriquiare all Indians, 
but far exceeding any other Indians on this 
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continent, as well for the gracefulnets of 


their perſons as politeneſs of manners. -'Fh- 

are tall and well ſhaped, of tolerable corn- 
plexion, have a becoming addreſs, and no. 
dliſagrecable features. The women have 
long hair hanging down very low, and neatly 


Þ|F braided with ribbons, and adorned with va- 


riety of fine ſtones. Their apparel is clean 
and light, being only a Holland ſhift and 
| petticoat, which is very full, and finely 
wrought with the purple thread they dye 
themſelves. The men wear. drawers, and 
paint their bodies, and ſometimes one ſide 
| of their faces red. They are generally very 
exact and nice in their houſes and manner of 
eating, nor will they drink after each other 
in the ſame cup or calabaſh,. or uſe one twice 
themſelves without waſhing, practiſing many 
| other ceremonies with a more refined air than 
could be expected from the natives on this 
ſide the globe. How was I ſurpriſed, that 


a people of ſuch decorum, and withal both 


| quiet and cleanly 1 in their nature: could diſ- 
penſe with the noiſe and ſtench of ſuch a 
number of hogs feeding under the rooms 


where they l-pt, having nothing between 


them butanopen-work floor laid with Bamboo 


cane ; but they told me they were obliged 
to-take-this method to frighten the mutki- 


toes from thelr houles, that cannot endure 


the 
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the noiſe or ſteam of hogs, by which means 
they were freed from that very troubleſome 
inſect. | | 

During my reſidence at the governor's 
houſe, and at a time when I lay dangerouſly 
of a fever, came a company of roving In- 
dians into. the town, and plundered it of 
much riches. The inhabitants, being few 
in number, and unprepared to receive an 
enemy, were under a neceſſity of ſubmitting 
to whatever was impoſed on them, and aſter 
they had ravaged the town as they thought 
fit, they committed one of the molt outrage- 


ous cruelties that could poſſibly enter into 


the heart of man. There was but one cler- 
gyman 1n the town, who was a Spaniard, and 
of the order of St. Francis; him they feized 
on, and put to death in the following inhu- 
man manner: they firſt ſcalped his head, and 
then tore off the ſkin, leaving the {kull bare; 
then they fixed the ſkin on a ſpear, and 
danced round it a conſiderable time; after 
this they reared up a long pole, one end of 
which they faſtened in the ground, and on 
the other they ſtuck his body while he was 
yet alive, and then made their barbarous 
mirth of his exquiſite tortures, ſcoffing at and 
deriding his function, and ſaying, that this 
was but a ſmall revenge for that torrent of 


Indian» blood heretofore ſpilt by the Spa- 


niards. After they had glutted their eyes 


with this lamentable ſpectacle they lighted 
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ap a great fire round him, and kept dancing 
about it till the body was conſumed to aſhes. 
With the deplorable cataſtrophe of this un- 
happy gentleman their fury ceaſed, and they 
attempted to put no other to death; but de- 
clared, had they met more Spaniards in the 


town, they would have ſerved them all in the 


fame manner. After this the enemy, being 
in number between two and three hundred 
{men and women), came to. the governor's 
houſe, who was no better prepared to receive 
them than the reſt of the people; and when 
they had ranſacked the greateſt part of it, and 
taken out of it ſuch chings as they liked beſt, 
they at laſt came into the room where I lay 
fick, and the firſt queſtion they aſked me 
was, what countryman I was? I quickly 
anſwered, an Engliſhman, taken by Spaniſh 
Pirates, and cruelly uſed by them, and was 
now waiting for an. opportunity to get home 
to my own country. They aſſured me they 
would do me no injury; but, on the con- 
trary, if I would put myſelf under their pro- 
tection, and go along with them, they would 
do me all the ſervice in their power, and 


would alſo furniſh me with all manner of 


things neceſſary towards forwarding my in- 
tentions of getting home, which I might do 
with greater eaſe and expedition by their 
means than by any other way I could propoſe; 
for they. were Indians that inhabited on the 
North Sea, where veſſels frequently _ 
: om 
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from Jamaica to trade with them; ſo they 
had knowledge of the Engliſh, and loved 
them very well, though they abhorred the 
| Spaniards ;. and as they had never yet been 
conquered by them, they were determined 
utterly to defy them and all their adherents, 


They uſed many arguments to entice me to 


go with them, laying, it was but fifteen days 
journey from thence to the place where they 
inhabited. I excuſed myſelf to them on ac- 
count of my preſent weakneſs; and alledged, 

were J in health, they would find me far un- 
fit to travel with them, the Engliſh not being 
comparable to the Indians in activity of 
body: but this was not altogether the caſe; 
_ for I muſt have been more diſtempered in 
mind than body, had I aſſociated with a band 


of robbers and murderers, who could be 


guilty of fo execrable a deed as had been 
committed by them but a few hours before : 
however, they were content with my apo- 
logy, and marched off with their plunder 
without the leaſt oppoſition. 

Theſe people are called by the Spaniards 
Sancopdas,- or Muſquito Indians, on ac- 
count of their diminutive ſtature, and they 
are really the ſmalleſt- ſi⁊ ed people I ever ſaw, 
ſome not exceeding four ſeet odd inches high; 
but many are much ſhorter, and yet every 
way well proportioned. They go naked 


from head to foot, both men and women. 
Their ſkin 1 1 of a dark brown, beios marked 
| all} 
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Al over, from the ſhoulders to their heels, 
in waves, with a fort of blue ink that never 
waſhes off. They have long black hair 


hanging almoſt down to the ground, and 


every man has a hole through his noſe and 
chin; that in the noſe has a porcupine's quill 
ticking | in it, and in the other they place 
the tooth of ſome wild beaſt. T he, women 
have holes in their cheeks, wherein the 

{tick bunches of various coloured feathers ts 
adorn themſelves, and when they have a 

{ring or two of tygers teeth hanging at their 


ears, they are completely dreſſed. Theſe 


people talked with me in Engliſh, and ſome 


Jof them could ſpeak a little Spaniſh and 
French. They are all Fleathens, and as con- 


ſtant a plague to the Spaniards as the Indian 
bravocs. 

When the governor of Chiriqui had a 
little recovered from his conſternation, he 
reſolved to ſend notice of what had hap- 
pened to the governor of Panama, and to fe- 
quire to have ſome forces ſent him, in caſe 


the town ſhould be again ſurpriſed. He 


propoſed to me, if I was able and willing to 


go with the Indians he ſhould fend me on 


this errand ; he would charge them not to 
leave me till I came near Panama, and he 
would order as much proviſion as would 
ferve me to Pueblo Nuevo; and when I 


was paſſed the mountains which lay between 


that town and ANY then he faid I ſhould 
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come among inhabitants every night, who 
were a kind people, and would aſſiſt me in 
any thing I ſhould want. I gladly embraced 
this offer, and returned him thanks for hav- 

ing me ſo much in his thoughts, reſolving 


not to let ſo fair an opportunity ſlip, though 


] was not yet recovered from my illneſs. 


The Indians being ready to depart the next 


morning, I fet out with them, having firſt 
taken leave of this worthy gentleman, who. 


though I came to him forlorn, and without 


any other credential than that of my neceſii- 
ties, had treated me in his houſe more like a 
friend than a ſtranger. 

In five days after our departure from Chi- 

riqui we arrived at Pueblo Nuevo, when 


could not help reflecting on the many miſe- 


ries and misfortunes I had under gone ſince 
my ſetting out from Alberoy in the firſt ca- 
noe, in company with the piragua from 
which we were ſeparated. by a ſtorm, as 1 
have already related, this being the place we 
were then bound to. The piragua arrived 
here ſafely with all the paſſengers, and fer 
out for Panama ſome months before my 
coming to this town. After I had applied to 
the Indian alcald for relief, which he willing- 
ly afforded me for the time we ſtaid here, 
which was but ſhort, I gave him an account 
of the late misfortunes at Chiriqui, ſetting 


forth in what manner that town had been "a 


Priſed and e and by whom, This 
| news 
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news ſtruck both the alcald and people with 
great fear, leſt the Muſkitoe Indians ſhould 
come upon them, and ſerve them in the 
ſame manner, ſaying, “ They were leſs able 
to ſuſtain ſuch loſſes than the people of Chi- 
riqui, inaſmuch as they had greater tribute 
impoſed upon them, and were liable to ma- 
ny other inconveniencies, which thoſe peo- 

le are eaſed of.“ Every ſingle man of this 
town 1s obliged to pay the king of Spain ſix 
pieces of eight yearly, and every married 
man twelve, or in caſe of non- payment to be 
ſent to the mines without redemption. 
This heavy impoſition, with what they are 
bound to allow the clergy, they account an 
inſupportable grievance, and, were they 
not very induſtrious, as well as ingenious, 
they could not perform ſuch hard taſks. 
"Theſe people make a ſort of fine mats and 
hammocks of cane, and likewiſe curious 
baſkets of the ſame, all which they paint 
very beautifully, and carry to Panama, 
where they {ell them at a low rate to dücharg ge 
their tribute. 

Having ſtaid here one night, the next 
morning we ſet out for a town called Nata, 
between which and Pueblo Nuevo are moun- 
tains we were obliged to paſs over; but, as 
I had not yet recovercd ſtrength ſince ray 
late ſickneſs at Chiriqui, this proved a very 
fatiguing and tireſome journey, it being 
with the utmoſt difficulty I excrted in vſclr 
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to travel with the Indians, who on the other 
hand thought me very flow, and had 
ſcarcely patience to keep travelling my pace, 
which was much faſter than ſuited me at 
that time ; however, I made ſhift to keep up 
with them three days till we had paſled the 
mountains, and then I told them I would 
not be troubleſome to them any longer, and 
as they were going upon buſineſs of conſe- 

quence, I delired they-would make the beſt 

.of their-way, and leave me to follow them at 
my leiſure. This I knew was a very agree- 
able propoſal, and would be readily accept- 
ed; accordingly they took me at my word, 
and poſted away as fait as they could. 

Soon after the Indians left me I came to a 
river, which I found Iſhould not be able to 
croſs on account of the ſwiftneſs of the ſtream, 
but ſeeing ſome Indians on the other ſide, I 
halloo'd out to them; upon this they made 
ſigns to me not to venture into the river, and 
immediately ſent a boy with two mules to 


fetch me over, one he rode himſelf, and | 


the other I made ule of; and though the 
water was not above the knees of the mules, 
yet it was as much as they could do to ſtand 
on their legs. 

Upon my arrival on the other fide the 2 
men who had done this courtely made me a 
preſent of ſome fine fruit, which both in 


look and taſte 1s very much like a-mulberry, 5 


but in ſize far exceeding, for it is as large as 
a melon, 
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# melon. They call it the King of Fruit, 


not only for its excellent taſte and large ſize, 
but alſo, if I may be allowed the expreſſion 
on account of its high birth, and exalted. 
ſtation in the world, for it grows on the tops 


of very tall trees, I believe above two hun- 
dred fect high, their bodies ſtrait, and 
ſmooth as glaſs, I underſtood I had three 
days journey to Nata, and that I ſhould 
come every night to a. houſe where I might 
have ſhelter, Which I accordingly did; and 
in the day- time, when I met any Indians, 


they never failed to give me of ſuch as they 


had, ſo that my nakedneſs was now the 
greateſt grievance to me; for at this time my 
bark jacket would cover but a ſmall part of 
me. The Indians every where among whom 


I came knew by this bark jacket that I muſt 
have been among the Indians at War, be- 


cauſe no other people in this country wore 


ſuch ſorts of cloathing; and they were all 


ſurprized, that the people they fo much 
dread to fall into the hands of ſhould diſmiſs 


me with ſuch a gift. This part of the coun- 
try is level, very pleaſant and fruitſul, being 


well watered. 


Ar the end of three days I arrived at Nata, - 


where I ſtaid one night, and found the inha- 
bitants, who are Indians, as much inclined 


to favour and aſſiſt me, as any otner people 


I had hitherto met; but the next town I 
came to, Which was New Panama, inhabited 
R. 2 * 
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by Spaniards only, I met with very different 
uſage, There I could get no relief, but was 
upbraided with my country and religion, ac- 
cuſed of being no Chriſtian, but a Heathen 
come to ſpy out the country, the people 
clammering about, crying out, „ That in 
a little time they ſhould have the Engliſh 
come upon them and cut their throats; but 
that they doubted not when I came to Old 
Panama the governor would ſecure me, 
and ſend me to the mines.” Finding theſe 
people poſſeſſed of ſuch notions, and that 
they had therefore an implacable hatred to 
the Engliſh, I did not think fit to remain in 
the town that night, though it was evening 
when I entered it, but got away as faſt as I 
could, and went on till 1 came to a run cf 
water, by which I made a fire, and ſtaid all 
night. ; 88 
From this time forward till my arrival at 
Old Panama, I met only Spaniſh inhabitants, 
of the ſame diſpoſitions, returning the ſame 
anſwers, when I craved their aſſiſtance, a3 
the people of New Panama; fo that from 
Nata to Old Panama, I had nothing to ſup- 
port me but water; for which reaſon I was 
ſo weakened that I could ſcarcely crawl. 
Before I entered that town I met ſome In- 
dians, who, upon hearing ſomething of my: 
ſtory, told me, if I did not apply to the go- 
vernor beſore ] addreſſed the Engliſh factory 
it would be reſented, and might turn very 
. ee, ene 
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much to my prejudice ; therefore they ad- 
viſed me above all things to throw muyſelt ar 
his Excellency's feet, Which it I omitted 
they aſſured me would be reckoned a capital 
crime. This advice I refolved to put in 
practice, and coming into the town ] met a 
negro-man, who, on my enquiring for the 
governor's houſe, led me directly to it, 
where I found his Excellency's coach waiting 
at the door to receive him. 1 ſtaid till he 
came out, and before he entered the coach, 
he ſtopped to give me an opportunity to 
to make my ſupplication. After making my 
reverence to his Excellency in an humble 
manner, I informed him of my country and 
condition. He ſaid, he was then going to 
the Engliſh factory to take leave of the pre- 
ſident Mr. Johnſon, who was juſt on his re- 
turn to England, and I might follow him 
thither, where he would hear my caſe in full. 
I faid, I ſhould gladly obey his commands, 
and accordingly made what haſte I could al- 
ter him. 

Being come to the factory, I deſired to 
have admittance to the preſident, and after 
J had waited ſome time for an anſwer, an 
Engliſh gentleman was ſent from the board 
to examine me; who, when I had told him 
my caſe, ſaid there had been four Engliſh- 
men {ome time ſince that he believed were 
tome of my company; their names he ſaid 
were John Holland, John Balkan, Thomas 
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Rounce, and Richard Baniſter, and that at 
their firſt coming hither the governor com- 
mitted them to priſon; but they were quick- 
ly demanded by the preſident, who had 
ſent them to Porto-Bello, in order to embark 
for England. I told him, theſe were my 
. fellow-travellers, and alſo gave him an ac- 
count how I came to be ſeparated from them. 
After this he returned to the board, and in- 
formed the gentlemen. what he had learned 
from me. Then I was ſent for up-ſtairs, 

where were ſitting the late preſident Mr. 
Johnſon, who was now on leaving his em- 
ployment ; the new preſident Mr. Tinker, 
who was come to officiate in his room, and 
alſo the governor of Panama, before whom 
I gave a faithful account of my unfortunate 
travels; but when they heard how long I 
had been alone, and what I had undergone 
in general, they all agreed they had never 
heard ſo moving a ſtory, that was real mat- 
ter of fact, nor had ever ſeen fo pitiful an ob- 
ject, faying, nothing was more viſible than 
that I had been near ſtarving to death. Then 
Mr. Johnſon propoſed, If I was able to tra- 


vel on a mule, he would take me with him 


to Porto-Bello, where one of the South Sea 
| Company's ſnows, called the Princeſs of Al- 

| turias, Captain Blackbourn, maſter, waited 
to carry him to Jamaica, from whence he 
| ſhould fail directly for England. I made 
| anſwer, that ſince he was ſo good as to ad- 
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mit me to travel with him I fhould gladly 
accept the offer, if it were at the hazard of 
dying on the road. But Mr. Tinker be- 
lieving I was not capable to perform the 

Journey at this time, out of compaſſion, ad- 
viſed, I ſhould ſtay with him, that proper 
Care mould be taken of me, till I ſhould re- 
cover ſtrength, and till ſuch time as he 
could conveniently ſend me to England. I 
returned this gentleman my humble thanks 


for his charitable and tender diſpoſition to- 


wards me ; but ſaid, if I might be allowed 
my choice, I would gladly go with Mr. 
Johnſon; upon this Mr. Johnſon ordered 
a mule ſhould be got ready for me, and the 
governor of Panama gave me two pieces of 
eight, wiſhing me better ſucceſs in the world 
than 1 had hitherto met with. Then Mr. 

Turner, who is butler to the factory, was 
called up, and ordered to take care of me, 
and he diſcharged himſfelt to me in a friendly 
and civil manner. The firſt thing he offered 
me was a large cup of wine, that no ſooner 
came to. my head, but it overpowered me; 
however, I drank of it but very cautioully, 
for this was the firſt wine or ſpirituous liquor | 
I taſted fince we left our ſhip. 

The gcntlemen of our Engliſh factories 
abroad very much contribute towards eſtab- 
| liſhing our nation's happy character, and 
give a true ſenſe of her grandeur throughout 
the ſcveral kingdoms: and; countries where they _ 
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are placed, as well on account of their great 
charities and hoſpitalities, as for their mag- 
nificent appearance and courteous demeanor, 
and I hope it may not be amiſs to ſay, that 
in ſplendor and popular virtues they come 
near, if not equal, moſt of our nobility, - 


While I was here I took a view of the 


city of Panama, that ſtands very pleaſantly 
on a high hill, cloſe by the ſea, being of 
great extent, having ſeveral well-built 


Churches and convents in it. The houſes 


are large and handſomely built of timber; 
the inhabitants numerous, and moſt of them 


very rich. They dreſs exceedingly fine, the 


ladies wearing nothing but the moſt coſtly 


goods that can be brought from England, 


having their hair curiouſly dreſſed and adorn- 


ed with diamonds and other precious ſtones. - 
This town abounds with money, but all 


things are - exceſſively dear, the leaſt coin 


that paſſes here being half a real of plate, that 
is, threepence halfpenny Engliſh money. 
Here all the plate-fleets arrive from Peru 
and Lima with immenſe treaſures, and from 
hence they are carried by mules over the 


mountains to Porto-Bello, in order to be con- 
veyed to Spain. 


I had been at Panama three days when Mr. 
Johnſon ordered me to prepare for the jour- 


ney, which was no hard taſk for me, having 


nothing to carry but my nets, and what they 


contained, of which I have already given an 
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account ; fo the fame day about noon we 
went out of the town, Mr. Johnſon being 
accompanted by great numbers of Engliſh 
and Spaniſh gentlemen, all mounted on fine 
horſes richly furniſhed, and attended by their 
negroes in rich liveries, making up a great 
train, and a pompous ſhew. When theſe 
gentlemen had thus paid their compliments 
for about two leagues out of town, they took 
leave of Mr. Johnſon with the uſual ceremo- 
nies, and returned back. Then we rode on 
till four o'clock next morning before we 
could reach a houſe, but were well guarded, 
in caſe of being attacked by the Tndians at 
War, or wild - beaſts. We had two {ſpare 
mules, which carried proviſions only, there 
being ſcarcely any to be had on this road, 
with ſix negroes well armed, four of which 
were our guides, to lead us over the moun- 
tains and acroſs rivers. Theſe every night 
bore great wax tapers in their hands lighted 
to terrify the beaſts, beſides their arms. The 
other two and myſelf were furniſhed with 
piſtols, and each of us with a blunderbuſs, 
fo that we had not much cauſe to fear any 
thing that ſhould oppoſe us. The next day 
we came to the great river of Chagre, where 
we alighted from our mules, and went to 
dinner under ſome trees, and having reſted 
here two hours, we put up our things, and 
croſſed the river; after which we came into 
A wood, where we travelled about three dete 
efore 
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before our guides told. us they had miſtook. 

the way, but in going back again we met a 
company of Indians, who ſet us right. Before 
we came up to theſe people, we had ſtrangely 
alarmed ourſelves, ſuppoſing them to be a 
body of Indian brayoes, or Indians at War, 


but we were miſtaken. After this we al- 


cended a very ſteep mountain, where it was 
impoſſible to keep on the mules without 
clinging round their necks; ſome part of 
this road 1s not above two feet broad, having 
precipices on each fide four or five hundred 
feet deep; ſo that, by the leaſt ſlip of a 
mule's foot, both itſelf and the rider muſt be 
daſhed in pieces. By ſun-ſet we got to an 
houle or inn, where travellers and mules are 
entertained, there being ſeveral ſuch houſes 
on this road, and the next morning by day- 
break we ſet out, and came down to the ri- 
ver of Chagre again, through which we rode 
_ a conſiderable way over ſeveral great rocks, 
though ſometimes the water came over the 
mules backs; from hence we aſcended.over 
other mountains, and after we had paſſed 
them we came to the river again. Some of 
theſe mountains have roads up them about 
the breadth of three feet, paved with broad 
ſtones, and this was a taſk (and ſure a moſt 
laborious one it was) which the Spaniards 
impoſed on the poor Indians, and which, 
for the grievouſneſs of it, may be compared 
to what the Hebrews ſuffered in their Egyp- 
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tian bondage. Being now on a clear ſpot of 
ground, we refreſhed ourſelves and mules 
again, and in the evening came to another 
.of theſe houſes of entertainment, that are 


laced on this road ten leagues diſtant from 


each other, being thought a competent jour- 
ney for a mule to travel in one day: and in- 


deed it is more than the mules can well per- 
form ; for.they never come this way loaden 


-with plate, but ſeverel of them periſh on the 
road, this being the moſt tireſome and dan- 
gerous road I had hitherto met with in this 
country, the mountains of Nicaragua ex- 
cCepted, which admit of no compariſon, 


Having thus travelled at the rate of ten 


leagues a day, we arrived at Porto-Bello 
on the fourth day after we ſet out from Pa- 


nama, and went directly tothe Engliſh factory 


there, and received orders from Mr. Johnſon 
to go aboard the Princeſs of Aſturias, that 
arrived here from Jamaica with a cargoe of 
negroes for the Engliſh factory. From 
hence they are ſent to Panama, being there 
fold to the Spaniards for two or three hundred 


1eces of cight a-head. Moſt of theſe miſe- 


rable people are ſent, by the Spaniards that 
purchaſe them, to the mines, from whence 


they never return, As ſoon as I got on 


board the ſhip, I had the pleaſure to behold 
__my fellow-travellers Rounce, Baniſter, Ball- 
man, and Holland, from whom I had lon 


been parted, Alter we had congratulated 
TREE SES EF each 
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| each other on this happy meeting, they pro- 
teſted they were ſtrangely ſhocked when they 
firſt ſaw me, as well for the alteration they 


perceived in my looks, as that they had been 
informed for certain at Panama, by the 
Spaniſh gentleman Quintus Cataline, who 
arrived here in the piragua, that I and Ro- 


bert Barnwell, with the Indians that were 


with us, were all loſt in the gulph of Salines 


in a great ſtorm; and taking this for matter 
of fact, they had ſo reported it to the facto- 


ry; and that, as they were thus prepoſſeſſed. 


they could think no otherwiſe than that ſome 
phantom had aſſumed my ſhape, and was 
come to deceive them. After this, I gave 
them an account of what had befallen me 
ſince our parting, and then they began to 


inform me how hardly the Spaniards had 


dealt with them after. they left Nicoya; but 
their account I ſhall inſert by itſelt, as re- 
lated by Mr. Rounce, and ſhall only ſay a 
few words concerning Porto-Bello, and fo 
conclude. | 

Porto-Bello is a ſtrong place, has ſeveral 
caſtles and fortifications, and a fine harbour 
for ſhips, but every thing there is exceed- 
ingly dear, as well as Panama. On the third 
day of our being here Mr. Johnſon came on 
board, when we weighed anchor, and ſet fail 


for Jamaica, where we arrived the latter end 


ol January, and there being the Lion man 
of war ready to carry him to England, he 
| „ went 


— 
ls a. TTT 2 


 ENGLISHMEN. 20g 


went on board her, and at the ſame time we 
were diſcharged from the Princeſs of Aſturias. 


The firſt of us that got paſſage to England 


was Richard Baniſter. John Ballman and 
John Holland were deſirous to ſtay at Ja- 
maica, to make a further trial af their for- 
tune. Mr. Rounce and I alſo ſtaid on that 


1. iſland about a month, and then embarked 


on board a ſhip called the Mercury, Prichard 
maſter, bound to Briſtol, where we arrived 
in eight weeks, in the month of May, 17 32, 


1 Mr. Hutchins, one of the gentlemen of the 


factory at Panama, being a paſſenger in the 
lame ſhip. 


4 ſhort 
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SHORT ACCOUNT 


OF 


What befel Mr. Rounce, and the other three | 
in Company with him, after their Departure 


from Nicoya, to their Arrival at Porto- 
Bello, and of the Uſage they met with, as 
related by Mr. Rounce. Fee 9 


Mr, Rounce begins his Story in the following 


Manner. 


18 alcald of Nicoya, having provided us 2 
bark bound for Panama, Richard Baniſter, John 
Ballman, f py Holland, and myſelf, were ordered on 

we we were ſix weeks in our paſſage thither. 
'The maſter of the bark, who was a Spaniard, uſed us 


but very 8 all the time; for, as we were ſick, 


and not able to work, he would therefore ſcarcely allow 
us either victuals or drink; the moſt we could get of him 


being now-and-then a bit of jerked beef, and half a 
pint of water a man every twenty-four hours, and this 
miſerable life we led till our arrival at Panama, when 


he D delivered us up to the garriſon; and be- 
ing taken to th 


e guard- room, we wrote a letter to the 
entleman of the Engliſh factory, who immediately 
ent Mr. Turner, their butler, and another gentleman 


to us, with plenty of proviſions. When theſe returned, 


and made our caſe known to the preſident Mr. Johnſon, 
he again ſent to let us know, that we ſhould go with _ 
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firft mules that went to the town of Chagre, and that he 
believed the mules would ſet out for that town in three 


days, and that there we ſhould meet with a floop that 


would take us to Porto-Bello, where we might embark. 
for England. Accordingly on the third day the mules 
ſet out, and we with them, and in three days after we 
cams to the river of Chagre; but when we entered the 
town we were ſeized on, and ſent to priſon, where we 
lay eleven days, and had no allowance but fire and 
water : however, we did not want ſubſiſtence, becauſe 
the factory had furniſhed us with proviſions, appre- 


hending, as we ſuppoſed, what uſage we ſhould meet 


with. During the time of our 1mpriſonment one 
Captain Thomas, an-'Engliſh gentleman, who is in 


the king of Spain's ſervice, came frequently to viſit us, 
and did us _ friendly offices, telling us we were to 
go in the firſt loop that ſailed for Porto-Bello. Ac- 


cordingly on the twelfth day after our confinement we 
were admitted on board a ſloop ; and being arrived at 
Porto-Bello, we were delivered up to the garriſon there, 


and immediately thruſt into a dungeon far worſe than 
our condemned hole in Newgate, where we remained 
ene night, and the next morning were taken out, and 
ſet in the ſtocks for one hour. Afterwards they carried 
us among a company of negroes and other ſlaves, who 


were all fettered and chained as criminals, with whom 
we were commanded to work at the iron caſtle, ſo called 


on account of it's great ſtrength ; but becauſe we were 
not able to perform ſuch hard labour as the carrying of 


great ſtones to the fortifications, the overſeer of the bu- 
fineſs was pleaſed to beat us fo cruelly that at laſt he 


broke a great halbert over my left arm: nevertheleſs, 
we were forced to work hard all the day, and indeed 
my fellow-travellers were obliged to do ſo every day 


after, during the whole month we ſtaid here; but being 
* difabled by this ill uſage, and falling ſick upon it, the 
captain of the caſtle took compaſſion on me, and ex- 
cuſed me from my labour, and ſent for the man who had 
_ exerciſed this barbarity on us, and ſeverely repri- 


manded him, ſaying, we were white men and Chriſ- 


tians, and were not to be uſed as criminals or 8 IS 
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After this he had the good-nature-to-come and ſee me 
bathed with rum four times every day, But here we 
had no allowance; except what we received from the 
Engliſh factory, who ſupplied us with all things neceſ- 
ſary, but could not procure our liberty. Richard Ba- 
niſter wrote out our complaint to the factory at Panama, 
and received for anſwer, that as ſoon as their ſnows ar- 

rived here, to take up their lading for Jamaica, we 
ſhould be releaſed from our thraldom, and be received 
on board one of them ; and that in the mean time they 
could help us no otherwiſe than by taking order that 
we ſhould have a comfortable ſupport, and ſo recom- 
mended us to have patience. At the end of four weeks 
after we received this anſwer the ſnows arrived, when 

we were demanded as ſubjects of England, and ftraight- - 
way releaſed; and ſent on board. we 
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